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i INTRODUCTION. 
theſe, and ſome other extraordinary circum- 


ſtances, taken together at one view, ſeem 


bighty to merir the arteatiore of this 181 
ſitive. 


It! 18 hardly neceſſary, 1 preſume, to in- 
form the publick, that the Society for pro- 
pagating Chriſtian Knowledge, take a pe- 
culiar concern in the people of that iſland. 
Animated by a primitive zeal, and a dif- 

intereſted benevolence of the moſt exalted 


& 1 4 - 


among thet: out. F jo kay 3 
the ſtricteſt orders, enforeed by. proper en- 
couragements, to inſtruct them carefully 
in the great truths of our holy religion, 


and to give the younger ſort ſome tolerable 


notion of the Engliſh tongue.—Sollicitous | 
to know whether the perſons ſo employed 


have been diligent or uſeful, the Honour- 
able and Reverend Gentlemen, who com- 


* that reſpectable body, found it neceſ- 
3 i - | fary 
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INTRODUCTION. F 
ſary to 1 end! ome of the Hig land Cleigy 


upon a xpiſſio n.0 the p lace; and as I was | 


Strg 


| at that time ſettled in 25 ariſh, which 18 
the only part of the world that maintakis 
any kind of intercourſe with St. Kilda, 
their commiſſion fell to my ſhare. To 


catechize the natives with a conſciencious 


exactneſs, to preach among them as oft as 


I could without a manifeſt inconvenience, 


and to ſee into the ſtate of the charity- 
ſchool there, were my principal inſtruc- 


tions: Another was, to collect all the ob- 


| ſervations I could make that might in any 


degree be thought worthy of being com- bY | 


# municated to * 1 


* . 
q 


= Howe far I have executed the religious 
15 defign of my commiſſion, has already been 


communicated to the Society,—Willing to 


obey their commands to the utmoſt of my 


3 ability, J have, from the materials which FF | 
fell in my way, drawn out what is con- "3 
tained in the following ſheets. The only : 


Gen lol dare venture to promiſe in their 
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6.58 213 7 T:3 
7 0 N the 6th day of June 1758; Tlooſed 
from Harris, a part of that large 
tract of land now called aus Lanz Aare and : 
formerly the Weſtern Abuda, We ſteered 
our courſe for. Haw- Skeer, a rock in the 
ocean, ſo its name fi gnifies i in the Gale 
tongue, Tying at the diſtance of ſeven lea- | 
gues from the neareſt promontory of North= 
UP, to which it belongs —As the day was 
quite ſultry, and 'Haw-Shoer- the only reſt- 
ing place in our way, and extremely 1 roman- 
tic, the crew found it convenient to reſt * 


little and divert themſelves there. : 85 HE 


I This bock is Half a mile in deu | 
rence, acceſſible in a ſingle: place only, and 
though almoſt totally deſtitute of graſs, is 
of ſome conſequence to the proprietor, 
; being at ſtated 1 the conſtant . 


5 <-> * 3 
2 8 3 0 3 
wes * 4 * & % * 
p A „ , 
2 - S. 
2 ** "4a 
— —— 7 < 


* 6 HISTORY or 
of a prodigious number of Seals, and theſe 
perhaps by much the largeſt upon the coaſt 
of Scotland. The manner in which theſe 
ſea animals are hunted down in this place, 
the ſeaſon fit for that Profitable diverſion, 
te ferocity and kttle ſtratagems of theſe 
unwieldy creatures when aſſaulted, their 
love dalliances upon other occaſions, that 
violent ſpirit of jealouſy with which they 
are actuated, if provoked by rivals; theſe, 
and ſome other particulars, are circumſtan- : 
tially enough related by Martin in his de- 
ſeription of the Weſtern Iſles. —To his ac- 
count of the matter I ſhall: only add, that 
the fat of the Seals, & by the people, to 
- whoſe ſhare that- perquiſite falls, converted 
no into oil and ſent to market. ; 
But in that writer's time, and for ages im- 
memorial before, this, together with the 
fleſn of theſe animals, was eaten, either 
freſh or ſalted; and by theſe who were 
uſed to it, was accounted a pleaſant as 
well as a very falubrious and my * od 
n 8 | | 


\ x 
680K 3 
22 
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On the weft ſide of the rock; are two 


bia large caves, of a conſiderable 
height: To theſe a vaſt multitude of ſea 
cormorants retire every evening. Here 
likewiſe they lay their eggs and foſter 
their young. The method practiſed by 


the iflanders for catching fowls of this 


kind, while ſecured within , ſach faſtneſſes, 
is far from being! incurious, though abun- 
| dantly fimple; . nor is, the paſtime. at all dif 

agreeable. —A. band. of Joung fellows | 


make a party,; and after having provided 


themſelves with a quantity of ſtraw. or ©: 
| heath, creep with great caution to .the 1 


mouth of the cave which affords the 
game, armed with poles. light enough | to 


be eaſily wielded ; This done, they ſet fire | 
to the combuſtible tuff, and raiſe, an uni- 
verſal ſhout; the cormorants, alarmed by 
the outcry, frightened by a glare ſo ſtrange, 5 


and offended, by the ſmoak, quit their beds 


and neſts with the greateſt precipitation, 
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and fly directly towards the light: Here 3 


the Denen. if alert enough, will knock 


B 4 down 5 2 
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: mange with the nn whole e 
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£2 on wild 01 eggs. — Lins. of 
75 my people had made a great, though un- 
; neceſſary acquiſition of theſe ( unneceſſary 
ſurely to men deſtined for Sr. Kilda ) we be- 
gan to purſue our intended voyage, at ten 
o'clock at night. The wind was at firſt 
5 extremely favourable, as it blew from the 
ſouth-eaſt, and was little more than a 
Lentle gale. It began to freſhen at the 
Wt of half an hour, and was gathering 
© new ſtrength every moment : Before we 
. had proceeded above four leagues, the 
„ Whole face of the ſky was over-caſt 
Voith clouds; which, after the ſevereſt 
. threatnings,. burſted aſunder and tumbled 
don upon us in violent torrents of rain, 
accompanied with flaſhes of lightning and 
Peas of thunder extremely terrible. All 
his was ſucceeded by. a hurricane which 
„„ Non 


would _ erat the! mth Anka E 
and did greatly confound the ſtouteſt ſea- 


man among us, men who had imagine 


they had ſeen theſe ſame mighty waters in 155 


all their horrors. To me it was matter of 


aſtoniſhment that a veſſel ſo ſmall and frail, 


a ſix-oared highland boat, could have 


ſtruggled for any time againſt ſuch enor- 25 


mous billows, without either being overſet 
or daſhed to E 058 e e 


" Te felt zünaple of hope my b 
vas from a great flight of ſea-fowls, of the 2 


diving kind, which was ſoon ſucceeded by 


another, and after ſhort intervals by many 


more, in ſtill greater numbers. They con- 


cluded, from this circumſtance, that the 
Hour of their deliverance was at hand; but. 


we found that our hopes were. too ſanguine 
and premature *, for the ſtorm continued 
to rage for about ſix e before we had 


PS 50 1 Yo 
Virgil ranks this circumftance among inauſpicious 
; a and TT has convinced me, that this | 


* 


He 


ao HISTORY 0 


the almoſt deſpaired of happineſs of 4py- 

ang à rock, which lies at the diſtance of a 
mile from the bay of St. Killa. The cur- 
rent round about this rock i 18 exccetlingly 
inipetuous, and ſo its name Livin % im- 
Plies, Ebibb in the old Britiſh language 5 
ſignifying a ſtream or torrent. Whether 

All che Waters we have in Scotland under 
he name of Lecven, a name compounded 
out of Lhibb, a current, and Avon, a river, 
run with a violent courſe, I cannot Poſi- 


5 apap 5 but  frrongly fuſpetE 3 it. 


. a de after we had doubled the point 5 
of Livin, I diſeovered a ſtrangely formed 
wall of dreary rocks, Which face a part of 

St. Kilda, Theſe rocks appearing through ; 
the medium of a very thick fog, roſe to 

bur view, o a ſtupendous height, though | 


| ſervation. and.allho rf he-has made on: the ſubje& 
af the weather, are perfectly juſt. 
Jam ſibi tum a curvis male temperat unda carinis 
1 m medio celeres. rovalant ex 2quoremergi?” - 
„ Skonc. J. v. 360, Ec. 


quite 
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gate W we afterwards found, 
Fe 1 to ochers on * ſame coaſt... 


ms a be moments n riors,. we came * 
85 the ordinary landing place, which. is 
10th elſe. than a ſolid rock, ſloping 
gradually down to the bottom of the fea, 
and. all over grown with Licben Marinus, 
or the plant commonly c called Lawr in 
ind, and Slawk i in Scotland *, 


8 . che Seat quantity of this ca 
which grows upon the rock, ny one- muſt 


* 3 St. Kildians, like ſome others of a a more elegant 
kite, ate particularly fond of this ſea-plar — 

of a former miniſter, one or more of that 
ple, ſeraped away the Laver from off the face of the 


| rock with a hell. This high crime and miſdemeanor 


ung to Bebe, the community was: greatly alarmed. 


Phe chief men of the Rate met immediately in coun- 85 E 


- cil and fearing that this invaluable ſea- weed would be 
entirely exterminated, unleſs proper precautions ſhould 
be taken, as the roots of Tome parts of it had in their 
frighted imaginations been totally deſtroyed by the ſhell, 

conjured t the parſon to excommunicate the guilty; but 
raid not. 1 that the 1 was aQually b. 
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conclude that it cannot miſs to be exceſſive 


ſlippery. A ſtranger will have ſ me diff R 1 
culty in clambering over it. The natives 


cell it the Saddle, and that appellation cor- 
Teſponds 1 in ſome meaſure with its ſhape! 3 
but this name muſt have been originally 
given to it by a foreigner, as the old Sr, 

| "Kildians could have had no conception of 
the thing expreſſed by that word, any 


more than they have now of the chariots 
uſed by the ancient inhabitants of Britain 
for war, or g 82 5 _ moderns for 


Erna: 9 | e 


EEE SY 


| 1 90 the wind blew ith alli ths + fury ints 

the bay, and as the waves daſned them- 
ſelves with exceſſive violence againſt the 
Tock, juſt now deſcribed, it was impoſlible. 
to attempt a landin 8.— Red uced to almoſt 
the laſt extremity we dropped anchor bez. 
fore the Saddle, and made a ſhift to ſtand | 
there for five hours more in a moſt diſtreſs- 
Ful condition, drenched all over, ſhivering 
with cold, and under the dreadful ker 
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The machine conſtantly made uſe of in- 
Read of the anchor, by thoſe who make 
annual . Kilda, is a large 
wicker and nearly 


s the ca 
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"The people of 91, Ki da, upon the firſt 
notice they had of our arrival on their 
: oat, ran down from the villagt to 'otir 
Prom their behaviour pon the rhck; to 


— 8 pee fo for us to undeſtaill 
"the meaning of their cries; © we had 
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3 .li is Sertein mat the prſt anchors wege nud pf 


oP. or wand Joaded wi . Tacken 
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r that t] the! 1 2 their voy- 
5 — into Spun, having eur d maze Aber thin 
"Hei ip ew ca * wi lo from tfieit an- 


WW. 2 l, le oi apts biten wor” 
1 5 2 lar By: ole in the "mi | 


Ford fect piece of t ber chr ru 1 | 
appr. — they Have only. wor 9 
. which they. tie great ſtones, —The Hare * 
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rene greatly 


affected by our danger. From the repeat 
ed fignals qo ann; we concluded at laſt, 
* that in their opinion, we might ſafely 
weigh Truſting to their ſuperior ſkill, 
and our patience being quite exhauſtad, e 
took the hint without loſs of time But 
aſter approaching the Saudi, in ſphe of 
our united efforts, we were ſoon: rethived 
| to the? egen en l en 6 
. the Hoſt . 1 e 
438.4. fantly beach, acceſſible only at lo 
Mater. Here is a fort of landing plate 
though extremely dangerous, and ſoy that. 
reaſon ſeldom attempted, unleſs the weather 
be very favorable. To this beach the 
people ran in a body, after having directed 
s tc the fame: place. We obeyed 'will- 


ingly, and they, with an amazing intmpfi- 


A flew into the water to mert us amaolt = 
9 ate adventure, in which any other | 
rate of men W n 


ing. 
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ing. were they to ſec their neareſt relations 
in the ſame danger. The diſpoſition they 
made was this: After having divided and 
formed themſelves i into two lines, the two! 
ableſt men among them marched forward 
into the ſea, each in the front of his Own | 
little corps. Thoſe next in ſtrength and 
ſtature, ren theſe two leaders hy the 
| middle, the reſt from one end of each 
- row to the other, clung faſt to thoſe im- 
| mediately before them, wading forward. till 
| thoſe who were formoſt in the rank, and 
after them every one elſe in the order i in 
which he ſtood, got hold of the boat. . 
Tlhoſe who go from year to year to St. "Kilda, 
always take the precaution to wrap a ſtrong 
rope round the ſtern of their boat, and tir 
another to the prow. As ſoon as tlie Sr. 
: Kildians have poſted themſelves round it, 
they immediately hand about the two 
. ene to W kg the wo- 
port x the 


ef the wotk:—This operation which/is fo 
f Art 7 55 : "NF 
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very neceſſary, being ſoon over, a gene- 
ral ſignal is given, and every individual 

_ exerts himſelf with all his ſtrength and 
ſpirit: The conſequence is, the boat and _ 

every thing contained in it, are with ſur- 
prifing quickneſs and dexterity hauled on 
"__ * reach of the ſea. aff 

All the Aab of this'a art was with the 2 
greateſt alacrity tried upon this occaſion, 
and with a ſucceſs beyond any thing I 
could have expected Without giving. 
time to any one of us to jump out into the 
water, the Sr. Kildians hoiſted up, almoſt 

in a moment our little veſſel, ourſelves, and 

all the luggage that belonged to us, to 8. — 
os of the trasd. | HF JOEY - 


fie RY Kilda, the eoiſeoabllo" may Santis re- 
lief as well as elſewhere. We were received. 

there by a very hoſpitable race of barba- 
rians (if any one incline to call them fo) 
' with the heartieſt congratulations, the ſin- 
cereſt profeſſions of friendſhip, and the 
NEE ftrongeſt 
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11. is b Mk hs nk; WER 
thoſe who inhabit that diviſion of the 


Weftern Highlands, are much the rydeſt;! 
the moſt brutal-and mercileſs, and in one 


word, the moſt ſavage-like men within the 
kingdom of Great. Britain. Whether that 


opinion be ſtrictiy juſt or not, is ſubmitted: 
_ tb thoſe, and to thoſe only, who have 


ſenſe and virtue enough to: diveſt them- 
ſelves of popular qr early prejudices. One 
thing 1 may venture to affirm without 
committing the ſmalleſt treſpaſs againſt | 
truth, that thoſe ſeafaring people, who 
have the misfortune to be ſhipwrecked 
about the Weſtern Wands, or are reduced to 
extreme diſtreſs there, are treated with 
much greater humanity and Chriſtian: be! 
nevolence, than many of their fellow ſuf- 
ferers, whoſe harder fate drives them to the - 
more barbargus:fhores of ſome other divi- 
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fe is certain that theſe wl ve 
would meet with ſtronger marks of true 
politeneſs, or, what i is infinitely more valu- 
able, of real compaſſion and generoſity alt: 


Si. Kilda, than i in t the more civilized IR 
I now allude to, IT. wy 
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I we ai the finall pace of. me 
which intervened between the end and be⸗ 
ginning of our diſtreſs, without taking the 
agonies which affected us ſo ſeverely into 
the account, the duration. of our miſery 
was far from being very long; but our 
fears, which ſettled at aft i in a total de- 
ſpondency, lengthened out every minute 
to a degree mconceivable to thoſe who: are 
ſtrangers to perils of this kind. But in- 
deed experience, if examined with tare, 
will convince every man that if the tral 
of ideas Which ſucceed one anether be 

greatly accelerated or retarded by any 


cauſe, external or internal, time though 
_ conſtantly running forward, with the fame 
equal Pace, muſt be . ſhorter 
1 wy Cz 1 "© 
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or longer, with regard to the perſon. i in 


whoſe mind theſe ideas are formed. It is 


certain that if one be totally ſwallowed 


op in a pleaſing contemplation of long 
continuance, he is ſcarce able to perceive 


the diſtance that lies, or that ſucceſſion of 
moments that iritervened, between the 


firſt and the laſt thought, ſenſation, or re- 
flection which paſſed through his mind 
8780 was occaſion. * 8 15 


uy on the other hand, it is ly certain 
that the great rapidity of the many diffe- 


; rent and inconſiſtent ideas which are con- 


ceived i in the mind, when our bodies are 
racked with acute pains, or our hearts 


| overwhelmed. with any tormenting affec- 
. tion, eſpecially a as men have more than-an 


ordinary ſenſibility in ſuch conjunctures, 


will greatly increaſe or prolong every mo- 


ment of our time, beyond its natural 
length, Natural, according to our ordi- 


o 


ry way of, eaſing; Na ot of our 


| duration. e ee Na 
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AS Common- wealth of St. Kilda, are no 
more than three ſmall iſlands and five 
naked rocks, —The principal iſland, to- 
gether with the reſt, lies in the ocean, of 
old called the Deucaledonian: Its latitude I | 
take to be about 58 degrees and 30 mi- 
nutes. If the ordinary computation bes | 
juſt, it is at the diſtance of eighteen lea- : 
gues from Norib. Diſt, to which it once be |} 
longed, and at that of twenty from Harris, ñdU! 
of which it is now in ſome manner a pen- — 
dicle. —The length of the whole iſland is A 
at leaſt three Engh/h miles, from eaſt to | 
| weſt; and its breadth from fouth to north, 
not leſs than two.——lts whole circumfe- 
rence is faced with an inacceſſible barrier 
of rocks, two places only excepted ; one to 
„„ the 
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„1 
the north-weſt, of which afterwards, and 
the other to the ſouth-eaſt, | 


| Here is a large bay formed by two pro- 
| A montories, the firſt running out to the 
13 north- eaſt ſide of the iſland, and the other 
* to the ſouth end: The former extends no 
i great way, but the latter occupies a conſi- 
derable tract of ground; and from its 
ſouthern extremity deſcribing a ſort of 
curve, inſimuates itſelf gradually into the 
land, till it comes to "the north, where Hu 
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HW This 27 is ſo open on the one ide, 
5 Fr on the other ſo much expoſed to 
ſqually gales of wind; which from the tops 
of hills and rocks immenſely high, ruſh 
down through a deep and hollow vale, 
With vaſt impetuoſity, that it muſt be, in 
muy opinion, an unſafe road for veſſels of 
any burden, before the latter end of April, 
and after the middle of Huguſt. I am 
aſſ ured the ns affords very good an- 
5 A chorage: 
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chorage: The experiment has been lately 
made and repeated with all the TON _ 
could be teſired. «of e 
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The Band ef Nature has divided S7. Kilda 5 | 
in four diſtinct parts. Theſe are ſeparated ; 
from one another by five hills, which are 
to the ſea-ſide faced with frightful preci- 
pices; the ſmalleſt of which would deeply 
engage the attention of a ſpectator any 
Where elſe, —The three that lye towards 
che ſouth and welt carry names, which, like 
thoſe of almoſt every place in the High- 
lands, very juſtly expreſs their ſituation, 
or the appearance they make to the 
| eye, —That at the greateſt diſtance from 
theſe is called Oftrivaill, a compound word, 
partly Gothic and partly Gallic; which fi ig- 
nifies the Eaſtern mount. But the fifth, 
which riſes gradually from the head of the 
bay, is without the ſmalleſt exaggeration,” 
4 real prodigy in its kind, and may per- 
haps not unjuſtly be ſtiled the Teneriffe of 
cha 1 name of 1 it 18 Conagra. 
C 4 The 
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| The top of this enormous maſs of mat- 
ter commands a very extenſive proſpect. 
In a clear day, if the weather be ſettled, 
all the Long Iſland, that is to ſay, a tract 
of land and ſea, more than a hundred and 
forty miles in length, may be ſcen-from it. 
hut the moſt ſtriking circumſtance about 
this great and wonderful object, is the figure 
it makes on the north-ſide : there it hangs 
over the deep in a moſt frightful manner. A 
view of it from the ſea fills a man with aſto- 
niſhment, and a look over it from above 
ſtrikes him with horror, —Moſt of the 
crew were ſo terrified that they would not 
venture to gratify their curioſity in this re- 
ſpect, till the natives took hold of their 
heels as they lay flat to look over it; yet a 
St. Kilian will ſtand or bt on the very 
brink of this ſtupenduous precipice, with 
the moſt careleſs indifference. —I made a 
ſhift to take its height with ſome degree of 
exactneſs, and found it no leſs than nine 
hundred fathoms.—ad I never ſeen this 
immenſe 
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W _ 1 ſhould very, probably diſ- 
pute the credibility of the account now 
given, juſt as much as any one elſe may 
do, after peruſing this account. 


The hills of St. Kilda are, near their 
tops, moſtly naked, being either covered 
with looſe mouldering ſtones, or pootly 
clad with ſome ſmall ſcattered tufts of a 
ſhort kind of heath. From the appear- 
ance they now make or formerly made, 
one of them is called Ruai-mbazl, or the 
Red- hill, and the other Mulach-geall, a. 
the White-ſummit. 2 | 


It is far from being 1 matter of wonder, 
that the tops of high mountains, and more 
eſpecially in the Highlands of. Scotland, 
| ſhould be deſtitute of graſs. Great tem- 
peſts of wind and rain, to ſay nothing of 
thunder and earthquakes, muſt very na- 
turally in a courſe of ages, carry away im- 
menſe quantities of earth from them, and 
the acceſſion of new matter which they re- 
teive 
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 ceive cannot be very conſid erable. —The 
lower grounds, at the foot of the moun- 
tains, will be riſing up. from year to year, 
and in fact we ſee that theſe too undergo 
NE portable ns, 
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In the turk. pits aug there, a prodjgoks 


> Hs number of trees, almoſt entire, are fre- 
i 4. ans found, Which muſt have been | 


buried i in theſe places, after having been 
killed or plucked away from their roots, 
by the vaſt quantities c of earth which had 
been waſhed away from off the faces of the 
hills above. This, and other accidental 
circumſtances, conſidered, it is poſſible 
enough that many of thoſe mountains in 
different places, which now make ſo dreary 
an appearance, may have been once; ſome 
of the moſt beautiful. objects in the coun- 
tries where they ſtand; that 1s, rich in 
graſs, and clad with a variety of trees.— 
Certai n it is, 1 that men who have attained 
to a great age, have in this, and many 
other, countries, ſeen extraordinary changes 

wrought 
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vrought on forne hills, a on the che, 


rere to hens.” 
The cron) of _ Kite; like Wucht ct 

| enlateſt part of that over all the Highlands, 
is much better calculated for paſture than 
| tillage—Reſtrained by Hleneſfs, a fault or 
vice much more pardonable here than in 
any other part of Great-Britain, or UE. - 
couraged by the form of goverhment under 
which they live, the people of this iſland | 
ſtudy to rear up ſheep, and to kill wild. 
fowl, much more than to engage deeply in 
the More toilſome buſmeſs o rg 


* 


Their arable land d hardly dies eighty 
wy though to theſe might be added a 
great many more, were induſtry to be re- | 
warded, and the ſpirit of it raiſed there. - 

All the lands already cultivated lye very 
5 compactly together within the precincts of 


we . in which the Whole community Th 
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In the lower grounds are many ex- 
8 plots. of graſs, which though ge- 
nerally ſhort, is very cloſe. | That in the 
val ley on the north weſt ſide 7 of the. iſland 
is peculiarly fine. This delightful valley 
is called, from an Amazon very famous 
in the traditions of the iſland, and whoſe 
houſe, or diary of ſtone, is ſtill extant, 
the Female Warrior 7 Glen. A rivulet 
runs through the middle of it, and dif. 
charges itſelf into the ſea, near the ſmall 
ereck they call Camper, or the crooked land- 
1 g place, where the people make a ſhift 

to put in, if under an unavoidable neceſ- 
ſity of making ſo deſperate an experiment, 
or if the ſea be quite ſmooth.— Above this 
1 vinding ſort of creek, in the delightful 
| valley juſt now mentioned, are ſome choice 
ſpots of ground, where one may ſee inter- 
mixed with the more common kinds of 
graſs, a great and beautiful variety of the 
richeſt plants, clover, „white and red; 
daiſies, crowfoot, dandelion, and plan- 
tains of every ſort. As ſome things are pe- 
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cular. to almoſt every place, as well as 
clime, it is probable there may be plants 
in this, every way ſtrange, land, wr are 
not the growth of any — foil. | 

Near the Cones i is a ir bet : Tat. 
ful ſpot, . covered all over with a moſt ex- 
quilitely- fine kind of Sorrel. It is by 
far the moſt delicious I ever taſted; having 
Wo moſt agreable ſort of poignancy, tem- 


pered with mildneſs enough to correct its 


acrimony. There is a ſpecies of wild fowl 
on the iſland; which are extremely fond 
of it. (Of theſe we ſhall ſpeak in a 


more proper place.) 1 ſuppoſe the excre- 
ment of this fowl contributes much to 


| the fertility of this ſpot, and to the 0 
lame cauſe the ſorrel ee owes its £ 
ſup erior good quality 8 
x eee cattle 0b Se. Kilda | feed theft i 
riouliy quring the ſummer ſeaſon, on the 
plots of graſs no deſcribed; and here 
they yield, it may. bs, e en 
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mentioned: Theſe ſer 
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more han ordinary quantities of mill. 1 
bad occaſion to know the quality of it 
The cream It gives i is ſo luſcious, or uber 


ſo ſtrong, that ſome r Prople fiekne 
e png it. | 
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1 "WY Web red. Saadet mt al the 
bnd hitherto cultivated in Sr. Nl 1 lies 
round the village. The ſoil is thin, full 
of grayel, and of conſequence very fharp.— 
Originally it was covered and lined with a 
vaſt number of ſtones, which have been all 
cleared away by the inhabitants in ſotne 
former period. Alkthe arable land is di⸗ 
Vvided out into a great many unequal plots, 
and every one of cheſe is in a manner in- 
dloſed and kept invariably within the ſame. 
bounds, by the help of the ſtones juſt now 4 

12 "AY beufdurte 


and are not to be removed or any how 
a violated, "any 1 more than thoſe were b the 
Antient Romans, Which their anceſtors had 


_ g6dicated to their God Herminus: Hence 


it is, that a Sr. Kilian will find it impof- 
S $2072 " | | ſible, 
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ſible, a avariciqus er cunning he 
may be, to hurt his. neighbo urs, by en- 
croachig « on his farm in this way; And as. 
the ſeveral plots, though very numerous, 
have every one of them, the ſmalleſt as 
well as the largeſt, a diſtinction by which 
it is diſcriminated from all the reſt; the 
whole body of the people may in à ſtormy 
day aſſemble together in one place, and 
without any difficulty divide all their 
ground at a fire: ſide, without perambulat- 


ä ing or taking a ſurvey of it; and Wie in 
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Which the land has, been parcelled out, 
have been tranſmitted from one generation 
to another. Theſe ſound very ſtrangely, 
and are not, it is plain, originally Gallic. 
or this reaſon there is not any one 
Among the Sr. Kildians, who: wall pretend 
10 4kplain the meaning of them: But one 
| may eaſily diſcover the traces of an Eugliſb 
and Latin origin; in many of their voca- 
62212, 1 14 bles, 


oy 
18 


2 5 \ 


a. H STORY ar 


Fl 's, in . of all the changes they muſt g 
hi e unde gone in courſe of es, while 


5 en mee ane Lof very indelicate © cars. 
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; | iow in the: 
e hiſtory, that ſeveral 
me Laymen too, from 
à foreign land , muſt have viſited this 
pp in Lore Semen. Theſe men 
muſt have been undoubtedly accounted 
able Stateſmen, and profound Scholars, 
by the poor ignorant people of 5. Kilda. 
It is extremel y probable that one or more 
of theſe men may - have uſurped. a kind 
of 'Tribunitian power, or may have exer- 
ciſed it in à legal way, that is, with the 
full and unanimous conſent of the com- 
munity; 100g. we have reaſon. to believe, 
- Tiilune or Eccigſaſtical De- 
J th Hon: have framed. a body . 
Ee. laws for the uſe of this little 
. . it is hard to b determine : 
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Lace, as it is more likely they were 
of the former order; itis plain they had craft 
or vanity enough, to give myſteriouſly learn-" 
ed names to every diſtinct portion of the 
ground, which their ſuperior knowledge, or 
public character, gave them a right to divide 
and to diſtinguiſh with what appellations 
they pleaſed. But a long ſeries of ages, the 
incorrect ear of an ignorant people, and that 
vitious manner of pronouncing words, to 
which the S. Kilians are incorrigibly ad- 
dicted, muſt have ad ulterated or greatly 
ſpoiled the original names which were 
given to moſt, if not all, the arable plots. . 
Among the beſt of theſe are the divi- 
ſions called Multum agria, Multum taurus, 
Multum favere, or Multum fodere, Queen 
o Scot, Land dotteros, or the Doctor's ground, 


Lan-phalin, or Paul's diuiſon. It is eri- 


dent theſe appellations were invented by 
men, who knew ſomewhat of the Latin 
ad Engl, iſp tongues. N | 


The foil around the village engt na- 
turally Poor, 1s rendered extremely fertile, 
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by. the ſingular; induſtry of very jodicius 
= huſbandmen: Theſe prepare and manure 


every inch of their ground, ſo as to con- 
vert it into a kind of garden.—All the i in- 


ſtruments of agriculture they uſe, or in- 


deed require, according to their ſyſtem, are 


. ſpade, a wall, and a rake or harrow.— 


After turning up the ground with the | 


ſpade, they rake or harrow it very cares 
Fully, removing every ſmall ſtone, every 
noxicus root or growing weed that falls 
in their way, and pound down. very 
operation. is over, they fow. their kilo 
fields, ſtrewing them over with a valuable 
kind of manure, of which afterwards.— 
| 1 fay. with this choice ſort of manure, if 
5 they intend to raiſe a crop of harley +: and 


clod into duſt “. ——As ſoot 


Virgil pave his cee af chis part of the 


| 95 i Kilda ſyſtem of huſbandry, about- eighteen hun- 


ed years ago, and plighted his ord. that it will be | 
always crowned with ſucceſs, © 


* Multum adeo raſtris glebas qui FAY: ieren b 
- 5 Vimineaſque trahit crates juvat arva, neque lm 
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with-that of; the ordinaty kind, if a en 
eee dee 3 barroor b 


ace, will be amply re nas 5 1 
b ne curſe the A for the Puniſh- * 


It is certain that a ſmall number f 
acres well prepared in St. Kilda, in this 
ad W 0 more ow to the 3 
ber. when: aa handed 3 ina N = 
is the caſe. in the other weſtern iſfles®. The 1 
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= The Conſuls and Dickata :of ald Reme had: no. 
more than a few acres to their ſhare: But as the land 0 
ni they lived was fruitful and judiciouſly divided 7 
inta little pargels ; little, according to our eſti Te” 
| farms; though large enough to ſuppart induſtrious fa>. 
milies; it maintained, though uo mare. than a ſmal! 
. part of; ah, a more numerous people than all that Þ} 
country, under its preſent management, is now able to 1 
bear. It is impoſſible to account, in a rational way, _ 1 
1 tag! 'thoſe vaſt multitudes which the land of Canaan | 
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people of St. Kilda' ſow and reap very. 


early, I mean, earlier than any of their 
neighbours on the weſtern coaſt of Scot- 
land. The ſail, I have already remarked, 
is naturally ſharp and not ſpungy— The | 
heat of the ſan; reflected from the hills 


and rocks into a low valley facing the 


ſouth-eaſt, muſt in the ſummer time be. 
quite intenſe, and however rainy the cli- 
mate is, tlie corn muſt, for | theſe. rea- 
ſons, grow. very. faſt and ripen early.— 
- E ſaw the barley: of this iſland about the 
beginning of June, and obſerved that it 
was higher in the ſtalk than N 1 a | 
ever ſeen elſewhere at that ſcaſen nn 


once 1 without che belp of commerce, 2 land 4 
rugged enough and of no great extent; unleſs we re- 
ſolve the matter into the ſame natural cauſes of ſmall 
farms and great induſtry. When a people happen to 
be addicted to commerce, and are under the neceſſity 
of maintaining ſtanding armies, it may then be juſtly 
queſtioned, whether in that ſituation of affairs, the 
ground fit for — ee hs: frittered | e ee 
= e m—_— CET 51-3 | 
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The harveſt is commonly over in this 
place before the beginning of September; 
and ſhould it fall out otherwiſe, the 
whole crop will be almoſt deſtroyed by 
the equinoctial ſtorms.— All the iſlanders 
on the weſtern coaſt, have great reaſon to 
dread the fury of autumnal tempeſts: _ 
Theſe, together with the exceſſive quanti- 
ties of rain they have, generally, through- 
out ſeven or eight months of the year, are 
: undoubtedly the moſt diſadvantageous and 
unhappy circumſtances of their lives. The 
S. Kildians, have more than an . ou Ry 
tion of this fore evil“ i 1 
0 U Any perſon who lives for a as of years a Wo 
in St. Kilda, or in the iſland near it, will be ſenſible. . 
pot there is not any thing, poetically hyperbolical, i in 
the deſcription which Virgil gives of what he had pro- 


'bably: ſeen in * pong of 1 near r che N or | 


' Abjeriine-hilles + Ty . 1 
ee Spe ego, eum 3 8 88 arvis 5 7 | 
4e Agricola, et fragili jam ſtringeret hordea 1 
. Omnia ventorum concurtere proelia vid: 
Que gravidam Jate ſegetem ab radicibus imis 
« Sublime expulſam eruerent: ita turbine nigro : * 4 
ec Ferret N rere levern Ripulaſque volantls. | 
| 10: 1 1 Grond. I. v. 316. 
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. Barley and oats are the only ſorts of 


* 


grain known at 87. Killa, nor does it ſeem 
calculated for any other.— Fifty bolls of 
tte former, eld Highland meaſure, are 
every year brought from there to Harris 
and all the weſtern iſlands hardly produce 
any thing ſo good of the kind. Potatotes 
have been introduced WOO that people 
only of late, and hitherto N 1 5 caiſed | 
180 wy N _ chem. PT TGO 
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| The oily appear ce of e 
whole land, ſo the natives call tlieir prin- 
dal iſland in their on language, is n 
more than a very inconſiderable piece of 
gr. und, onde: is incloſed, and planted 
1 Nest ! 145 been 8b- 
1 : Fut "that. garden ſtuffs were in muc 
Aàreater eſteem among the lower ran 8 of ; 
Wo people in the weſtern. iſlands ſome "Years 
back than they are at preſent, now that 
potatoes © - univerſally cultivated,” and 
with ſuch. extraordina ary ſüccefs. "The'rea rea- 


9 . : ſon; is obvious; and the fame reaſon will 
"0 . : „ Ve . = 4 8 | 2 47 : 4 . 5 very 
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1 1 the St. Kilbins; from | 


attempting any enn in the e 


_ #111: 4) 


The gronnd. on 4 5 ab ee Ra of | 
the ifland, is incomparably better in ſome 
parts of it, than that round the village. 
The ſteward, or in other words, the per- 
ſon to hom the proprietor gives the may 
nagement of the place, prevailed with 
ſome . of the, people, a a few years ago, to 
make an experiment on two or three ſmall 
ſpots: there, by turning and ſowing them; 
but, ſo. rank were the blades, and fo. weak 
the ſtalks, that the whole was laid before 


the ears were perfectly formed. From 


this unſucceſsful expetiment they draw. an 
- nent ircefiſtibly ſtrong: They would 
have it thought ſo; againſt all future trials 
if the ſame kind. But their real and great 
_objeQtion, againſt all improvements in this 
way, is the terrible inconvenience of want- 
ing the fineſt part of their. grab; which 
Henan ſenſible enough would be, in ſome 
ttatt! n meaſure 


40 HISTORY vr 


I 4 . 


© meaſure loſt to them, were this rich ground 


once tilled, It is true, their cattle. are 


much more beneficial to the ſteward than 
to them; as he has an old preſcription, 


right to all the milk they yield, from the 


beginning of May till after Michaelmaſs ; 


but ill they are of | ſome conſiderable ad- 
vantage to themſelves; as their wives and 
daughters are employed (like thoſe who 
were made hewers of wood and draw 
ers of water, by their maſters in the land 


of Canaan, for a crime of which the St. 


Kildians were never guilty) in crak 
theſe cattle; in which the owners are mo 
intereſted 8 when leſs uſeful, _ 


1 4 
; 2142 
} 144 


* Anditier mighty en is, that 
the ſteward will always have it in His. 
power to monopolize the whole trade of 
this iſland, if one may ſo ſpeak; or, n 
other words, to ingroſs every thing it pro- 


duces, excepting what 1 is neceſſary to keep 
the people alive; or to render them fit for 


the an, rather for another than for 
_ | | them- 
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themſelves: Nor is it an eaſy matter to re- 
dreſs this grievance. So peculiarly unhappy 
is the place in its ſituation, that the inha- 
bitants muſt, I am afraid, to the end of 
time, be wholly at the mercy of ſome one 
| perſon, who may ſwallow all the ſmall 
commodities this iſland can afford ; and 
rule the whole community with a rod 
of iron, unleſs reſtrained by honour, con- 
| anal or an uncommon _— ve bk 


LS ** . 55 4 PIE. ” L434 9 3 
£33 — 1 


01 his days a true ſtate of their eals/itd 
raiſe” up larger quantities of corn than 
their land now produces, or what will be 
neceſſary to ſupport them, would contri- 
bute very little to the n of the 
In Kildians. 
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_— St. Kilda Houſes —Of the Stabe 
Houſe, and a Druidital Place f Tau) 
15 e a e ee ef 


33 K 8 4 Ai 24 144 . Al. 


N the eat ſule uf the und; mths 


diftance of à quarter of a mile from 
f more than unde 


the bay, lies the vil 
mentioned already. Here the whoteibody 
of this little people live together, like the 
inhabitants of a-town: or city. RI [their 
ouſes are built in tuo row gaundantly re- 
gulir-and facing one another; with à toler- 

„ eee in 25 enn hixhi they 
wl * N PO __ 
Nn 
Theſe habitations are ITY a: con- 
trived in a very uncommon manner. Every | 
one of them is flat in the roof, or nearly 
ſo, much like the houſes of ſome oriental 
nations. That from any one of theſe the 

St. Kildians have borrowed their manner 

„„ 4 09 oh 


Tt Oe TOEEIER * » 
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of: ND ras no man * Lene will. enters 
_ tain a ſuſpicion. They have been taught 
this leſſon Ale W own reaſon, ; improved 


* * a 1 1 f 2 
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77 1 0 3 enn Ca? 
11 869 511 — 4 


The e ph are i in wtäch'thelr dot has oo, 
hn Pechlariy ſubje& to violent ſqualk and 
farjous 'hurricades: Were their Houſes 
raiſed'hifther thun at "preſent; 'they believe 
the firſt winter ſtorm would bring them 
Gow about their ears. For this reaſon 


* — | — | take in 3 


* 


1 0 l 19603 1 ee, 1 818. 
w irkelelhabinericun Ire und 
"of a tough ghitthrkind of ftones; huddled 
up together in haſte, without either lime 
or mortar, from mira to nine foot high. 
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linie bent uf the tratls. 1005 chen ; 
* are overlaid with flags, and large * 
enough to contain three: perſdus. In the 
peat opaiing, by way of 


& door, 


* 
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b | „ 8 3 
f 000? f Which is much t too narrow and low 


15 7 


All their dwelling h pens are e divided in- 
to two apartments by partition walls. In 
the diviſion next the door, which is much 
+ the. largeſt, they have their cattle ſtalled 
during the whole winter ſeaſon ; the other 
: ſerves fer pen, hall n NE rooms"; 17 

"the will be Amp expefted wet n 
of men and women, bred in St. Kilday 
muſt be-a; very ſlovenly generation, and | 
| every way inelegant. I confeſs it is im- 
poſſible to defend them from this imputa- 

Ban —Their method of preparing 4 Tort 
of manure, to them indeed of vaſt uſe, 

T proves 2 they a are e vefy indelicate. 9. 


* 
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. Sh having burnt A onfalernble quan- 
bc tity of dried turf, they ſpread the'aſhes with 
the niceſt care over the floor of that apart 
ment; in which they eat and ſleep. Theſe 
aſhes ſo exactly laid out, they cover with 


* 
: * 
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4 lich friable ſort of earth: Over cal bed 
of earth they ſcatter. a proportionable heap 
of that duſt into which peats are apt to 
crumble away: This done, they water, tread 

and beat the whole compoſt into a hard 
floor, on which they immediately make 
new fires very large, and never extinguiſh. 
ed till they have a ſufficient ſtock of new 
aſhes on hand. The ſame operations are 
repeated with a never failing punctuality 
till they are juſt ready to ſow their barley; 
by that time the walls of their houſes are 
ſunk down from eight or nine foot, to 
about four or five. | 1 


| \ To h _ | aaa enough for accumulating 

| heaps of this compoſt one above another, 

the ancient St. Kldians had ingenuity. 

enough to contrive their beds within the 
hnings of their walls, and it was for the 

ſame reaſon they took care to raiſe theſe 
walls to an height far from being common 

in the other weſtern iſlands. 


The ee eee this way mußt 
wadoubtedly.- be good, though probably. 
than of long duration, as it is 
| Geattered in ſmall quantities upon the ſur- 
face of the ground; fo that the fiery: and 
+0008 _— of at muſt ſoon. mers 


Hoa, 


. eiqus; and one may an --A 


2 genuine St. Killian would ſeruple to bar- 


i LE ber it away * * the diamonds in Rraft 


: 6 5 5 | 
7 ner f 
725 4 8 3 1 * 1 5 # | v4, +4 4 wx 55 


5 | | 97-20 2101 HIGGE 
* It is certain that deantineſs muſt contri- 
. greatly to health, and of courſe len- 


„ dee in ſpite of that inſtance of in« 
\. » . qelicacy now given, and many more which 
4 might have been added, 1 have not been 
able to find, that the people of this Wand 


2 


. Their total want of theſe articles of luxury: 
1 5 Wich have ſo. natural a tendency to de- 
1 ſtroy the conſtitution of the human body, 


+ 
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and their moderateexerciſes; will, togeth 


with ſome other cireumſtances, keep the 


5 the ballance of life equal enough between 


them and thoſe who are — 5 ſtrangers 


| Beſides the n houſes dlicady de. 
faibed, there are a prodigious number of 
little cells, diſperſed over all the iſtand; 
which confiſt entirely of ftones, without 
any the fmalleſt help of timber. Theſe 
cells are from twelve to ei ighteen feet in 
length, and a little more than ſeven in 


height. — Their breadth at the foundation, 
is nearly equal to the height. Every ſtone 


hangs above that immediately below, not 


perpendicularly but inclines foreward, fo as 


to be nearer the oppolite ſide of the Grot- 


foe; and thus by imperceptible degrees till 


the two higheſt courſes are near enough to 


be covered by a ſingle flag at the top. 


To hinder the rain from falling down be- 


the interſtices above; the upper part 
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of the building is overlaid 1 MN which 
| looks like a fine green. ſward, wile new. 


© The 5 9 1 0 ſecure thee peats, eggs, 
and wildfowl, within theſe ſmall repoſito- 
Nl Every St. Kildian has his ſhare of 
them, in proportion to the extent of land 
he poſſeſſes, or the rent he pays to the 
ſte ward. From the conſtruction of theſe 
[ cells, and the toil they muſt have coſt be- 
fore they could have been finiſhed, it ſeems 
plain that thoſe who put them together, 
were, if not more ingenious than their 
nei ighbours i in the adjacent iſlands, at leaſt 
more induſtrious: than their own ſucceſſors. 


On the Peninſula, N terminates 1 50 
tires bay on the ſouth fide, and which, 
dat. high water 1s ſurrounded by the fea, 
. and in every reſpect an iſland; 18 fituated 
an old ruinous fort, called by the natives 

2 Dun. Jr. Bbolg. W 


1 he ſtones of which this W 1 tabrie 
VN as conſtructed, are large, nearly ſquare, and 
W ” | | muſt 


Po 10 De 14 
muſt of 1 have: been wrought 
out f a'quarty;:chers being none of the 
fame colour or ſubſtande t be found in 
the-iſland; above greund - -HNds plai hae 
rnoſe wic Haid them togetker, underſtood 
the rules oFE-maſonry-inuch better thati'the 
St. Kildians of this age, and they melt 
have been undoubtedly men of greater 
wo ootved 1911s. T1011 if 1 5 N 502 
2010938 leinftmu>il s dim bl: ad? by 

| dhe anti stieg, with: W ie 
Had oceativh N Conve Ohe eme of the 
woſtern\Whds/\were fanalfel br learriedly 
Ignotant ꝭnobgiitg. cen Mmpeehat this füt 
was buils By che HELLO thife Hen 
ade meatſt che Poe! oPIifuly,> Ur he 
Voſes fn ad HEINE TiheUntiquaties 
affered hiff fit Cana the Head of Her 
woos Holgſci ans was employed urbailding 
is. St. Kildian edifice) that Furms, itiole 
Failhfub ally-chis heraine was; in thhf daft 
period of er life, Had engaged foricodf 
his Ruruli ons ifiotfie ſanbe hopeful adven- 
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uke, and that iber gte fen neat” che 
45 : | 8 0 Pyre- 


H LST ORT or 
. Pyrenæan mountains, in conjunction with 
ſome Nuſſans from the banks of the Volga, 
had lent theirkind aſſiſtance; any one of theſe 
conceits would have been not more ridicu- 
Jous than the firſt, as the ſimilarity of the 
name is much the Aen. all, __ te . 


Ei hz 1 L i 11 wks 3 


Sole hip nice, alter having oblig: 

X the world with a circumſtantial account 
of two jlluſtrious worthies, Partbolunus 
and Nemedius, both, originally from Scythits 
near the Tanais, and; Palus Mavtis, who 
either planted or conquered their Hand, 
land that very early, go on with a chrono- 
Jegical exactneſs hardly to be paralelled, to 
give us the adventures of Fir-Boſgs, a new 
ii colony, extremely ancient, though 
Aater than Parihelanus, Næamædiuso and their 
Aabieste Ihe anceſtors. of thei Fir- Bolgs 
Went, it ems; from they know not whete 
to Gice, under the auſpicious eonduc̃t of 
Seen Breac : and the poſterity of theſe, 
ur re kd in that landa : ſeiged * 


HS 7 A 


ETL Dei „ 
x flect belonging to their,perſecutois, ſailed» 
for Treland, atid performed many wonders 


ful feats there. 3 Tx 211 5575 2101 52 & rs | 


1 Wannen the schält 
Seets; and ſome of the Highlanders among 

tlie reſt, have for many ages back valued: 

themſelves not a little upon their imaginarʒ 
deſcent from the old Hibernians and we may 
in my apprehenſion f find the true reaſon why. 
Se. Kilda fort had the honour of being 
d Dun: fir: Bbylg, in that popula, tho? 

| up RON: 2012. BOB 23-6 7 
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Fd eie nila i856 

8 - Another, ireaſan. too 1 3 
The people of this iſland have. a tradition 
that one; Aacguin, an Iriſb rovet, was the 
belt perſon when ſettled himfelf and a co- 
bon) of his countrymen in their lang. he” 
Be that how it will, it is matter of ſome 


wonder, that resſanable men. ſhould have 
5 thought of rearing up ſuch an expenſive 
fabric in à place ſo remote; which nature 
+ ok ys almoſt impregnable in every part 
Ia E 2 © of 


of it; r 8 les were un- 
der apprehenſions of being . ee 
and moleſted Rare. S454 46 51 1G 

lk 1 were ndt aftaid. "of being Wb 

| fanciful in my conjectures, I ſhould maks, 

no difficulty of ſuſpecting that the antient 
 Hibernians derived their name of Fir. Bhutg, 
from the Chic won s Fir, men j and 
Blog, or Bull, which, according 10 Fifus 
Pompeius, ſignified among the Cana leathern 

a : budget, ori bag made c \ſkins,* "The d 

i _ themſelves, and the Scots Highlanders, e 

But tain 5 word i in n their We 8 


3 eren: batten fallow, Nusa 
! all his hopes and Felicity: in a budget o 
* Mir of thatkind ; and it may be ſaidꝭ per? 
I taps; without the {ſtnalleſt deviation from 
© — Huth; that the Ziibernans'of very teriote 
= es, had amnöng their Tithe utenſils or im- 
nds U £218 4 211113 91 10.9 18 HO; 1 

* emed urg) f Jormity lan; quanie in Hoy 


a: Per, hominis bul 2 = 
72 Zo een ei Satyrab. 
2 9 EA _ plwKements, 
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plements, ſcarce any thing more valuable 
than bags of much the ſame ſort.— Their 
furniture while at home muff have been 
quite inconſiderable; and when employed 
in military expeditions it is certain that 
rhey and ſoms ethers ſecured” and carried 
their er in ſuch N 415704 
_ _ BA e 6 Db ce 2115 | 
It is u wüde came: baBleg | 
| is e one, according to this 
etymon; but that can never be a ſolid ob- 
jection againſt the propriety or juſtneſs of 
it z as long as iti muſt be acknowledged, 
that the appellations Cymbrizs)Socat, All- 
mami, Pitts, fe Srotti, 71 Brigantes, 2 Pæones, | 
Cyclapes; -Bdgande, and many more, be- 
longing to whole nations: and mighty 
* were originally ꝓpprobrious; tho 
Ee of eee, unn 


2 


The greateſt artificial ceariclity within 
f = Rs hte vey Comemonwealth, 
20 iſland "wales hatt be dcleribed Aer | 

$3  :: 
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ck” in my een e alk ee re 
e a Druidical place of een 1 
mY: give oped e e 
FR the Gtoe K 1 ages chock (@ the 
| 0 time cannot be afcertained) a bold, 
public- ſpirited, or ſelf- intereſted perſon, 
whole name was Staller, or tbe nan of" the 
5 tee gelb un inſurrection, or rebelled 
againſt the governor or ſteward, and at 
the head ofoa party engaged in the ſame 
.diſloyal- conſpiracy : (or: rather ſtruggle for 
bert y) poſſeſſed himſelf of Seay, and main- 
ctained his'poſt there for ſomè time. Here 
he built a ſtrange kind of habitation for 
himſelf and his accomplices The ſtory 
is of an antient date, but is, by this extra- 
ordinary monur ent, in ſome e au- 
N dagen | 
U Che a is e foot high, *. its 
top lies almoſt level with the earth, hy 
* it is ſurrounded; uw it is of a 


"Eo 


* | an... 
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circular form, and all its parts are con- 
trived ſo, that a ſingle ſtone covers the 


top. If this ſtone is removed, the houſe 


has a very ſufficient vent. An the middle; 

of the floor is a large hearth. Round the 
wall i is a paved ſeat, on which ſixteen per- 
ſons may conveniently ſit. Here are four 
beds roofed with ſtrong flags or ſtone 
lintels, every one of which is capable 


enough to receive four men. To each oy. 
| theſe beds is a ſeparate entry; the diſtances 


between theſe different openings, agent 
TO in lone n ſo n ae 193 


73 13 
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| aka made this artificial cove, had un- 


doubtedly ſufficient reaſons good enough” 
to juſtify his taſte of architecture; that he 


muſt have wanted timber to build in the 
common way is morally certain; it is 


equally ſo, that he muſt have been appre- 


henſive the enemy would invade his little 


kingdom in the night-time: To this we 
muſt add that he. and his aſſociates were 
"M4 in 


a 


e faflechs eaves, Which they 


k \ 


56 HS TO RV. er 


incddanger of perifning by the Munter clds 
All theſe vonſidefatiens- müſt have 11: 


mſelf and bis coe 


palons iti! 4 ſecure place under ground, 


like thoſe eld · Germ of whoth” Tacitur 
gives the folle wing decount. ( It is the” 
<:64ſtorm vf ᷑heſo mei to open up fabter- 


with a grehr quantity ef dung: Their 


«chile candeuofeen the figout of the 285 


25 delign 18 to. r e Places 6 retreat in 


ter. voldsg and: beſides, if an enemy 


0 Wie grodenigh;ponkdengion cd. 


«ſhould at any time make an irruption 


( into thibir (oantry; hs plunders only the 


«cplabes'open to view, but ISE Which lis“ 
i xonrealed or axe dug under ground, ate 


4 nh˙t fliſcovered, or deceive the ' enemy. | 


«for this very reaſon, that's narcow ſearch" 
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duced the antient Ger to load their dens above 
with Freat quan tles 0 aa ( Mults inſuper imo 


iii 3 | onerant, 5; 
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The ſtones of Which this ſtrafige Habi- 
tation Was made, ate actly like hol n in 
Hume. Nholg. That this fupitive co 55 
have procured tools to work theſe! $f" of 
a quarry ; that he and his fellow adven- 
turets, ſixteen perfor s only, could Have 
finilhed his building ln Ra, that _ 
c6ult Have ſupporteu ctemlelzes if ch . 
ifl#id withoat any tillage for a 1 of | 
years, of that they cotild have defeited or 


refiſted the fuperiot force of an exaſperated | 
governour for a long time; all this, to 5 me, | 
is g credible. 3 


* 448 | 5 W „ e 1 > * 
8 1 75 * ” bs * FE wil #4 
9 Y A. 4. 3115 4 11 ' * 74 


T Af here Ahellie 5 2 a co FTE 
cone mag thi is Houſe a id the Duda 


50 eNi $7 | 
onerant,” is is the pn ar 5 language) I cannot for mY 


| ſhare, *cotypretiend, after hearing the reaſon affigned ; 
for that cuſtom, I can ſcarce Kinder myſelf from ſuſ- 
pecting that the text has been corrupted; for ſhould 
the e of the text now before us ſtand. thus 
6 N ulta infuper humo”) whith is no more than 2 
fight alteration, the reaſoning would be ſtronger, the 
wopds and ideas leſs offenſive; and the practice ef the 
Germans more agree able to that of the Armenians, Sore 
matians, ancient Scots, and ſome other nations. 


+ ah : place 
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53 HISTORY, oF 
place of worſhip mentioned above; which, 
| though not. juſtified by the traditions of 
the iſland, may, for, e J can fee, be 
equally ee 7000 BORE 
7 What I: call a Druidicat 255 BY wor- 

ſhip, i is a large circle of huge ſtones fixed 
| perpendicularly in the ground, at equal 
diſtances from one another, with one more 
| remarkably regular i in the center, which is 
flat in the top, and one would think ſacred 
1 in a more eminent degree. | 


= 
54. * 
T's * 


Should one | poſitively em that Ben | 
diſn Was eſtabliſhed in this TRIO and 
"I with , appearance 5 —— be 
called 4 hunter of chimeras, or an advo- 
cate, for paradoxes.—All the temptation 
that could have invited prieſts of that 
inſtitution thither, might have been, it is 
natural to think, very eaſily enumerated : : 
But arguments drawn from ſecular advan- 
tages and inconveniencies, are not always 


sr. K I. L D A. 59. 
concluſive 1 in matters of this kind, What 
muſt we think of the antient Brachmans,, 5 
and Gymnoſopbiſte, or the modern Dervices 
and Faguinti. What ould have tempted 
the men of theſe different profeſſions, to 
renounce all commerce with the other ſects, 
to abſtain from wine, and animal food, 
or to deny themſelves a thouſand innocent 
gratil ifications, —And what ſhall we fay of 


the Anchorets amon g the ae de Chri- 


Ambition, as well as * has ſtrange 
effects on the human mind, and if thoſe 
principles of action happen to dwell in 


the fa me breaſt, . muſt e * 
ſtran ngely. 


- u 


If ſands C dig Reclefaſties influenced 
by, ſuperſtition, avarice and enthuſiaſm, of 
"Tome higher principle, have prevailed with 
themſelves to fix their reſidence in St. Killa, 
where is the wonder that a Druidical Prieſt, 
akute by ſome one of theſe motives, 
might 


a x 1 $T'ORY* or 
« rhight have pate Hümtelk ar the head g 
litffe elke 2 A 
an. _ £12900: ©7 30 r * Das 
"It is is true het a ale my oa trees Wei 1 | 
modern Hirta; but were i 5 certain c f 
fieh thing ev r ited” tHe? And this 
Di could Hör exerciſe” 135 Reder 
fünction Withoüt tlie Minletoo, tlie leaves 
of that t factedd Kind of wood 18 circun 8 
änce too material to have been forgotten - 
by Czſer in his account of that famous 
ſect) yet a Prieſt of that Many wh 
might citry theſe indiſpe nfibly nec 
5 implements from fomie oth ler 7 into 5 54 
ffland.— Pim, or any other author. k has 
not informed us, that the leaves 4 nd | holy 
fruit of that tree were inſignificant or pro- 
fane, unleſs newly plucked, or lopped 
Aa fromm an oak, fo as to be quite freſh; 
| beſides it is very probable chat Sr. Killa Pro 
diced ſome” wood mthee days of Paga if 
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70 me it Appen ex comely probable, 
that! the n monument in the St. Kildz 


or. 
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off Barry muſt have been a Pagan temple 

or place of worſhip. That it cauld not have 
been intended for a ſeat of judicature, for 
the coronation of a King. for a repoſitorx 
of the deal, or fox tranſmitting the memory 

of à battle u paſſerity, ſeems very plain; 
and it is hardly poſſible to gonesive for 
. | 
buttheofervice of religion. gave g ey wi 

idem Nobigd edt to 100 1052 i 
ourhe 1S/2Je#f80h6uſk,” hic Lies at 5 
gieat diftahen ron it, muſt hh ye been the 
work of time, expence, anch trariquillity. e 
I have a ſtrong ſuſpicion that a Dai muſt 


have been the founder of ct tod ane that — 


_ the Prieſts. ofvthat! orden (men: fond of xe$ 
umment) may have dwelt theres! [Iam 
{enfible thatuanc:objection,: rather ſpecidus 

thaw ynanfwerable, may be ſtarted againſt 
this faneys but ifeany perſdir ſhall be uin 
the humour of calling it à groundlleſs oe 
eee to nene cons 
jecture. fto-yiis to doris oel Bens ac | 
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re rr: 
It is certain that ſome Chriſtian Monks 
have viſited the Hirta iſlands, and took up 
- their reſidence! there Alt is equally true, 


that though. the generality of that tribe 


were a lazy uſeleſs race of mortals; not a 


few of then gave extraordinary: proofs of 
Ingenuity anddꝭ a ſteady perſeverance at very 
hard labo 
profeſſion have hewn cells for themſelves 
and ſucceſſors out of the hardeſt marble 
quarries.—A $4. Kilda Monk bf the ſame 


r. Some men of that caſt and 


active turn having a vaſt number of idlg 


bouts to lay out on amuſements, after 
having gone through the more ſerious 
affairs of devotion, may have thouglit of 
buiſding:this:ror) antic houſe) And as he 
would have found out in a little times that 
this work-Was: a. relaxation to his mind ; 


d would, M fihiſhed, prove à very coms 


fortable dwelling place to himſelf: ant 
others; it is poſſible: he world have ſpared 


no expence to make it habitable.— Andi if 
jp he wanted the aſſiſtance of any one: fellow 


la- 


ST. KI L D A. 
labourer, or more, a brother Hermit, or 
the obſequious ſlaves of Hirta; who doubt- | 


leſs thought any ſervice done to ſo holy a 
perſon, meritorious, would have very cheare | 
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of 15. 12 80 = 14 religing 1 7 7." 
and 22 ler of Paganiſm in St. Kilda. 


E have reaſan to believe that Chri- 
ſtianity muſt have made ſome pro- 
6 ; in our country, before the reign of 
' Conſtantine the Great : During '$ the heat of 
that general perſecution under Di ocletian, 
' ſome of thoſe who had embraced that re- 


F gion, dreading the unrelenting cruelty of 
that blood-thirſty tyrant, muſt have fled 


from South-Britain,. a Roman province at 


that time, and taken refuge 1 in the Caledo- 
1 nian territories: : Our hiſtorians tell us ſo, 


and nothing ca can ber more e probable. wad 


There were : ſome of theſe refug gees, whom 


the remarkable auſterity of their lives, an 
_ _ univerſal ſanctity of manners, and the 


: ſÞir wo doctri ine, rendered ſo vener- 


able 


F Kk II DA. 65 
able that the poor cells in which they 


dwelt, 'or- ay "concealed, were in more 


erſtitious times eſteemed holy places. . 
Where theſe Ruts once ſtood churches 
were built, and it was thought that theſe 
churches were highly honoured in carrying 
the names of the cells, together with thoſe 
of the holy: perſons who had for ſome time 
eohified"thinleiver” within theſe humble 
ves. This is the origin of the names 
given dan for many” ages back, to 
that vaſt number of parochial churches 
and chapels in Scolland and Treland, which 
have the word: Ki, in Galic, Cille, . in 
te Latin, n prefixed to chem. . 
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Monkery began in the 2 wad . | 
firmly eſtabliſhed there before it was in- 
troduced into the weſtern provinces of the 
ne Empire. The cruelties exerciſed by 
Pagan inquiſitors, drove many of the pri- 


ft 


mitive Chriſtians: into deſerts, and forced 


them to practiſe extraordinary ſeverities: 
This bade cburſe of Ifen, though at firſt 
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” ritoripus ſert of | diſcipline under H 
Chriſtian Emperors, partieulariy men, 


: eee the greateſt; names of 


1 auddber 1 ee Suck 
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- voluntary, v was: 5 — very m. 


ting and his ſong, it was greatly encourage 


eds and at laſt, dignifisd g mh 


. rene ; is 
> S4%® SS&4w is 2 4.4. 10 * 
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tale of Den 
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7 — . abide fonle- 


bien and mad: freaks,. of, which ſome: wha 


followed this unluey ſyſtem of philoſephy 


an uſeleſa taeg of: fangticd may daferve 
ſome pity, but ent not the ſmalleſt de- 
Free ane l ee 7 . 5 

ii 26/7 It mae nary bog)! 1 ver! 
e are: tald by moans {ings 
Bae, and- Adiimwan, [the firih: an dngh- 
Saxon, the latter a Scotfruan;! aud : Abbot 
of Jona, that ſome of : the! deine i phi- 
Abont a third part of -Columba's like; which 
e 4 5 T 7 ” Was 
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 . written by Atamnadh, is cee, of 
WM extthvigahr ien. * And the life 
| 1 which Be, has fa. 


of SI. 
Yi ec us In PURE ard verfe, will farnifh 
BbtH this creduldüs afd Uftbefieving fender, 
. g che kee chtettdiniithr of che faite 
Kind. Bur Whither one cloofes to give 
falch to thele SHY fucff He" miräclts, r 
ter wife, WE have bocca ft to believe that 
the Kto flted of dul itte: Wers 4 mere fl. 
Monat and ufefof” ra6& of men, thatl the 
| otlental redluſts „lo were guilty of the 
"Kft iherelfäbfe mimoen of every fed 
Yirtue, Meat time, from that Hut nur '6f 
25 SHAH With which the whole tribe 
5 Vi uit vl iy Poſſelted, in all the different 5 
quarters of the Wörfd, as well as from a 
Holland paſſage 8 ef Beds hiſtory, & we 


> : cannot bi wp coͤnclude that not 4 few of” the : 


Eng) 1/2 an&'Sco/t; 5 mönlts, were ſapertti- 
tioufly fond of ſolitary and remote places, 
FW © fond of little Iſles, fond: of 1 Heir 


belles unde er A | cruel mortification. 
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But if Providence has ever deſigned any ; 


man for Monſkiſh auſterities, or if any 


part of the globe has been deſtined by na- 
ture for Hermits, undoubtedly Sr. Kilda- 
muſt be one of theſe ſtations. It ighardly 


poſſible for the human imagination to 


3 14 e ee, a place, and ſo muct 
out of the way. of temptation, to fall de- 


frame an idea, of a place better calculated 
for all the voluntary pennances of a reli- 
gious ſelf tormentor, than this dreary and c 
almoſt inacceſſible ile: Here all the perni- 
cious influence of evil company, all avoca- ; 
tions from the great buſineſs, of the ſpiri- . 
tual life, all the flatteries of ſenſe and time, 


| are ” aa totally. excluded : and it was 


4 
. 
* & 


"ht ately. fond of it, and to embrace the 


firſt opportunity of eah ing, his uling 
wen there. ee 


x 7 $1 F 7 3 '4 *; 
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"Whither the | firſt Monk who cet to 
: S.. Kilda, was older than Columba, Bridget, 
224 t 7 18 N 


—. A -. 69 
Patric, or Palladius, it is hard to deter- 
mine; I think it is very probable that ſome. 
of Columba's diſciples were the firſt teachers 
of Chriſtianity there. That venerable man 
ſent one or more of his Monks, to convert 
the Pagan inhabitants of the Oriney iſlands, 
ſo we are told by Adamnan, in that Saints 
life; and what could have hindred the 
ſame holy perſon from extending his pa- 
nearer to his favorite Jona, and to Sr. Kilda. | 
among the reſt? One thing is certain that 
a temple has been dedicated to that illuſ- 
trious Abbot there, which in the language 
of the place is called Columbcille to this 
day: It lies on the weſt ſide of the village, 
and has neither Altar, croſs. or el withis 
3 On 5 2 


We are told by ſome Iriſh Legends, 
quoted by Dy. Hanmer in his chronicle of 
that kingdom, that Columba dedicated ' all 
the e n he W either to Chrift or 

a 51) $08; 
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CE 


thol things with regard to godlineſs and 


the Trinity: guch Legends are — | 
evidences in a matter of that kind. Bede's 
character of Calumba and his diſciples; 
render the account they giue of theſe 
churches een "1 eker l e 
a were! quite out of the world, were 


* . to Bor, and practiſed only 


ſtity which they were able to: K 
ine ue ene Evang 
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neee to this lehr wien . largeſt 
an in Si. Killa, was dedicated to ui, | 
4 is gabelt hn danke f. It was hallt of 
* dene 


4 Þ Hit, beg lib. 3 cap. 4. : 


, 
» ; F 


ns To: ene ir will beg. perhaps,. matter 
E: wonder, that the greateſt patt of, the churches in 

cotland, AS well as elſewhere, ſhould haye been dedi- 
pated to Saints, male and female, rather than to Al- 
- wighty God, or to $6: all-merciful Saviour of fi: 
a ki : 


| dont; 46d 4 
is twerity-f6ur-Feet, and its breadit'46 


Front the village, and to the ſoutli-wett 
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t out arly & nent: i ten 


T0671, 
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teen. This was in former times the prin- 


cipat plack bf worſhip in the He; arid here 


: = continue £6 Buffer dead. 
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1 97. Killa, 41 the Fliakite x 4 As 


is à hapel, Nee of the 
flick cle Beudin's teiple: It Rs an 
altar within, atid forme Monkiſfr cells with- 
out it. Theſt are Uniolt entire td mull 


- 
. 1 


bod. Rur theſe men. 8 be ee Sang to * 


real ; enius of f Popery. Whether i it be true or falſe that 


cle void paid to Saints and Angels, is uftimatt 
leſblukd into the glory of the Suprenie Paulie, Ver- 


ain chat where the Romi/þ ſuperſtitioh is firmly efta- 
| bliſhed, and withoutcontroul, 1 many more, Aue- Maria's, 
are repeated than Pater- Neſlers; ect in other words» 


Hit greatef Honour is paid't3 ME creature than to the 
region, uinſeſs: it can be ſijd with. juſtice, chat 8 

IR the Father- of mercies by. addrefling him too 
oft ab men are gullty of an unpardoflable pre- 

3 by approaching him without imploring the 
aſſiſtance of petſons to whom neither the goſpel nor 

our own reaſon a ae or eg us to have recourſe, 
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of conſequence be of later date, than the 

holy DIA dedicated jo l And thy 
„ in the Gale jak was an 


405 Saint, and if we give credit to Le- 
gends, of which his country affords a very 


great ſtore, was a perſon deeply verſed in 


the liberal ſciences, and a great traveller; 


| In the courſe. of his peregrinations, which ; 


coſt him ſeveral years; he viſited the weſtern, 
iſles of. Scotland. Before his j journey, thither 


he became the Father of three, thouſand 


5 Manks, who earned their bread with the 


labour of their own hands, agreeable to 15 


the faſhion of theſe n more ſimple ages. This 


vaſt multitude of Brendan s diſciples: lived 


5 together 1 in Wales; the good man himſelf 
was cotempotary with "Columba. f After 


having finiſhed. his trayels and Tabours ; in 


Britain, he returned at laſt to his native 


Eph and Tied 2 Whey < of ig gr , 4. 
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Beſides = mare famous . purgatory, 
which belonged to St. Patric in Treland. 
there was another, though an ignoble one, 
comparatively ſpeaking, which was called 
after this Brianin: From this \circumſtance 
we may conclude that his character muſt 
have been very high i in that country. But 
however worthy he and others of the ſamg 
credit for ſanctity, may have been of that 

glorious name; it is remarkable that in the 
ancient language of Nerth-Britain. and Ire. 
land, neither Brianin, nor any one elle of 
thoſe holy men, who' were much ſuperiox 5 
to him in merit, were dignified with th 
title of Saint; ; neither he, nor Columba, nur 
Bridget, nor Patric,” no, nor the Apoſtles IP 

of Te efus, had that very ſignificant. word 
prefixed to their names in that tongue, 
while by thoſe who ſpoke the Latin, and 
the modern languages « of Europe, this high 
title was in their. great. wiſdom. very lis 
berally diſpenſed: Nay ſometimes it has | 
been moſt” graciouſly given to imaginary 
Figs and in great aumbers too, witneſs 
St. 
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and what is ſtill worſe,” though not more 
xidiculons, it has been moſt unfulity pro- 
Firnted 60 the worſt, or to the moft fooliſh 
of men; by: thoſe who had a very ftranpe 
right, \thouy 4 Ant one,” to *cativhize 
whom, ab is Oy" what 19 7277 Uivaigt 


on 1 


ene Brenden in the weſtern iſles,” I 


* 1 447 I 


1224 4 5 3 


* 


5 » Had wer church -which Pretends to . exchiy 


ve right to the name, and will content herſelf. with 
Nig; les thum rafellibility,” inipoſed' Her atbitraty 
_ - commanys: gh: her obſequious votaries, to ad thoſe 


Saint who have peen undoubtedly tranſlated 60. thi 
regions o 


argument, or pretext With which the aaa to 

Joticy her praduce, would ſurely appear inch more 
$0; the advantage j but moſt abſurdly, poo; hi not un- 
| politically, the common mother of all Chriſtians obli- 
Ser her children to give due worſhip ( Acbitus cultus, 
Kath the countiÞ-of Ten very indeterminately] ot a 
much of adoration a3! they pleaſe; not only to cheke}, | 
BY to: the ſouls of departed. perſons, hoſe characters 


of glory, and them only, the, lauſibility of the 


life were 1 e de ee or Femarkably 


Barra 


wo” - 4 ws, % * e % IP 
, 8 7 | | .- 
* 3 - 8 


” 
Barra he had a httle temple, and his image 


was to be ſeen there, ſome little time age, 
deft up in linnen, and enxiched with the 
unexpenhive donatives of many pins and 
uſeleſs: needles, The more ſuperſtitious 
| part of the people ther held him in great 
veneration: One af the. natives, mere 
workdly ings; u ſeems, than religious, 
22 nn ſpade. ona 


and on e kolp.dapy A 
reproved him ſevercly for an act of impisty 
ſo daring. The ſinner being at work in a 
'bolow, from which he could have no view 
af the chapel, nor one who ſtood; there f 
bim, anſwered. ſcoffingly that Briamim coul 
ok poſſihiy ſee: him where he was employ 
ed. The Saint greatly provaked by this 
blaſphemous ſarcaſm, vindicated his ins- 

ed hanour, ſo tradition will have ity miga«/ 
.culouſly ſtriking the wicked infidel! bling. 

After ſo ſignal a judgment, tho greateſt 
' unbeliever 1 in Barra could 1Aard! 
profaning a minute of the time devoted to 


4 was to formidable and ven geful. 


ardly think of 
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Brendan s feſtival day was celebrated at 
Wo Kilda, on the twenty-ſeventh of May, 
the ſixteenth of the ſame month was ſet 
apart for the ſame good . in the 
calendar. A blunder of the fame kind has 
been committed by the people of this iſland, 
or by thoſe who framed that table of ſacred 
chronology. The day formerly obſerved at 
St. Killa, in commemoration of St. Coluinha, 
was the ſixteenth of June, in the calendar 
it falls upon the ninth. Here is a contra- 
diction which many will call a matter of 
not the ſmalleſt importance. But thoſe 
Who have read the unedifying hiſtory of 
the diſputes, with regard to the exact time 
of celebrating the paſchal feſtival, diſputes 
which produeed the moſt unchriſtian ani- 
moſities, and a ſchiſm which ſix. whole 
-centuries were hardly able to cure, muſt 
be ſenſible that a contr overſy of this kind 
would have deen once 2 pa a "__ hs 
xlous Air. 1171 5 
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theſe two Saints, and abſtained religiouſly 
from the more heavy drudgeries of agricul- 


ture, taking care at the ſame time to d give 


F.4 40 3 


due attention to other. important: affairs. 
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In thoſe 8 diſtricts, where the a 


Rowiſh ſuperſtition, continue to: preva 


people of that communion, though 4 — Y 
by the laws of their church, from toiling 


at the plough, ſpade and ſickle in thoſe 


ſea 


holy & 


_ 9 time uſefully in 
e r of rural buſineſs. 
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8 HE . Kildians a are : too mk "ar tos | 
. good proteſtants, to neglect their 
ſecular affairs on, the feſtival days of Ca- 
lumbs and Brendan. During the reign of : 
Popery. they paid extraordinary honours to 


ealons, either have. OF. take. a diſpen- 5 


©. 118 45k x: 'of 


This lucky expedient by which religion and 

the world are judfeic uſly blended together, 
Chriſtian Rome has li & many more of 
her inſtitutions and cuſtoms, borrowed from 
i her Pagun mother. The Pfince of Latin 
poets has informed us, that the ſwains of his 
E ountry were Permitted on ſucred days to 
drain their fields, if 'ove 0 verflown,. to fence 
Heir's corn with. ed eb, to lay flares "fot 
birds, to burn thorhs or brambles, to Wath 

he Hleitting flock int the Btobilots Brook, 


un us carry c oil and tut to the märker e. 


* 05 his days Aa to the 2 3 
7 Cloth 4 afid Brendan AE S. Kilda, a '2 | 
8 milk of the Common. wealth, is with a 2 


ry « | Quito pon is quadam 5 
e Fas & jura ſinunt. Rivos deducere nally 
© & Raligio veruit, ſeget! pretendere pet, on” 
gti ——— ol 
* Balantumque ren Arie wertes falubri.... 
| Vine. Grzoks. I. v. 25. * eg. 
| . lity, 
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Every thing iti common. It is probable 


fame cuſtom, in imitation of thein neigh - 
bours, or perhaps in conformity to the 


Am, or love feaſts; uhereim all the di- 


ald and young, were Who leid aſids. 


gr. K IL DA 77 5 
| fixgcovery ak woman and hid ie 


nnn 4 tb 
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Aion only pretend en Fey 
whom, and at what time, this anhunl-and: 
Bede that fame. of the Britiſ Monks had 


that thoſe uf Jau inay have followed the 


practice af the Bainta at Jeruſalenu in the 
Apoſtolic times. It is probable: at leaſt, 
that upon emraeudinaiy | ori ſtated ' acaay 


Kot, tbeſe 300ä men would hehe follow 


the primitive) faſliion of cabrating the 


KinAions:of high and low; nich amdippot, 


A ig Aue 


the love feaſts, hong inſtitut- 


ien to great ahuſes: not to ſa canda- 


lous exceſſes, were at laſt aboliſhed every 


Bettitn ; where: 


” HISTORY or 
wh ber But as tlie people of 87. Killa were 
in no great danger of running into de- 
baucheries, and as their teachers were, per- 
haps, undcquainted with the new law whith 
_- abragate the old cuſtom, I ſee little teaſon 
for doubting, that ſome one of thoſe honeſt 
old faſhioned men would have given the 
ſanction of his authority to a practice pers. 
fectly innocent, in a place ſo much vut of 
the ee vice and * + the'Excuſſes f ind ; 


* 5 | : r 
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1 Malb have Gains to ſhow i in the 3 
quel; that Culdees, one or more, muſt have 
viſited this iſland in ſome diſtant period. 
We are told: 180 the learned Sir James Dal: 
| nis collections concerning tlie 
Saar | | Sew that thalerof that order 
at {ſome things i in „ and e 
Iroperty®.. This bs. proves from an 

eld regiſter of the priory of Sr. Aridrews. 
What things the Culuees had in common, 
anc what otherwiſe, cannot * . 


* * Dalrymple Galle. chap. 7. CE BR. 
20g - maines 
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N mined at this diſtance of time. But that 
ſome one of that denomination muſt have 
preſeribed the rule, hitherto obſerved by 


the St. Kildians, with regard to their 


milk or annual love feaſts, 18 perfectly 
credible: and that theſe men had a parti- 


cular regard for Columba, and Brendan, ap- 
pears from the honour done them in that 


* * 
Way. 
BY ; 
s 8% þ x 


' Bhides * two 1 dans pe eady men- 
toned, the people of this iſland obſerve 
four more, Cbriſimas, the firſt day of the 
new year, Eafter and Michaelmas.. On the 


two firſt of theſe anniverſaries, they eat the 


beſt things their land affords, drink very 


liber ally, and dance with great {kill and | 


agility. . On Eaſter-Sunday they are rather 


very grave. than like others in the hum- 


our of enjoying the gratifications of life, 
At Mz ichaelmas the ableſt horſemen among 
them, ride their little high mettled nags 


r ſo. Ld Numidians or. old- Britains, 
11 . with- 
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„ HISTORY %or - 
? without ſaddles, ſtirrups or bridles. Thoſe 


who diſtinguiſh themſelves in theſe races, 
are ſu premely happy in the rewards of 


glory and honour which they obtain, tho 


ſtrangers to the royal-plates of the mo- 
derns, and the palm crowns. of ancient 
times. 5 


. was, til of late, an univerſal cultoil 
among the iſlanders on Michaelmas-day, to 


Prepare in every family a loaf or cake of 


bread, enormouſly large, and compounded 
of different ingredients. This cake be- 


longed to the Arch-angel, and had its , 
name from him. Every one in each fa- 


mily, whether ſtrangers or domeſtics, had 


his portion of this kind of ſhew-bread, 
and had of courſe ſome title to the friend- L 
ſhip and protection of Michael. In elan! 


a ſheep was killed in every Kamil that 
could afford one, on the ſame Anniver- - 


Gary; and it was ordained" by law, that 4 
ow of it ſhould be om to the poor. 


This 


> + & fn & © Sp 


NIL DAI 84 
wy » © 1 5 £ ; 4. 
— 4 QT | 


This and a great deal more Was done in 
that kingdom, to perpetuate the memory 


of a ſignal miracle wrought there by St. 


Patrick, through the aſſiſtance of the Arch- 
angel, who appeared to the holy man in 
the ſhape of a dove: Undoubtedly Aicbuers 
aid was neceſſary on that great vctafion; 


The Saint had a young Hibernian Prince, 


queen, to raiſe from the dead. This was 


effectually dont; and in commemoration 
of this ſtupendous action, Michaeimus was 
inſtituted a feſtal day of er pletityy: and 
nn nnn i Bf tete 


Abe * t mention ah . $4, | 


Nl altar; that in Brendan s Chapel, There 
are no leſs than four more in the iſland, 


of which three lie at conſiderable diſtances 


from tlie holy places. There is one-parti- 
cularly on the top of a hill to the ſouth- 


weſt, dedicated according to tradition to 


the God who preſides over Seaſons: The 
 ®/Keating's Gen, Hiſt, of Itel, B. Ib 5. 13, 
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: God of thunder, lightening, tempeſts and 
fair weather; TO avert the terrible Judg- 


'. ©. 


ments inflicted by this mighty Divin 
ancient St. Kildians offered propitiatory Gas 
crifices on this altar, ſacrifices of different 
ſorts, much like the old Pagant, who 
offered a black ſheep to Winter, or the 
Tempeſt, and a white one to the 1 
or ee een U 39 50 
e 
9 am ION to a n . St. Kilda 
h was the Taranis of the Celtic nations; 
Ia am the more confirmed; in this opi- 
nion, as there is an iſle on the coaſt of 
| © Harris, oppoſite to the place where this 
_ idolatry!-was practiſed, remarkably! ſub- 
| je&t to tempeſtuous weather, and it muſt 
have borrowed. its; name from this wild 
| and II Deity: : The iſle is called 
| | Taranſfty. To derive this name from S.. 
mas. "hnointiginaty being, like ſome 
others of the Cæleſtial Hierarchy, is in my 
er enen 157 Ts cabin” ecvr- bear 


n hem N Zephyris elieibus 


FEY iy 2 : IF VIRGIL, 
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apprehenſion, one of thoſe chimeras which 


every. ingenious man will ſometimes create 


to himſelf and others. Should it be aſked 
how the St. Kildians became acquainted 
with the Taranis of Paganiſm, I anſwer, 


that this terrible! Deity was' worſhiped by 
all the Celtic nations, and from ſome one of 
theſe, that little people muſt have derived 


their origin. I add further, that the Danes 


and Norwegians, were heathens for a long 
time after they began to infeſt the Britan- 
nie iſlands, and it js certain that they were 
poſſeſſed. of all the Ebudes for ſeveral cen- 


turies; and copſegneaaly of St. Kilda, _ 


* — „ 
3 


Te icy whete- the pevghe bY this 


iſland, offered their victims to Taranis, is 
called Mulach. geall, that is to ſay, the 


White eminence or hill, a name of exactly 


the ſame import with Apenninus of Haly; 


as the Penrith of South-Britain, in the land 


of the ancient Brigantes, is the ſame in its 
meaning. with Ruai med, or Red hill or 
St, Nds. Axl 
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86. HISTORY-or 


The eaſtern nations performed their 

| perſtitious rites, on the more ſolemn occa- 
ions, upon the tops of mountains. Every 
one has read or heard of the high places, 
ſo frequently mentioned in the Old Teſta. 
ment. The barbarous heathens of the 
North adopted the ſame cuſtom. All 
theſe nations were ignorant enough to 
| Imagine, that their Gods would hear and 
ſee them upon theſe eminences much better 
than in the lower grounds. That they 


were nearer Heaven in this ſituation, might 


be ſaid with ſome plauſibility. The pri- 
vacy and remoteneſs of ſuch places, was tho 
beſt argument that 8 have been 7 
5 to dale the + neg „„ ol 
In the flee of Acht bin that lies di- 
refty in the road, from the Sr. Kilda vil- 
lage to the valley on the north-weſt ſide, 
there is a very large ſtone, white and ſquare, 
on which they formerly poured, on the 
Sundays, libations of milk; to a ſubordinate 
5 Divinity, whoſe name was Gruagach. Ac- 

. cording 


jectures very ingenioufly, that Grannus is a 


8 r. KIL D A. 87 
cording to the belief of ſome weak, ſuper- 
ſtitiouſly inclined perſons in the iſlands, 


this Gruogach was a good humoured, ſpor- 


tive and placable Deity. He was likewiſe very 5 
moderate in his demands; a ſmall tribute g 
of milk, when eaſily ſpared, the milk of a 

ſingle cow in Summer or Autumn, was 
enough to conciliate his friendſhip. The ; 
name of this God ſignifies, in the Galie | 
1 one e with fine hair or e treſſes. 


The Warndt oa not _ told, that an 


epithet of exactly the ſame meaning was 


given by the Greeks and Romans to Apollo, 
and Apollo was once the cowherd of Adme- 
tus King of Theſſaly or Pberæ: It ſeems 


plain, from an inſcription dug up near 


Edinburgh, about two centuries ago, that 
this Deity was worſhiped by the Britons, 


under the title, or additional name, of 


Grannus. The Curious may fee the inſcrip- 
tion in Cambden's Britannia, and in the ar- 
ticle Gadeni. That excellent antiquary con- 


G 4 Celtic 


x 


Haien Ky: dr 


© Celtic word, which ſignifies one with re- 
markably good hair. To ſupport this 


fancy, he quotes a paſſage from Ifabre, 


which ſhows that the long hair of the 


Goths were called Granni. I add, that in 


the ancient language of this country, Graine 


conveys the very ſame idea: Admitting 
therefore Cambdens conjecture, Grannus 


and Gruagach are vocables of the ſame im- 


port; and as the two words are equivalent 


in ſenſe, ſo it 1s to. be remembered, that the 
libations ſet apart. for the Gruagach were 
offered to him on the day conſecrated « 40 


the fan, 0 


1 little: bong FE ad: Rane: now 


Sided, (and it may be obſerved that there 
was a Grugach ſtone, in almoſt every village 
throughout the weſtern iſles) there is a 
little green plain, which the Sr. Kildians 
call Liani- nin- ore, that is to ſay the plain 

| of ſpells, exorciſms, or prayers, ore being 
derived from the Latin word oro. Here 


5 the old Sr. Kildians nord the bleſſing 


4 of 


sr. K 1 E D A. 99 
of their God on their cattle, and here they 
luſtrated or ſanCtified theſe cattle with falt,: 
water and fire, every time they were re- 
moved from one grazing place to another. 
By the virtue of this ceremony they con- 
jured away, ſo they fondly thought, the 
power of faſcinations; the malignity of 
elves, and the vengeance of every ons 
e . ce e awe ry 


The iter and more learned nations or ED, 
Greece and Italy, made uſe of fire, ſulphur, 
Md holy-water for much the ſame pur- 
Poſes; and ſomething quite analogous to 
the St. Kilda ſuperſtition, was practiſec 
every year by the Fratres Arvales of Rome, 
as well as by every huſbandman i Latium. 
Tibullas is pretty full on this ſubject “; and 
I know not whether it be quite unneceſſary 


to add, that the ſame fine writer informs 


us likewiſe, © (Ovid does the ſame) that 
milk libations were offered by the Romans 
to the Gods and Goddeſs of cattle. 


; Lib. I. Eleg. JJ... 
Below 


_ HISTORY or 


Below the field of Spells and Luſtrations 
| there. is another beautiful ſpot, tolerably 
_ extenſive, and in appearance fertile. The 
people are obſtinately averſe to turn it up 
for corn, wag poſſeſſed with a :ftrong 
belief, that the fpot ought to be kept 
inviolably ſacred, and that ſuch a bold 
incroachment. on it would be infallibly 
attended with the loſs of their boat, 
or ſome other public calamity. They 
have forgotten the name 'of the Divinity 
to whom this ground belongs; but like 


13 the old Aubenians, and ſome other nations 


| they are determined at all adventures to 
F. — their n God. | 


3 A a ſome pains to reaſon and ridi- 
eule them out of this abſurd fancy, but to 
little purpoſe. They appealed firſt to the 
fad experience of their predeceſſors, and 
afterwards eluded my arguments, by main- 
taining, with a violent obſtinacy, that the 
| 8 produce of this ſpot, if tilled, could never 
balance the expence. In ſhort, if any one 

os ex- 


ST, TLD - on 
excepting the Steward, ſhould preſume 
to turn this ſacred plot, I am perſuad- 
ed that the Sz. Kildians, would, with a 
much more honeſt zeal, ſeek their revenge 
on ſo impious a perſon, than Philip of 
Macedon and his confederates, did on the 
irreligious or greedy Phoczans, for their ſa- 


erilegious encroachments on the Delphic 
5 ee in his -1 Part 
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% the 8550 'fountains of St. Kilda, Culdees 
© once There. Hifta, the” true name 8 ber 


= 


r1 H E e water Þ Se. Kilda, bs 
beyond compariſon the fineſt 1 ever 
taſted, and one will eaſily find inexhauſt- 
able quantities of it in every corner of that 
ile. In this reſpect the natives have a very 
conſiderable advantage over their neigh- 
bours in ſome parts of the Long- Hand. 
Of theſe, many are under the hard neceſ- 
ſity of ſupplying their wants with a moſt 
diſagreeable ſort of water, which they 
either draw out of ſtanding pools, or ſkim 


1 away from off the ſurface of ſome little 


ſcanty ſprings, which are ſtrongly im- 
pregnated with ſalt, and very apt to dry 
up in the ſummer ſeaſon. The places 
where theſe men find it convenient to build 

their houſes, are generally very near the 


* SODA wn. 
'codſt of the weſtern ocean, and are almoſt 
in a level with it, ſo that the - fountains 
Which their hills produce, are ſwallowed 
up in the many lakes with which the coun» 
try is overſpread, or loſt in deep moraſſes, 
before they come down to the ſea-ſige. 
Ain St. Kilda, the ground is otherwiſe 
Lontrived. -The hills are exceſſively high, 
and almoſt perpetually covered with clouds. 
Iwill be naturally expected, that the water 
which flows. down from theſe muſt be 
clear, ſweet and copious, after it. is filtrated 
Wrong rocks, conſtantly ſupplied from 
never · failing ſource, and not in the ſmalleſ 
"degren-adulterated, by any thing that _ 
: render it diſagtecable or noxious. 
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In this iſlandare three ce conoeradeimaliy; 
Which have been held in the greateſt vene- 
ration of old. Of theſe the maſt remaræ- 

able is that near the Camper. or crooked 


bay. It is undoubtedly a veryinobls f foun- 
tain. They call it Tobirnimbuadb, or the 


. ng of diverſe virtues. During the reign : 
2 en 
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of Popery, the St. Kildians| paid a kind ef 


| Juſtify the by 8 


religious adoration to it, from a very fe» 


rious perſuaſion that the water had obtain- 


ed ſome extraordinary benediction, and in 
conſequence of that, had virtue enough to 
perform miraculous cures; Among the 
lower claſſes of mankind, it is hardly poſs 
ſible to conquer, or totally eradicate thoſe 
ſuperſtitious prepoſſeſſions which have the 


ſanction of antiquity, eſpecially if confirm 


ed by ſome lucky accidents; which ſeem to 


f 6f former ages. Weak 
and illiterate men will be ever ready to en. , 


_ tertain prejudices of that kind with the 


. prof dundeſt reſpect." Some little time ago, 


a perſon long afflicted with a diſtemper, 


which had defeated the ſkill of all the 


People about him, took it in his head to 


* 


g from 


*ris to St. Kilda, upon A ſort 


of religious Pi/grimage; His meaning 
eee ih bis Rn" AS tron 
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It was once a fundamental article of 
faith in this iſle, that the water here was 
a ſovereign cure for a great variety of diſ- 
tempers, deafneſs particularly, and every 
nervous diſeaſe. Near the fountain ſtood 
an altar, on which the diſtreſſed votaries 
laid down their oblations. Before they 
could touch the ſacred water, with any 
proſpect of ſucceſs, it was their conſtant 
practice to addreſs the Genius of the place 
with ſupplication and prayer. No one 
approached him with empty hands. But 
the devotees were abundantly frugal: The 


offerings prefented by them, were the ; e 
pooreſt acknowledgements that could be 


made to a ſuperior Being, from whom 
they had either hopes or fears. Shells and | 
pebbles, rags of linen or ſtuffs worn out, 
pins, needles, or ruſty. nails, were gene- 
rally all the tribute that was paid; and 
ſometimes, though rarely enough, „ copp er 
coins of the ſmalleſt value. Very freq vently 
the whole expence of the ſacrifice was no 
more than ſome one of the little common 
8 ſtones 
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ſtones that happened to be in the Pilgrim 8 
way. In the memory of our fathers ſome 
injudicious Proteſtants, who retained more 
or leſs of the old leaven, made a practice 
of leaving ſuch trifling donatives near the 
fuountains in the other weſtern iſles, I mean 
thoſe which were in every one of. them 
dedicated to ſome one Saint, Angel or Di- 
vinity, to the Lord, to Chris, to the Vir- 
Sin Mary, to St. Columba, St. Cuthbert, Ce. 
or. Michael. But We have great reaſon to 
doubt, that the donations made in the 
4 days « of Prieſt-craft, and. credulity, by | thoſe 
Well meaning believers, who had recourſe 
1 to ſuch. miraculous waters, were. l 
mw ank tart 9 en 
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This part. of what is go the old reli 
f gion, was undoubtedly, borrowed, like many 
more, from the Pagan, Theology, Among 
5 the Heathens of Laß, and other countries, 
4 every choice fountain w Was conſetratec ,and 
- Hacrifices were offered to them, as well as 


to the Deities who prefided,” over them. 
nenne,, e eee n 01 AI 06:1 
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Ovid in orms us, that the religious King | 


Numa offered a ſheep to a ſacred ſpring, 
of 'which ſcarce any had leave to drink, 


excepting two rural Divinities, Faunus 


and Picus. Horace, though none of the 
moſt ſaperſtitious men, in compliance 


ſurely with the practice of the times and 
| country i in Which he lived, made a ſolemn 


romiſe, in à beautiful little ode, which 
Rus immortalized the ſubject of it, that he 


| would" make a preſent of a very y fine kid, 


ſome fect wine, and 06 f . to a noble 5 


fountain itr His own Sabin Villa. Whether 


the Lyric Poet Tpoke ſeriouſſy on this oc ne 
filr, of indulged his Tportiye” vein, 1 1s 
ane to & are 91 moe inſtances, 5 


}{3 1, AA, * 


0 


Sötue ena, einer ober auen 7 
bs little acqua ainted w 
own religion, or perhaps Mere f in love wich 


the \ mne of the ſerpent, than” with the | 
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innocence of the dove, found out the uſe 
which thoſe of their perſuaſion might make 

of miraculous. fountains, as well as the 

Pagans. Licinius Mucianus, once the rival 
and afterwards the friend of Ye eſpaſian, ſaw, 
if we muſt believe Pliny the elder, a not- 
| able ſpring i in the iſland of Andros, which 
furniſhed a very conſiderable quantity of 

| wine upon certain, occaſions... This might 

indeed have happened, under the direction 
of ſome wiſe managers. It would have 
been an everlaſting diſgrace to our ur religion, 
that EHeathens could have outdone. us in 

workin 8. ſigns and wonders: Therefore a 

famous enough Chriſtian Biſhop, no leſs a 

man than St. Epiphanias, 1 au another 


I 


: which ſpouteg « out, though. not at a 

T know not how. much of the ſame: pre- 
FL 2 

| cious liquor. | But ſtreams and whole rivers 

of wine are nothing at all, however deſire- 

able, if compared to bodily health ; and 

that ineſ 1 Main if given 5 

Saint 
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Saint ha preſides over a fountain, ſhould; 


contribyte:more'to-devotion;than the mira- 
de ſeen by the holy father, and ſhould: of 
ccurſe turn out more to the advantage of 
the pap vary e in che ſervice of ſo nien | 
fuly Saint unnd Yet Jos wet ot a 


* 
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The ſecond Holy well at 8+. Kilda i is be⸗ 


low. the village, and guſhes out 15 . tor- | 


rant from the face of- a rock. eve 


full tide! the ſea overflows it, Fas how, WE 


foon that ebbs away, nothing ; can be 8 

| freſher! or: ſwecter than the water. The 
natives call it Toberi Clerichi In the Galia 

tongue, Chrich ſignifies the ſame thing with = 


dert in Engliſi, and both theſe vocab 
are a corruption of the word Ciericus 


times expreſs the low office of a Baaler, 


| the word Glericha The _ nal reaſon, 1 


a in he dark 86 Pere reckoned a ſcho· 7 
lar, and perhaps next to his maſter, one of — 


| the profoundeſt in a whole land, 
| 199t! Pa 85 H 2 | 
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Eocleſiaſtical: Zarin. The Highlanders ſume- 
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W ths! ach 1 was in 

> error and iſles 5 called the 
the OS: of "Kine Dinh: alen cb 


rich, I am apt to believe that the excellent 


Si Mlda fountain, now deſcribed; had the 
| honour of being called After Wld celebrat- 
- ef ſcholar and divinel Buried as it 18 un- 
der the ſea, no leſs than twice in 


de e ite water is never 


dratkiſh- in the ſmalleſt degree. It was 
nitural enough for the St. Kilian to 


ee ar” 0 — ook 


. e obſerve 'thar-tho 6h 
ee „„ * Angel 
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or Deity, to whom 
working nr v 
an unknown Being, his — 
ago buried in oblivion. i 6h "0 

The third ſacred. fountai tain at St. Kia, 
is near the heart of the village, and wo f 
univerſal uſe to the community. The 
water of it is ſweet, light and clear like ry: 
fal. The people give it the name of Taler 
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us informs us, that this remote place dq --lEk 
rives the name, under which it goes in the _ 
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his reader, what this nn character and 3B 


. 
3 _ 
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ſtaſtic, r he Means ike 
iſle borrowed its name from him. For m 
ſhare I am not — mea, with | AY 
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wad 
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© * hiſtory, civil or eccleſiaſtieal, to find out 
© © that this ſame Kilper or Kilda,\ ever exiſted | 
here or any where elſe; and the preſent 
inhabitants off u,he iſland are cabſolnts 
ſtrangers to this their imaginary Patron or 
Hero. We read indeed of a famonꝭ enough 
female Saint whoſe name Was Hilda 8. 
This pious woman, in the; infancy of the 
wrought ſundry miracles, if any old tradi- 
tion deſerves any credit, transformed ſer- 
pents into ſtones, Which retain; their ori- 
ginal form in ſome degree to this day; by 
the mighty power of her prayers entailed 
an everlaſting curſe on the wild geeſe, that 
- Infeſted the fields; pertaining ta the mo- 
naſtery, à curſe fatal to theſe ſacrilegious 
features ; and what redounds more to her 
honour, than ten thouſand feats af that 
kind, oppoſed with all her ſtrength, the 
encroachments made by the Bomiſo Miſlo- | 


* Bed Hit. Ecclef. Lib. III. OE 517 and 25. 
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re Aa”. we 
naries on the liberties of the Britiſh Chur- 
ches. But that either the name of this 
holy woman, or the fame of her miracles, 
have travelled to Sz. Kilda, is abſolutely im- 
probable, eſpecially as we find no veſtiges 
of the firſt, nor any notion of the laſt, in 
bers other _ of this Rn e 95 EE 


Gillas is an old Briti 2 writer, of whom 
all the learned have heard; he ſeems to 5 
have been a very pious man, if peeviſh- 
neſs and ill- nature can be reconciled with 
that character. That he has been dignified 
with the title of Saint, I am not able to re- 
collect. We are told by ſome that he was 
born near Dumbarton; but he was far from 
wile fond of 'thoſe who dwelt near that 


place in his time, I mean the Scots; and 8 


had he been in a more friendly diſpoſitiag, 
with regard to our nation, it is hardly poſ- 
ſible to imagine, that the reformers, tea- 
chers or people of St. Killa, had any con- 
nection with him, or the ſmalleſt venera- 
tion for his name. 

e MM. That 
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That the antient Clergy of this king- 


5 dom were called Culdees, Colide, Kelidei and 
| Kaledei, 18 plain beyond contradiction. Our 


hiſtorians tell us ſo, and ſome of theſe had 


no party intereſt to ſerve in that matter. In 


vain has it been objected, that neither Bede 
nor. Nennius have made any the leaſt men- 
tion of. theſe old Eccleſiaſtics. The word 


Keledei is a Galic vocable, and why ſhould 


either of theſe writers ſpeak of the old 
Scottiſh or Pidliſ Clergy under a Gallic 
name, unleſs they had a mind to give ſome 
ſpecimens of their {kill in that language, 
which they have both done with very lu, 


* Ld in ſome other inſtances. © - 


7 %, x & 


LENS hi in " North-Britgin Was 
Hle-Dee, that is to ſay, the ſervants or 


miniſters of God, an appellation or title 
extremely proper; and this name has been 


hitherto preſerved in its firſt purity, in one 


of the Argylaſpire iſlands, which was im- 


ST. K ILD A. reg 
by the piety of theſe times. Another new 
tribe of Eccleſiaſtics, whoſe power became 
at laſt irreſiſtibly ſtrong, exerted all their 
| mem zeal and wicked induſtry, to exter- 
minate this more uſeful or innocent order 
of Gads eee ng long before that - 
their true name or  antient title ellis 
through the mouths of men, who were 
ſtrangers to the language out of which it 
Keleges, and afterwards learnedly turned 
into Colides, or Cultares N of f which ; 
1 Quldee is a : contreftion. - 2 855 


All that | 18 further e "ROY 
ſerved is, that the learned Dr. Llend of St. 
Ajeph, who has been at ſo much pains to. 
PS: this order of men into contempt,” 
as conſtrained by the power of truth to 
— that we had, Clergymen in 
Scotland, under the denomination of C. 
les, after the time of Bede and Nennius. 
"5 
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This being admitted, it is ſurely not 


u unccaGnable to believe, that the zealous _ 


Abbots of Jona would have ſent one or 
more of that order and name to St. Kilda, 


with a deſign of convertin g. or further in- 


firyQing-the people chere; and one may 


very rationally ſuppoſe that a Culdee, mo- 


naſtically given, would have been irreſiſtibly 
prompted; by a pious ambition, to go thither 


ſpontaneouſſy. A perſon of that profeſſion, 


who inclined to enjoy the benefit of a very 


remote hermitage, to go through a courſe 


of meritorious auſterities, to indulge his 
melancholy humour in a ſedentary life, or 


d promote the ſpiritual” happineſs of a 


moſt ignorant and helpleſs race of mortals, 


could not poſſibly think of a more deſire- 


able place. One of that dark complexion, 


1 and under the influence of ſuch prineiples, 


5 . 
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e the fountain near which he had 


would have been much admired in this 
illand; and as he would, perhaps, have re- 
 ligiouſly piqued himſelf upon drinking no- 


thing elſe but water, like the oriental An- 


his 


„Sr. K a D Arr 407 
his cell, and which ſatisſied his very, mode- | 
rate deſires, would have very probably been 

called after him; and as this Culdee muſt 
kave been a ſtranger, and every ſtranger 

| from the remote parts of Britain, eſpecially 
if unacquainted with their own language, 
is ſtiled Gaul or Gauldie by the Highlan- 
gers, thę man's common deſignation would 
have. been Gille Dee Gauldie, and the foun- 
tain, in honour of him, called Tobir Childe 
Cbaldie, or nearly Pr 1 ſhall have occa- 


VB 85. Eilan N e a © oo im- 
| Fanden in their organs of ſpeech, or 
nouncing, 10 that an. infinite number 1 
words which belong to their own. native | 
tongue, arg entirely perverted by them, or 
ſpoiled 3 in the ſound. This being the caſe, 
it 38 far from being matter of wonder that 
they ſhould have corrupted the words 
Tober Gbille Dee Ghaueldie, into Tober Chil- 
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; ” * thouſand Lemans faults of the an 


| Whether this baits: Gund: or r fall, | 
1 a matter of not the ſmalleſt conſequence, 
Bat from the name of the fountain, Which 
Zave me ſome encouragement to offer it, 
the ifland was in all probability termed Sr. 
Nia, though of late only.  Sorne” one 
who would fain have been thought wiſer 
or more learned than his neighbours, upon 


hearing the fountain, now under conſide- 


ration, called Tobir Chilla, concluded im- 


mediately, partly with reaſon and partly 
without any, that the perſon from whom 


it derived that appellation was a Saint, 
that his proper name was K/Ids, and that 


the iſland ſhould euer after be ſtiled 87. 


Kilda after him, rather than carry the 


Gothic inhar monious name of Ert any 
W ö 
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I am ſenſible OY that etymological 
diſcuſſions are little regarded by the gene- 
2 __ 
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rality of readers, and am ſo likewiſe, that 
enten ren from them, though | 
0 Raban 1 we oft Gn * ab- 
ſard: and full of uncertainty. The ety- 
mon of our countries name, Britannia, has 
exoreiſad the imagination, judgment, and 
pens of very learned men. Of theſe one 
hag derived the word from the Phenician 
lamguage, ſome from the Latin, a few | 
 from'the'7-5/b,*and others from the antient 
Catic,” All theſe: antiquaries: and exities E 
may be miſtaken: and undaubtedly the 
moſt of them are ſo. This being evidently 
the caſe, what I am to advance in two or 
three ſueteſſiue pages, may ſignify, very. 
little, or perhaps, leſs than nothing; any —— 
one fherefore who xy ill condeſcend / to peruſe 9 


thele ſheets, and happens to have no taſte 
for: etymologioalecC Cohjectures, eſpecially = 


where! Sr. Aides: the: ſubiect. may run 


8 to the bann of a new chap- — x 
e Hopping My, atly longer.” 335 ; 1 
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The true name of the iſland we have 


been deſeribing is Hirt. That of St. Killa 
is a modern one; and ſo far as I could diſ- 
cover: ſiſcarce one hundred and fifty years 


old. Blithanan calls it Hirta, and Cambden, | 


3 perhaps more joftly, Hyrtha, The earlieſt 
mention made of it in any paper now:ex: 
tant is; L apprehend, in a charter granted 
by John, Lord of the Illes, to his ſcin Regi. 
—5 and confirmed by King Robert the 
? Second, after the middle of the fourteenth 


century. In that charter tlie iſland, nom 


called Sr. Lilla, goes . _ namegaf 
he, „Zelfag Fre or 7 N 11 140 Hon: 11 
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"1F; acitus,: in His: excellerit RY boak:cor 
: -iveminks Germany, and the manners of its 


Inhabitants * , obſerves,” that ſeven different 


nations there, and the Angles made one of 
theſe; - worſhiped one Deity in common, a 
Deity whoſe nate was Herthus, which be 


'® In cake 5 88 id t Zoo dla co- 


lunt, eamque intervenire rebus hominum, in chi chi po- 


ne arbitrantur. 
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himſelf explains by Terram Matrem, 1 in 


Engliſh, Motlier Earth. The. Sarant; or 


the poſterity of the Angles, before mention 
ed, have imported the ſame word, Herb, 


o Sourb- Britain, leaving out i the Latin 
termination only. Every: one knows that 
the vocable, Earth, is uſed in that country 
to expreſs the well krown idea which the 


Romans affixed to their word Terra; Should : 
any one ſay,” with uus Lipfus, that Ta- 
citus ought to Have written Errhum with- 
out the aſpiration; another very: able cri- 

tic *, I; mean Boxbirnius, will inform him 
that the true orthography of the word, 
among the antient . Was AEST 
Herda, or FRI. Erik 16 Avi. N 
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he remains of the ten thouſand: Greeks 


under Xenophon, after having atlaſtovercome 


N and fatigues of the ſevereſt cam- 


h in hH 4.8 


* 1 y ſeripſerunt veteres Fee Ard. 


quiſime illz Gloſſæ noſtræ, Selum, Krieg Heidi. 


Iraque-nihil hie mutandum. Boxborniun. 
$ Vite Ii ach. de Mor: Germ, Cap. 49: Edit.” Gru on9Vi4 
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5 


5 paign recorded in hiſtory, upon diver- 


ing the ſea from the mountains of Pap 


Sana cried out in a ſtrong- tranſport of 
joy; The Sea, the Sea; nor could any thing 


have beet more natural. But now, ſhould 


we ſuppoſe with venerable: Bede, that a 
ae adventurers' from Scyibia, or what 
is much the ſame thing from Germany or 
Scandinavia, had been driven about through 
chenorthern ocean for ſome tiwe, and after 


ere unexpected fatiefaction\t 5 


ee land at laſt, it would have been ſurely 


ſame tone of voice and exultation of ſoul, 


-Hert, Hert, or Land, Land. 


Piet, —_ ne 3 ee ae, an u ' 


| favourable winds; according to the tradi 


tion which furniſhed him with that oy, 
till they arrived in Fibernia; we "know 
with certainty, that Norvegians and Danes 
e each ſide of this kingdom, for a 


4 COUr . | 


Sr Kilb I., e. 
| courſe of ages. Some of theſe rovers, if 
driven forward by north-eaſt winds, after” 
having loſt their courſe, or after having 
left Schetland behind them, would have na- 
turally ſpied out Sz. Kilda ſooner than any 
other place in the Deucaledonian ocean, as 
the rock and hills there are higher than 
any where elſe, and upon making ſo agree- 
able a diſcovery, would have very probably 
cried out, Herr, Hert; nor is it an extra- 
vagant conceit to ſuppoſe, that this ſmall 
land might for that very reaſon have re- 
tained the name ever after. One need not 
be ſurpriſed that this place ſhould have 
been diſtinguiſhed in the Gotbic tongue by 
an appellative, inſtead of a proper name. 
The ſame thing has been done in other 
languages. Britain was of old called 
Albion, whether one chuſe to derive that 
name from the Hebrew, Phænician, Greek, 
or Latin, and learned men have had re- 
courſe to all theſe languages in giving the 
etymon of it; or to ſpeak in other words, 
- Whether we draw it from the whiteneſs of 
T4 - | its 
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WW its diffs, from the he ight of the i 
or from its fertility i in Producing the, beſt. 
grain, it is plain, that the ſame name might, 

for the very ſame reaſons, have been given 
to many other regions. Every one knows 
the word, Water, is far from bring a pro- 
per name, by which one river may be diſ- 
criminated, from another. | But * many 


rivers haue been diſtinguiſhed of old, by 
an appellative of exactly the ſame-lignifi- 
gation. Dun in the Celtic, is equivalent to 
the Engliſh word Mater; and yet we find 
that a famous river in Spain had no other 
name, than that of Duriut, as tw o mere | 
in the Apius regions were: called, Duria. 
In the Britiſb and Scotch languages, Avon 
-Ggnifies a rivor, and Lie water. For that 
lreaſon, and for it only; an Fob ers in 
England and Scutland, have been in atitient 
times known only under the general; deno- 
5 -minations of Avon and %, Eſe or rather 
Uſe; nor have theſe indefiflite names been 
* 5 den tte e Omen 
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pounded out of two Saxon or Daniſhwords 


K 11D A. 

To this I ſhall add, that there is a well 
known promontory in Devonſhire, called 
Hert-neſs, whoſe name is! evidently com- 
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Herr and M. zfs, both together fignifying ng 55 
lands end; and both agreeing 8 in ſenſe um 
Kintire, the Galic and Britiſh name of a 
diſtrict 1 in'the tons af ke; of Scorland. 
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WE Hirta, and directly north from it, 
hes another iſle called Boreray, which is 
more than an Engliſh mile in circumfe- 
rence. It is ſurrounded with perpendicular 
rocks of ' prodigious height, two landing 
places only excepted. One of theſe rocks 
is almoſt as high as the famous Conagra, I 
ood on the top of this pile, half giddy, 
and ſupported by two of the natives. The 
proſpect we had before us, and the attitude 
in which we ſurveyed it, clouded my —_ | 
with. a fort of darknels. | 


4. 


Tt 0 behold A CSE WR ocean in «lh ths 
wildneſs of its' grandeur, and to ſtand at 
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the ſame time on the brink of an im- | 
menſe precipice, againſt which mountain- 
like billows exert their whole ſtrength 
and fury, muſt ſtrike any new obſerver _ 
with admiration, aſtoniſhment, and ſome 
kind of ſolicitous awe. My people had 
not the reſolution to advance far enough 
to examine this amazing object, Their 
terror was to St. Kildians a es. tivert- 
vs. ns 


Our walk Low the boat to the top of 
the rock, was far from being long, but ſo _ 
ſeep was the aſcent that we found our- 
ſelves under the neceſlity of reſting then 


different times, | 


in one return we were conducted bya 
decrepid, half blind creature, who with a 
conſiderable burden on his back, ſtr utted 
before us with a very ſolemn port, proud 
of his ſuperior agility, and laughing moſt 
heartily at the awkward motions of the 
nen | 


EE It 


; x18 M 54 0 R Y. or 
d impoſſible to travel here, or through 


hs adjacent rocks, without putting off ones 


: ſhoes; theſe, being juſtly accounted great 
incumbrances, are left behind in- the boat: 
The people cover their feet with ſockets 
made of cloth, and ſewed with erin 

12 is nee _— to; Ron the . ri | 


hs 
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"Al the hs in Bor eray is be "Ii 
and very thick, though too ſhort,- There 
is a plot of it which conſiſts entirely of 
: ſorrel, like that; in the Campar of Hirta. 


> The: whole iſle ſupports. about four hun- 


dred ſheep, and theſe are remarkably pro- 
lific. I have faid remarkably ſo for this 
plain reaſon, among others, that the ſheep 


which are worn out of their fecundity in the 


main iſland, if tra 


aſported thither, will bear 
for a courſe of years. Here is a demonſtra- 
tion that the graſs is peculiarly good, and 
of an impregnating ny if” T: my ag 

1 pg it 25/84 DIR 7 | 
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t Bererey there! 18 a vaſt number of the 


WT) 


little conical houſes, for preſerving 883 
and wild fowl, i | 


A 


"Bat the greateſt 3 ee are, 8 
romãntic building already deſcribed, I mean 


the Szaller's houls, and the Druidical place, i 
of ede 


1 e 
8 79 ; «4 0 „ 
4 f 


"To the _ of Hine, 1 a Goall : 
diſtance, lies _ third ille, called wa of, - 


The rugged face of this iſland makes it: 
very difficult to catch the ſheep; either to 

ſhear, or bring them to Hirta. To purſue | 
ſuch wild creatures through declivities ter- 
minated by the deep,.or into the ſhelves of 


vaſt rocks, is undoubtedly an adventure no 
þ 4 ks 
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* les 8 than bold. The St. Kildians 
are perhaps the only men in the univerſe. 
equal to it, and ſhould any one fancy that 
their amazing intrepidity on ſuch occaſions, 
muſt be reſolved into neceſſity, the rage of 
hunger or the dread of abſolute power, he 
muſt permit me to think and affirm, that 
the love of glory is in many caſes the great 
and only ſpring of theſe deſperate enter- 
priſes. In Sr. Kilda, feats of this kind are 
deemed heroic actions, and no leſs fo, 
tan to mount a breach, or to march up 
th the em of a cannon, et. 


But if we e throw the principle of hands: | 
the influence of fame, and the rewards of 
' bravery out of the queſtion, I am perſuad- 
ed there are thouſands who would ſooner 
encounter an armed enemy, and face all 
the dangers and horrors of war, than at- 
tack the very ſheep of Hirta, in thoſe 
hideous faſtneſſes into which Oy: 12 


3; often mae their retreat. | 


W e 
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Sr. KILDA; rt 
The old rams if chaſed into dangerous | 
Ried and heated into a paſſion, turn 


ſometimes deſperately fierce; reduced to th 


neceſſity of yielding or tumbling over 4 
precipice into the fea, they face 1 5 


and attack the purſuers. Wo 


"To the Wc” of Soay is à naked rock 
called Plaſte, and between Soay and the. 
main iſland lies another, which goes under 
the name of Stacki-birach; within piſtol 
ſhot of this laſt mentioned, lies Stacki-don, 
or the ſtack of no conſequence, being the 
only rock, within the territories of Hirta, 


where the fowls do not hatch, Piaſte and 


Stacki-birach, derive their names from their 
reſpective forms; the firſt being flatter near 
its top, and the latter ending i in a ſpire. 


it the weſt of Boreray are two rocks 

mare. Stack-in- Armin, and Lij, each of y 
them remarkable for its height, and the 
prodigious number of wild fowl that 
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- haunt them. Stark, in the Cali ic figni- 
| ges a Spode dical rock, which riſes out 
of the ſea, and is detached from every 
thing elſe, Th re is not, I apprehend, 
a ſingle word in the Engh/b tongue 
- that expreſſes this complex idea. In the 


ſame. Galic, armin ſtands for a hero, or 
great man, and as this language is a 


F ; dialect, or branch of the old Celtic, once 


ſpoken all the way from Spain to the Bal- 
tic and further." I am tempted 1 to believe, 
that Arminius was no more than the ordi- 
a nary title, given, by way of eminence, to 
that illuſfrious hero and truly great man, 
who deſtroyed Varus and his legions, fought 
againſt Ger manicus, and the beſt troops of 
the Roman Empire, and was, to ſpeak with 
Tacitus , the deliverer of Germany. But 
whatever may be in this conjecture, tra- 
dition has not Preferved the name or ad- 
ventures of the great man or * after 
whom Stack-in- Armin v was called. 
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land — my * .. Kilds, 1 ſhall n now 
F to 92580 of their land N 
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All the cows in «thi 8 RES ne” pl + | 
18 there only the men of Hirta raiſe cattle 
of that kind, hardly exceed forty. including 5 
the young ones. This ſcarcity of black 
cattle ; is uncommon. in a place of ſuch ex 
tent, and ſo productiye of graſs. Of theſe 
forty e ſome are the ſteward's s property, 
and by virtue of an immemorial cuſtom, 
all the milk yielded by thoſe which belong 
to the people fall to his ſhare. This cruel 
law which has been in ſome meaſure abo- 
| liſhed by the preſent ſteward, muſt, be one 
reaſon why the ſtock of cattle 3 is 10 inconſi- | 
derable at Hirta, | e 1 


£ 


cake 'reatoni A be drawn: Rote 7 - 
impoſſibility of ſelling the increaſe of their 
en _ | pipes ap to ons bikes 


Lat 


. rely be. muſt he the Caſe; ich vr 
ſup- 
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5 1 58 that the hearts and undetſtandings 

of all St. Kilda's Rewards, are better diſ- 
poſed than thoſe of other . governors, es | 
ſhaws, FRETS and 1 monarchs. = 


| | While deſpotiſim als over that little 
community, induſtry will be effectually 
diſcouraged, and poverty muſt be the na- 
tural conſequence of both, which by the 
by is no evil, as the neceſſaries of life are 
eaſily purchaſed by the St. Kildians, and 
any thing elſe 18 N ot any uſe * 
: them. 8 5 ; : 


The e Bead 18 far "RY being 


- unmercifully inclined, and has 8 re- 
formed ſome 10 abu ſes, 


7 It is true, 15 9 ſearce been taſted 
before his time, and its real value little 
underſtood within the ſmall province he 
governs. But the people though unac- 
Tk with the in felicity of the 

„ 


0 1 


Britiſh Wee 3 never nan 
ed to the yoke of ſlavery, are not of the 
fame low ſpirit with thoſe ſervile Cappado- 
as who refuſed the invaluable preſent 

of freedom, offered to them by the Ro- 
nan. The hard preſſure of grievances 
they feel like other men, are ready enough 
to murmur in corners, and have formerly 
made ſome efforts to recover the eren 
_ of we human 2 Hh 1 r 


45 ; 


If « one e divide es . Killians i Iu ul 

claſſes; thoſe who belong to the higheſt; £ 
poſſeſs ſeven or eight cows, the people of 

middle rank from four to one; and thoſe of 
the loweſt order none at all. Every beaſt of 
that kind in the iſſe is houſed in the winter | 

ſeaſon, and as the place affords much more 
provender than theſe are able to conſume, 
it is plain there would be no difficulty in | 
rearing: up many more, were the natives 
led by their OTIS: or directed Oy" 
beruft * to do. ien % ti ei 


The 


* 15 10 NV er 


1 
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he fow cows they have are very "IS 0 


| though uu ſmall; they are generally red 


pale 2 in ſome other parts 6f Bei- 


would be thought 'earioſi- 


tain. But there may be ſome reaſon to ſul. 
pect chat they cannot thrive there, as they 


ſeem to be of much the ſame conſtitution 


With thoſe of the fame kind, in ſome other 


mall iſles on the north-weſt coa 
cattle brought up in theſe; if driven to the 


The 


neighbouring places, where the graſs hap- 


pen to be of a very different nature; are apt 


0 to contract a kind of iſtrangury; Which is in 


a ſhort time ſicceeded by copious. effuſions 
eee, ere — p- 


5 . yay vr rs | ee 


25 faltifn, remarkably fine, and without any 


mixture of heath. It ist ae, there: is no 


5 qualities, in the more ſouthiertr parts of 
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. FS” 
+ 


„8 T. KL "DAL 14 12 
country; but how to dre: the cattle 

of the ſmall iſles, now in my eye, thitherr 
without ſubjecting them to the inconve 
niences or e e nn ae 18 the 


ts gps EN 112 
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including foals and colts, they are of a 
very diminutive ſize, but extremely well 
eaſt, full of fire and very hardy. he 
ſmall beaſts of that kind, here ani 


in ſome 
other iſles carry loads, greatly beyond the 

conception of ſtrangers, who would form 

ga notion of their ſtrength from the ſmall 

i ſize of their bodies. One may, I ſuppoſe, 

very reaſonably attribute their] extraordir 

: nary: mettle. to the quality of the; graſs. - 

. which they feed, which is abundantly ſub- 

7 ſtantial, though ſhort, as it riſes generally 

out of a W- foil near the ſea, andi muſt 

„for that reaſ6py be ſtrongly impregnated 

e 
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with particles St eto blame theblood ant 
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At Hirta it is, per ae. anneceſiry i 


ö bring up more animals of this ſpecies, the 
people have no ſea- ware to carry from 


their ſhore, like the other iſlanders, and 


all the other manure, uſed by them, are 
carried by their wives and children without 


any great inconvenience, to the ſeveral plots 
for which it is deſtined, as all their arable 


ground lies contiguous to their houſes. 


r turf ae bring down from the * 


i riches e or — As ihe iſle 


produces not the ſmalleſt ſprig of any 


kind of wood, and as of courſe they muſt 
purchaſe the hampers at a dear rate, the 
poor people are extremely tender of them, 


and for that reaſon cover them with ſkins, 
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dr line che bottom with ron Ins e 8 


The 8. Killian, owe a Song. 12 5 of | 


their felicity tg ſheep andy wid fowl. They 
have conſiderable fs 


Hs th 2 | £ ſheep; | it 18 
hardly poſſible to ateerfain the preci 5 
5 rofl ah 
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number of them i in the main iſle. The 
people have their own myſteries of ſtate. 
In proportion to the number of ſheep he 
poſſeſſes, every man muſt, pay a certain 
heavy tax to the ſteward; and very few, if 
any, are ſcrupulous enough not to praftiſe 
frauds if they can. The temptation | to con. 8 
ceal as much z as they poſſibly can, in thisway, 
is ſurely ſtrong- Accordin; g to the laws of 
their land, every Hirta h6uſcholder, muſt 
pay to the perſon he calls his maſter, every 
ſecond he lamb, every ſeventh fleece, and 
every ſeventh ſhe lamb. . 


At Borera, a are hour * hundr ed 5 
and in the main iſle are, I may venture to 
affirm, a thouſand more; they are all of 
the ſmalleſt kind, and their wool is ſhort 
and coarſe. It is rather ſofter than that 
in the other illes, and not ſo well mixed. 
| The mutton had, I imagined, a peculiar 

agreeable enough. Every one 
of thoſe ſheep M two horns, and many 
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of them four. They are Wonderful 
ful. One of the people affured me, that 

In the courſe of thirteen months, one ſheep 

ad encreaſed his flock with nine more: 

che had brou; ght three lambs in the motith 
of March, three 1 more in the fame month 
the year after, and each of the left three 


ad a young one before chey had! been thir= 
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m in tlie fixth- * 0 ef tlie 
Aneid, compares an infitfite multiz 
tode of melancholly ghoſts; 'that ffuttered 
e banks of c And firſt to 

F leaves thaketi down to the 
ground, by the firſt ſtorm that 
ſtrips a wood'6f its foliage, and after wars 
6 & vaſt flight of birds driven ffom tlie ⁶⁵ 
oeran by a cold ſeaſon, into wärmer con. a 
tries“? Hm: made no kerupke to to bor | 
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* Thick as e e above 143 _ 
When cooler Autumn ſtrips the blaſted grove: .. 1 
Thick as the ſeather d flocks in cloſe array, | 
Ohs che: »»» 
When from the rage of winter they repair dT = 
Ta warmer ſuns and more indulgent air. ol 
All ſtretch their ſuppliant hands, and al imple „ 
The fiſt n r to the further nere. 
| 3 = 1 . by th ©" AFL Prür. | 
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row the firſt part of this ſimile, and for 
ſome reaſon, beſt known to himſelf, reject- 
dd the laſt, in that noble deſcription of the 
fallen angels, lying on the burning. lake, 
thunder-ſtruck and half dead with aſtonuſh- 
ment, he employs the i image of Virgils 
autumnal leaves very happily, but keeps 
gut the other drawn from the feathered 
. tribes * *. A ett will be thought, Perhaps, that 


irgil rather ſinks: than riſes in t ge laſt 


part of his ſimile, as there ſeems to be no 
Froom for a comp 


ariſon between the num: 
of leaves on the one hand, and that of 


$88 a » 


N birds on the other, and that Milton s com: 


pariſon ; is more in the manner of a real 
landſcape... But Iam perſuaded that. the 


rocks of Sr. Kilda would convince any man 
_ ee 2 55 in the inſtance now 


aid en: 30A 151007 en 
(TER S142 li 2 See ein , 
His Lebe Rüger e ern who lay entrane'd* 
Thick as Autumnal leaves that ſtrow the n K 
In Vallambreſa, where the Etrurian ſhnades 
High over-arch'd, imbo wr or ſcatter'd 5. 
1 wither with fierce winde Ori amd. 
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n us, was correck. Without em- 


ploying a poetical figure, or the ſmalleſt ö 
exaggeration, it is literally. true, that 


the rocks of Boreray, Stack-in-Armin and 


Lij, are in ſummer time totally covered 
with Solan-Geeſe and other fowls, and 
appear at a diſtance like ſo many moun- 


tains covered with ſnow. The neſts of 
the Solan-Geeſe, not to mention thoſe 
of other fowls, are ſo cloſe that when one 
walks between them, the hatching fowls on 


either ſide can always take hold of ones 
cloaths,- and they will often ſit ſtill untill 


they are attacked, rather than expoſe their 


eggs to the danger of being deſtroyed by ; 


ſea-gulls; at the ſame time an equal num- 


ber fly about, and furniſh food for their 


mates that are employed in hatching, and 
there are beſides large flocks of barren 
fowls of the different tribes, that a 
the rocks of Sf, Kilds, > 


. : 


"The e e to ſome; 
derlues its name from the Galic word So- 
K 3 . 
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„which [denotes the ſharpneſs of as 
79 fight. He obſerves his prey from a conſider- 
able height, and darts down upon it with 
incredible force. He equals almoſt a tame 
gooſe 1 in fize, his bill is long, ſharp; and 
a little croaked at the point, his colour, 
except a little black on the extremities of 
the wings, is white when a year old, but 

fore that age a dark brown. The St. 
| Kildians kill a Solan- Gooſe with great alert- 


neck very 1 near Ss head; the reſt of the 
neck is made for ſtrength, and adapted to 
the body in ſuch a manner, that without 


tis art it would be me tedious to 
kill then f. | 


| * „ The « common a of * 3 Ahe. 
| = the great ſtrength of this fow 3 The rg fix 
a herring upon a board which wa a ſmall weight un- 
der it, to ſink it a little below the ſurface of the ſea: 
The Solan-Gooſe © obſerving the fiſh, darts down upon 
it perpendicularly, and with ſo much force that he 
runs his bill irrecoverably 8 the 8 and is 


8 e ee 


13 
4 4. 84 


The 


mw (DD MK 41 


e 


sr. k 1IL D 0 4 133 
The Solan-Geeſe repair to Hirta in the 
month of Aforch;; amd Ccoutiiine there. till 


after the beginning of November. Before 1 


the middle of that month, they and all the 
other ſea fowls that are ſo fond of this 
coaſt, retire much about the ſame time into 
ſome other favourite regions, ſo that not 
a ſingle fowl belonging ta their element is 
to be. ſeen about St. K:lda, from the be- 
ginning of winter down. to the CO 


1 
HE 
* 


hath o ane can eee une for 
this migration, by reſolving the matter 


into the wy of the Hirta climate; or 


tempeſtuouſneſs of the ſea around it, 
or into tlie migrations made by the fiſhes, 
with which theſe fowls ſupport themſelves, 
or into all theſe cauſes taken together, 1 


hall not venture to determine. One 
thing is certain, that the Solan-Geeſe 


and ſome other tribes of theſe voracious 


birds, that ſojourn here for more than the 
. of the year, feed principally upon 


"MS + her- 
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herrings, and it is equally ſo, that though | 
immenſe ſhots of that fiſh are annually 
upon the coaſt of ſome other weſtern iſles, 


not a ſingle Solan· Gooſe is to be ſeen there 
nr e e s ne. nab need 


„ 
% 


? 


ee « The herring,” butt Combi, ec which 


5 80 any We ial do! now in oo” 
* times, by the bounty of Divine Provi- 
dence, ſwim in great ſhoals round our 
ee coaſt every year. About Midſummer 
they draw from the main ſea towards 
ce the coaſt of Scotland, from thence they 
0 arrive on our coaſts; and from the 
* middle of Auguſt to November, there is 
excellent and moſt plentiful fiſhing for 
s them, all along from Scarborough to the 
_ « Thames mouth. Afterwards by ſtormy 
ee weather they are carried into the Britiſh 
«ſea; and are there caught till Cbriſimas; 
t thence having ranged the coaſt of Ve- 
and, on both ſides, and gone round 
ow Britain, they return into the northern 


> 34 


cc ocean, 
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« ocean, where they remain till June, and 
te after they have caſt their N return 
e in e ſhoals.”. v6 


Gene, edt kiiens ah naeh 
and antiquities of his own country, better 


than any one of his cotemporaries: But 1 


known and caught in Scotland, before the 


Krka ſettled by him. Abercromby in his life 


of King James the Third, quotes a law 


made 1n that monarch's reign, and about 
the year 1370. A law by which © certain 


« Lords and Burgeſſes, were ordered to 


«. make great ſhips, buſſes, and pink- 


« boats, with ners and all other neceſſaries 


s for fiſhing.” I confeſs, that author has 


not told us in plain language, whether 
theſe nets and other implements, were in- 
tended for the herring-fiſhing. But any 
one will be ready to conclude ſo, from the 


preamble with which he has uſhered in the 


act. Be that how it will, it is certain be- 
yond any poſſibility of doubt, that vaſt 
. „ ſhoals 


7 — . 


* 
* 
. 


found upon the coaſt of Scotland now be- 
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ſhoals of this excellent ſort of fiſh, are 


fore Midſummer; and it is equally true, that 


| they caſt their ſpawn in our bays from 


year to year. The immenſe quantities of 
huerring · fry, caught every autumnal ſeaſon 


in the weſtern ifles, and elſewhere, affords | 


a clear demonſtration. of this; and 1 
probabte, that ſome great ſnhoals of the 
larger kind, hover about that an all the 
__ at PHU GU 1 


* has been ee obſerved, that the 

n- Geeſe nger ſtay in Hirta, 
eee other part of the Deucaledmiam 

ſea 3 but they retire from there, before the 
| herrings have quitted the adjacent coaſts. 
Into what: quarter of the world this tribe 


of vnd fowl, and their S. Nils com- 


| Whether into the northern ocean, the na- 
tive country and winter quarters of her- 
ay" in e or into > ſome other re- 


N 7 = a2 ws ! a 
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gion near the ſun,” or whether: they * of 
the ſleeping kind, they who pry into the 
myſteries of natural hiftory, or have oon. 
verſed much with writers of voyages, can 
beſt explain. I ſhall only pretend to Fu 13 
that theſe different nations of the feathered 
kind, are taught to chuſe the propereſt 
habitations and feeding places, and to thift. 
their quarters ſeaſonably, by an unerring 
inſtin& of nature, or to y_ withe the. 
poet, they are directed by that 
Who bids the ſtork, Columbus- like, es + 
Heavy ens not his own, and worlds s unknownbefore, 


: Who calls the council, ſtates. che certain c ay, . 


Who forms the phat, aud who points i the . 


| "Then mY { t 0 dhe Sola Goole 3 is” a 1221 
; collection ma de up. ef very different ma- 
5 teri ials he eee g that is fit for 
his purpoſe, whether at land or floating on 
5 the waters, to the place where he builds, 
© grafs,' ſea-ware, ſhavings of timber, pieces A 
of | Cloth, and vey, gen other implements 
ET ere which =_ 
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11 he muſt have got in ſome foreign 
land; yet ſuch is the difficulty in fur- 
niſhing a ſufficient quantity of theſe diffe- 
rent materials for building, that they often 
75 encroach on their neighbours property, and 
the manner in which they do it, ſhews that 
want has given them notions of property, 
that are not known among fowls where 
| Plenty renders them unneceſſary: If a So- 
lan- Gooſe finds his neighbours neſt at any 
i time without the fowl, he takes advan- 
tage of his abſence, ſteals as much of the 
materials of it as he can conveniently 
carry, and ſenſible of the in juſtice: he hath 
done, takes his flight directly towards 
the ocean; if the lawful owner does not 
diſcover the injury he has ſuffered, be- 
N the thief i is out of fight, he eſcapes * 
ang Ti 2 "oy 7 with his 


chaſe. 


E . Ly 1 
1 K. 3 N 
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1 has been fad; . one we = corps E 
acts the * of a centinel, while the other 


4 „ p  Solan- 
| ; a 5 * 
0 . — * . 
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we Pepin oe gives the alarn if 


wire n may be ealy sds if 
this centinel be ſurpriſed and diſpate ed, 


The - preſent: Se. Kildians, den that 
ſafety of the whole flock depen 
much upon the vigilance of one of: their 


number; but they told me, thi 
ways underſtand, from the different ace 


of theſe creatures, or from the differer 


modulations of their voices, whether they 
are actuated by hope or fear. At. night 
while _ W fowlers hear them er 


as ſoon as they hear Bir, Bir, they halt; 
if the fowls' who were alarmed of the ap- 
proaching danger, are not able to diſcover 
the enemy, they give the ſignal of ſecurity 
Grog, Grog, the fowlers then advance, and 
lay with great caution the firſt Solan-Gooſe 
Which they kill, among his old companions; 
and the St. Kiliaus have given me repeat- 
ell  alſrances, that the living begin to 
n 6 maourn 


it they al al- 


— any Kay" —— them, but 
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urn immediately ober their departed 
friend, with a lamentable tone of voice, 
= examining his body very narrowly with 
their bills, and are ſo deeply affected, that 
the fowlers, improve their ſorrow and con- 
| be on, ech $0 Wow: Own enger berge 
. The s . Kilda 3 wins no mare 
| than a/fingle boat, whictemuſt he. idle all 
win er and is filled up with ſtones and 
eart 1 in a ſecure Place, | : 


being ſwept away into the ſea, or daſhed 
againſſ a rock by a violent guſt of wind. 


of adventurers put to ſea in this boat, an 
0 to the neighbouring iſles, upon 
© pedition to them of very great impo 


lan- Geeſe before they begin to lay; they 
hunt them in the night time, through 
ſeep, and, (to all other men inarceſſihle 
Pecs, as many as are nten 


greateſt; of all public oalamities, that of its 


About the middle of March, a ſelect band 


This is the ſeaſon for catching the old | ; J 
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within the little houſes or date uus 
than onee mentioned, without falt, or 
uſing any other art to preſerve — 


tan opening their backs, ahd washing 


them clean. They go upon another e. 
pedition to theſe iſles about the middle of 
May. This is the ſeaſon for gathering the 
eggs bf the Solan-Geeſe, all of that kind 
that fall in the way at Boreray, avid Bruck. 
in- Armin; excepting theſe that are ſoon id 
be confumed, they keep in their little ſtone 
hoſes" Great nhutnbers of theſe eggs lit 
theres till the month of July, without any 
cate taken to preferve- them, an art lich 
this indelicate people Would moſt heartily — 
deſpiſe, mould one de at the pains to in- 
ſtrubl them in it. By that time thick eggs 
muſt iiniv6idably be offenfive} and intoler- 
ably 10, to the fenſes of any other race of 
men; - Büt to the, men and women of 
Hirta"fack is the power of earſy pteju- 
N and inveterate habits, they afford 
| f{t- - agreeable . repaſt: 11. ſurpri- : 
a5 OY that the taſte. of this ped- 


Ple 
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ple ſhould be ſo ſtrangely debauched in their 


- not in the leaſt affected, as far as I could 


n the 
ſacred. This is an; anciently eſtabliſhed 


eee 3 this Gemingly ann, fort of 


vp TAL GIS GELS 
7 i "I." 1 * 
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While the En af een wb Stack-in 
e are thus plundered, all the eggs laid 
ock called Li, are held inviolably 


e and ſhould. an break a dit is 


Gitution:.entirely, — The young 


ſe is fit for uſe in the month af 


2 September, if the firſt egg laid by the old 
one remains untouched, ih other wiſg, the 


_ _ - young fowki is not fit for the table till the 


| they call Genug, fly off, i% 


month of Ockober. Then, and not till 

then, the community have, beſides the rock 

ol Lij, other reſourges in this way, I mean 
| e of 1 and Stack- a- A. i. VI 


21d. 387 
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3 the 3 Solan- Geeſez; which 


Varg Tanger than 
© the 


ww 
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the mothers, and exceſſively Pay: 'The fat- 
on their breaſts is ſometimes three inches 5 
deep: The inhabitants of Hirta, haye a me- 
thod of preſerving their greeſe in a kind of : 
bag, made of the ſtomach of the old Solan- 
Gooſe caught in March. In their language 
it is called Gibain; and this oily kind of 
| thick ſubſtance, - manufactured in their 
way, they uſe by way of ſauce, or inſtead 
of butter, among their porridge and flum- 
| mery. In the adjacent iſlands they ad- 
miniſter this oily ſubſtance to their cattle, 
if ſeized with violent colds, or obſtinate 
coughs; and it is the general belief, that 
the application of the Gibain, in ſuch dale | 
: has a; very good. effect. 


Anchor ſea fowl bighly ei in i this 
iſland, is the Tulmer. I was; not a little 
| tained, with the encomiums they. be- , 
tow x on this bird. Can the world,“ 
1 ſaid one of the moſt ſenſible men at Hiiaa 
to me, 10 exhibit a more valuable commo- = - 
hay 55 v dity?2² 


WE... - S.. . a 6... ET. 5 ER. coo bs bs, 
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0 a dity? The Tulmer furniſhes, oil for the 
lamp, down for the bed, the moſt ſalu- 
.. <:brious food, and the moſt efficacious 
4 ointments for healing wounds, beſides a | 
thouſand other virtues of which he is 
<« poſſeſſed, which I have not time to 
< enumerate. But, to ſay all in one word, 

A deprive us of the Tulmer, and * Kilda 


„ 13 NO more.” 


E LY 28 
3 


bh This bird is in ſize much the ſame with 
an ordinary barn hen, but his legs and 
wings are much longer. Over the back, 

wings and tail, he is of a light grey eolour: 

round the breaſt and neck, more whitiſn; 

his head is round, his neck ſhort and thick; 

his bill is made for ſtrength, bending in- 
wards, Pointed like that of an ee — 
in length about an inch and an half. 

is a moſt ravenous fowl, and feeds _ 
on forrel and the fat of fiſh. ' Pieces of 
*whale, and ſeal blubber, are often found 
0 on neft.” 


- 3 | „ 
0 | This 
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This fow! lays no more than one egg in 
a” ſeaſon, - being peculiarly ſterile am ong 
all the different tribes of birds that haunt 
this iſle. It is obſerved, that he takes re- 
venge for robbing his neſt of this egg. 80 
| exquiſitely nice are his feelings, and fo. 
ſtrong his reſentment, that he conceives an 
unconquerable averſion for his neſt if one 
breathes over it, and will never pay it any 
more viſits : For this reaſon, to plunder 
his neſt, or to offer indignity to it, is in 
= rta a high crime and miſdemeanour. 


Eutry one who is | poſſeſſed of a bit of 


land there, has a proportionable ſhare of 
the rocks i in which the fowls hatch. The 


diviſions are made with a ſingular exact- 
ness. The ſmalleſt encroachment on a St. 


Kildiarts property, in theſe rocks, is by an 
; ancient cuſtom weary puniſhed. | 


: The 3 ones of this G are in * 
: ſeaſon about the beginning of Auguſt. T his | 
Ss the term at which the tenant takes 


1.2 5 pol-- 
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poſſeſſion of his farm, and this fowl may 
be properly enough called the firſt fruits of 
it. How ſoon the young Tulmer is at- 
tacked in the neſt, he endeavours to di 
concert the enemy, by ſpouting out a 
: quantity of oil at his wide noſtrils, which 
he ſquirts away directly f into the face and 
eyes of the fowler; and this inſtinctive 

ſtratagem gives him frequently an oppor- 
tunity to make his eſeape. But thoſe who 

are verſed in this diverſion, take all poſ- 
ſible precautions to ſurprize him; the 
more ſo, that they think the oil, fur- 
niſhed by this fowl, incomparably pre- 
cious, and for that reaſon will exert the 
whole power of their {kill and dexte- 
| rity to ſave it. Vet in ſpite of all their 
care, the fowlers are totally beſmeared ; 
with it, and any part of their cloaths, 
that is touched by an oil ſo ſpirituous, will 
burn like a candle. Every Tulmer yields 
near an Enghſh pint of this liquid ſub- 
ſtance, which drops out at the noſtrils of 
"the fowl while warm, and a conſiderable 


quan- 


he 
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quantity of it 18 annually preſerved in the 
"iſle. Of the fowls themſelves, every family 
has a great number ſalted in caſks for 
winter proviſions, and the amount of the 
whole 1 18 about twelve barten. 


N The third ſpecies of the Hirta birds, 
that deſerve a particular deſcription, is 
there called Lavie, and ought perhaps to 
ſtand foremoſt on the liſt, as they are the 
earlieſt viſitants in February, and bring to 
the iſland the auſpicious prelages of their 
approaching felicity. 


*, 


No ſooner” do as thrice welcome 
harbingers of plenty and univerſal hap- 
; pineſs appear on the coaſt, than the 
moſt conſiderable - perſons in this ſmall. 
ſtate aſſemble together, to congratulate 
one another on this great occaſion, and. 
withal to ſettle the operations of their 
campaign. With this view they divide 
their people into parties, made up of their 
ableſt fowlers: They Who ſuſtain that high 

3 | co 
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Character, are thoſe 8 men who 


manage the ropes, to be hereafter deſcrib- 
ed, clamber through the moſt tremendous 
rocks, and ſtalk there, with the greateſt 
addreſs and intrepidgty. On the firſt ac- 
quiſition of this prey, the people feaſt very 


_ lovingly together, the heart of 55 one 
ee Why La 


| The PDT in \ 86 9 2 duck, 
7 though rather longer, and hardly ſo thick: 
He is black above, the whole breaſt and 
| belly white, with a circle; of the ſame co- 
© Jour round the neck; the bill is black and 
_ ſharp at the point; the egg is longer than 
that of the bird I hayg compared. It to, and 
” moſt beautifully variegated with 3 great 
| diverſity. of colours, black, white ang. red, 
blue, green and yellow: and what tg. me 
was ſurprizing, ſcarce ;apy ae A Loud 
ven y e ane Ae 1115 : 
This fowl builds moths in IK way . 
"neſt burt lays her eg on t the ſhelf fs bare 


— 25 | 5 x 4 1 | rock, 


1 
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t 


„Ir Rn 151 


rock, where ſhe plants it in ſo very nice a 
manner, that if once touched, one will find 
it impoſſible to fix it in the ſame place 
again. So flender is the hold theſe eggs 
have of the rock, that they tumble down 
into the ſea 1n thick ſhowers, if the fowls ö 

are ſurprized, ſo as to ſtart away in a 


hurry, 


As 1 as the "I 1s . on 


the coaſt, the heroes who have formerly 


diſtinguiſhed themſelves by, ſuch feats, go 


down, with the help of their ropes, into 


the well known ſhelves of thoſe rocks, 
each having a broad piece of linnen, or any 
thing remarkably white, fixed on his breaſt. 
This operation is done in the night time: 
The bird miſtaking an object ſo conſpicuous 


for a part of the rock, endeavours to cling 


to it, and 1 is immediately caught and diſ- 


- patched. In this poſture the fowler con- 
tinues till. about the dawn: T hen, and not 
till then, whatever his ſucceſs may be, he 


Jakes the wonted ſignal, that! is, he pulls 
L4 — 


* 
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the rope at which his life hangs: His com- 


panion who ſtands above, takes care in the 
firſt place to ſecure the prey, which ſome⸗ 
times conſiſts of no leſs than four hundred 
Lavies; and once that is done, helps or 
hauls up the adventurer, who is not with- 
out reaſon highly extolled for his proweſs, 


and moſt graciouſly received by all his 


Friends. 


As the S. Kildians have for many * 


i uſed this art, it has become to them a very 


ſimple one. But to a ſtranger who makes 


any reflections, it muſt be not a little ſur- | 


prizing, that any one of the more antient 
natives, ſnould have had ingenuity enough 


0 deviſe the ſtratagem of the white cloath, 
or plant himfelf in a ſhelf in the night 


time, with any reaſonable expectation of 
intercepting a creature made for 92 25 


Wpat the true E a name of the Lavie 


cettainty. There are | two ſorts of migra- 


144 


ting 


Sr RTE DA . wh 
ting ſea birds, which-breed in Ramſey iſland, 
on the coaſt of Pembroke-ſhire, one of wh TY 
goes under the name of Eligug or Shout, 
and the other under that of Rarorbil. From 
the account given by Mr. Lhoyd of theſe 
two ſpecies, in his ſupplement to Cambdens 
Britannia, under the article, Dimetæ, an 
account rather too indiſtinct, I conclude 
that the Se, Kilda yon is ey the . 


: The Bougir of Hirt, is whe ae candy 
the Coulterneb, and by others the Puffin: 
This is a very fine ſprightly bird, in ſize 
much like a pigeon: It ſeems to be con- 
ſcious of its own beauty, cocking its head 
very ſmartly, and aſſuming great airs 
of majeſty: Its colour is black on the 
outer parts, and about the breaſt, red and 
white: The legs are red, and the beak fa- 
ſhioned like a coulter, edged above, and 
moſt charmingly ar with red 1 = 
TO below. LF. "2 "22.0072 2 


1,» at 


In- 


1454 HISTORY oF 


1 flights of theſe Puſſins flut- 
„ during the whole ſummer ſeaſon, 
3 about St. Kilda and the two iſles 
pertaining to it: ſometimes they cover 
whole Plots of ground, and ſometimes 
while on wing, involve every thing below 
chem in darkneſs, like a ſmall ok * 
cuſts Wen ee 6 rhe 3866 


There a axe two. Afarent in of "rang 
this one larger and the other ſmaller, with 
ſome other marks of ene, ſcarce wor- 
thy. of being pointed out; their feathers 
art the ſoſteſt produced: here; n eggs 
are vchite, and of much the Sage: I" : 
"ao Ie aa. 


{hes page af abit. ile "i 6 molly al | 
the ſummer, on the two kinds of this fow!, 
ragether with eggs of various ſorts ; and I 
ſhall-make no difficulty of afixming, that 
the place could eaſiſy afford engugh of 
7 180 e e to ſupꝑart two 

thouſand 


thouſand Ee more | during * fo | 
fon. | 


| Here 1 muſt N that every 5 

ths advantages peculiar to itſelf. - If other 

countries are. furniſnhed with a variety, of 

the luxuries, St. Kilda poſſeſſes i in a re- 
5 e degree the neceſſaries of. life. 


| The inh abitants. of this the obſcureſt 
1 illand in the world, have ſtrong proofs of 
the equal diſpenſations of Providence. The | 
Lavie viſits them moſt ſeaſonably in the 
mu of February, when their freſh mut- | 
ton and bread. are perhaps nearly ex- 
bastel, and continues to furniſh plen- 
: _ iy: repaſts till the Solan Geeſe appear 
8 in March. . Theſe. ſupply their wants til! 
p | they begin 9 le. Then ar theſe ſueceed- | 
ed by the Fuffins and a variety of eggs. 
When their appetites are cloyed by a. frę- 
ent uſe. of this food, the falubrigns = 


Tulqer, and their favourite yaung Solan- ; 8 6 


"ow cromn r bumble: boards, with 7 


Bran- 
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grander entertainments, and hold out all 

autumn over: In winter they have gene- 
rally a greater ſtock of bread, mutton and 
falted fowl, than they are able to conſume: 
1 ſhalt ſpeak elſewhere of the fiſh very! Ii 
berally furniſhed by their ſeas. Upon 
the whole, in ſpite of hard uſage, and 

peculiar diſadvantages, they feed more 

luxuriouſly, if that be a part of human fe- 
"Yeity, than perhaps any ſmall or great na- 
tion of mie upon the face of che whole 
3 earth. WY ; beet os 


H 11 F 1 WA ** Es 14 N ö Fern Is 4% 
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4 


* 


1 had 1 not an opportunity of knowing a 
very curious fowl, ſometimes ſeen upon i 
this coaſt, and an abſolute ſtranger, Tam 
apt to believe, in every other part of Scor- 

I land. The men of Hirta call it the Gare- 
" fowl; corruptiy perhaps inſtead of Rare- 
"fowl, a name probably given it by ſome 

done of thoſe foreigners, whom either choice 


or neceſſity drew into this ſecure region. 5 


fn För the bill to the extremities of i its kay 19 
1 i 1 N 
101g. 3 
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its wings are in proportion to its ſize very 
| ſhort, ſo that they can hardly poiſe or ſup- 
port the weight of its very large body. His 
legs, neck, and bill are extremely long; it 
lays the egg, which according to the account 
given me, exceeds that of a gooſe, no leſs 
than the latter exceeds the egg of a hen, 
cloſe by the ſea mark, being incapable on 
account of its bulk, to ſoar up to the 


cliffs. It makes its appearance in the month : 
of Fu. The St. Kildians do not receive 


an annual viſit from this ſtrange bird, as 


from all the reſt in the liſt, and from 

many more. It keeps at a diſtance from 

them, they know not where, for a courſe 
of years. From what land or ocean it 
makes its uncertain voyages to their iſle, is 
| perhaps a myſtery in nature. A gentle- ö 
man who had been 1 in the Weſt-Indies, in- in- 
formed me, that according to the deſcrip- 
tion given of him, he muſt be the Penguin 
of that clime, a fowl that points out the 


proper ſoundings to e people. 
| | At 


\ 


| Gateſiet ng every St. Kildjan. "Thi mif- 
chievous bird deſtroys every egg that 
falls in its way, very often the young 
fowls, and ſometimes the weakeſt of the 
old. It is hardly poſſible to expreſs the 


| Hatred with which this otherwiſe good na- 


wen people, purſue theſe gulls. If one 
bappen to mention them, it throws their 
whole blood into a ferment: ſerpents are 


not at all ſuch deteſtable objects any where 
i elſe. „%%% ͤĩ ĩ;k6Vüi! aha 5 No „ LG 3 


* F EE ; 
af * 4 


They « exert their hole eigen of in- 
duſtry and {kill to get hold of this cruel 
enemy, a taſk very far from being 
eaſy, as they are no leſs vigilant than 
wicked: If caught, they outvie one an- 
other in torturing this imp of hell to 
death; ſuch is the emphatical language! in 
which they expreſs an action fo grateful 
to thein vindictive 8 They Puck Gut 


1 \ i 


ve 8 his 


8 | — — w— 


8 
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his eyes; ſew his. wings together, and ſend 
him a drift: To eat any of its eggs, tho“ 


among the largeſt and beſt their iſle 
affords, | would be accounted: a moft flagi· 
tious and worthy of a monſter 


only: They extract the meat out of the 


ſhell and leave that quite empty in the 
neſt: ow ee ſits W it till ſhe en 


— od iu 


'$ 
; * / 


This fowl daapefksellp e bite i in be d | 


. and downwards, blueiſh- along the back, 
and black in the wings: 


It is of the 


Solan-Gooſe, or nearly ſo: They call it 
Tuliae in Sr. Kilda; but in the othet 
weſtern ifles it goes under a different 


$7 03 « 

It will, I Cdn be thought unne- 
ceſlary, by this time, to give a minute de- 
tail of all the other more ignoble or uſeleſs 
tribes of ſea and land fowl, that. frequent 


4 
. 
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the St. "Kilda rocks and iſles. There is a 
great variety of them: One ſpecies, nume 

rous enough, is called the Sgrobir, and. 

and another the Aſhilag: Sea-magpyes are 
here, and what is much ſtranger, mag- 

pyes have been in the iſle, more than once, 

though very ſeldom in any other part of 
the weſtern Ebuda: There are herons, 
curlews, pigeons, plovers, beſides the ſmall 
claſſes of ſparrows, larks, ſtarlins and 

wrens. How: theſe little birds, I mean 
the wrens particularly, could have flown 

thither, or whether they went accidentally 
in boats, I leave undetermined. © Should. 

it be aſſerted here, that Sf. Kildians have 
by the dint of ſtalking caught herons, 

that is the moſt: watchful fowls in the 
world, I am afraid the ſtory would hardly 
be credited, mip the fact ſcems to be 
or” well Rn 


At Hirta are ſome ravens of the largeſt 
ſort, and a few eagles, which though very 


* Sr EPLED:A't 88 
pernicious elſewhere, are perfectly harm- 
leſs here, the reaſon I. conceive muſt be, 
that their neceſſities. are more than ſuffi- 
ciently ſupplied by the inexhauſtable ſtores 
of eggs, that muſt every other moment fall 


in their way. This muſt be the caſe in 


ſummer. How they procure their food in 
winter is a queſtion which one will find 
ſome greater difficulty in reſolvi ing, unleſs 
we take it for granted that they make fre- 
quent excurſions into the! + titighbodting 
ines. B. e LN 7 3G0UB hu 
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DOME derent t K the Hina 
kF birds, partichlarh) the Tulmer, the 
rage. Sea-Gull, and {matter Maws, quit 
their native element upon certain occa- 
ions, and retire to the land. Here they 
futter about the fields, or hover above the 
houſes; and as if highly diſſatisfied with 
their condition, ſhift every moment from 
place to place, now riſing up and im- 
mediately lighting upon the ground, or 
threatning to do ſo. This phenomenon is 
by the St. Klaians, and all the other iſland- 
ers reckoned an infallible prognoſtic of an 
approaching tempeſt. That the ſame 
opinion prevailed among the antients, with 
regard to ſome of theſe fowls, is plain 
from thoſe lines of Virgil in the firſt book 


. 1 3 2 1 7 d * . 2 - 
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of the Georgics, which I ſhall give he 
reader in Warton's tranſlation, | 
From che frail bark that ploughs the raging main, 
The greedy waves unwillingly refrain; 

When lqufl the cormarant ſcreams and ſeeks the Lancs | 
| And cots. apd Kea gulls ſport upon the ſand. 
Here the learned gentleman diſtinguiſhes 
the Cot from the Sea-gull (though his 
author confines ; his obſervation to the Tu- 
ca only) not without reaſon in my opi- 
nion, as that general word com prehends 


#448 \# 


Ne. Another e 1 ſhall take the ü- 
berty to make is, that the vocable mergi 
belongs very properly to a great variety of 
diving birds, and may be applied to the 
Hirta Tulmer, without any violence as 
well as to any one elſe. I add further that 
the firſt of theſe was, es is the very 


to the 8ea-Mav, if we en) deaye out the 
Ramgn termination: Nor need one be ſur- 
prized at this, or at any other ſimilarity 
0 Ah ſame kind. To reſolve the thing 

M En. into 


rs | 
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into an accidehtdl agreetnent of ſounds is 
far from being reaſonable. Some Chic 
nations had more than once over-run Haß: 
They poſſeſſed a conſiderable part of it 
for a very long time, I mean the Ciſalpine 
Gaul, and muſt of courſe' have left many 
vocables of their language behind them. 
1t is certain that the Romans never made 
a conqueſt of thoſe countries in Which the 
Gale prevails, and therefore we may with 
feaſon conclude, that Laß muſt have bor- 
rowed the vocable now in queſtion from 


| the Celtic, of which the Galic i is s undoubt- a 
edly = a dialect. ISS ans 


Bur to return to the Lubject &: prog- 
noſtications. The illanders in general 

poſſefs tlie art of predicting the changes 
of the weather, perhaps 3 in much greater 
perfection than many of thoſe who are 
beyond doubt ſuperior to them in ſome 
other branches of knowledge. Every 
bne muſt be ſenſible that this ſcience, is 


An many inſtances highly beneficial | to a 
©ICU L 4% in 


— 
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people whoſe buſineſs leads Wai to agri- 

culture and the ſea, however fallacious it 
may be on ſome occaſions. Of that mat- 
ter men of ſenſe may judge as they pleaſe; 
but ſo it is that the Sz. Kildions and their 
neighbours owe much of their knowledge 
in this way, whether real or imaginary, 10 
the obſervations they and their predeceſſors 
have made on. the ſcreamings; flight, and 
ther motions of birds, and more eſpecially. 


on their; migrations Som one place to an- 
Scher. 
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The — phil. eee in with | | 
the great-. Latin poet has'accounted' for the 


71511 


Joyful, croakings of. the raven ſpecies, upon 
a favo, rable change of weather, will in 


my apprehenſion, point out at the ſame 
time t the true : natural cauſes, of that- ſpirit 
of divination, with regard to ſtorms of 
wind, rain; or ſnow,” by "Which the ſea- 
gull, tulmer, cormorant, heron, crow, 
Plover, and other birds are actuated ſome- 
TOTES] : M 3 time 


7 
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* 


time before the el unge comes FLY it 
is no unpardonable preſumptiem in the; 
te think that all the commentators and 
tranſlators, that fell in my way, have 
ſpoiled the beauty of that paffage, and 
_ miſtaken its grammatical conſtruction. 1 
ſhall therefore take the liberty of trariv 
flating it in my way: Tie pot is enume 
rating the various ſighs of appoaching 
fair weather. The ravehs afford one of 
theſe Prognoftics, : Our author then * 


LOTS STI 


15 Tum liquidas corvi preſſo ter gutture voces 
Aut quater ingeminat; et ſæpe cubilibus Mo. 5 
Nieſcio qua præter ſdlitum dulckdine tt. 

3 . ſe foliis ſtrepitant Guvat imbribus ads. 
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| ogeniem parvam dulceſque rviſere n nidos) 
f7 © Hind equideth, credo, quia fit divinites lis 
Ingenium, -aut rerum fata prudentia 1 
Verum ubi tempeſtas et cæli mobilis humor 
utavere vias, et Jupiter humidus : auftris e 
Denfſat, erant quæ tara ni6ds, et que. dena, rr t 
Verrtuntur ſpetieb animorum; et pectorn motub 
_ Nunc alios, alios, um nubila ventus aZebat | cc . *. 
ene piunt; Hinc 1 le a avium concentus in ) agris, | 
* * _ _ Gs oVantes guttufe &6 
* © Gon: . bock v. abe as 


: * 
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| ins the manner how, ard he reaſon 
Nen nan * Br N 259514 de 
„AThen the ravens, compreffing theit 
« Mea three or four times, te- double 
* ſhrilter notes; and often in their lofty 
10 © hed- rooms ruſtle together againſt the 
* leaves, elated by I know not What plea- 
10 „ fure beyond their uſual mood, {to 
«reviſit thelr tender off. Ipring and dear - 
« neſts, after the ofe ſhowers Which con- 
« fined them too long there are ſpent 
ns away gives them the hi gheſt ſatisfac- 5 
* tion) not indeed, accordffig to 
| nion, becauſe they are "Infpired 5 with 
& preſtience by the Gods, nor becauſe Fate 
e given them a more extenſive know= 
% edge of things than moſt other beings 
ve) Have received: Not fo; but, after the 
4 Horny Wind and the changeful; water of 
ei the ſky, ſhall Have alteret their courſes 


85 and aer the God of a condenſes, 
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8 agrecably.. 10 th 
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«-winds,;thoſe things which were juſt be- 
« © fore rare, and rarifies what was denſe, 
tc the ideas formed by thoſe Bein gs, which 
« have, a, principle of... ſenſe res. 
a tation. take A new. turn, and their 
<-ſouls receive, different impreſſions, very 
«different, from, thoſe they. bad. Within 
oy « them, F hen t the Wind was, driving. the 
clouds about; Hence, it is that the. birds 
5 % in concert through the, nt Hence 
ie is that. the, cattle rejgjee, and h ne 1 
= the gvgtign, of 8 rayens frost. 
- "i ay Raza -£ 5 Mit ewig WW 
| he poet. ha ta aken Bo pe fn 
T bo 1 ty, an With 
| dick of ae k He had, 
much ſenſe, ang, 100, Here ſuperſtition, 0 
= account forthe. Preſages of, birds, withire- 
Bard, to the yauiations, gf, the, e 
doctrine; taught; by, th 
Augurs of his own and other 3 
le did not believe like * followers, of 
| Rm, that ravens Werg enabled by Apollo 
or 


28. K IL DoA 177 169 
or, any other God, to predict future events; 
vor could! he think like the Scaics, that fate 
did give, or could have Siven, „b 
ſhare of. ie e 


1121 


— e point v was, wig = eee | 

that of Epicurus. In ſhort, he reſolves 

the prognoſtications of ravens, not into = 

an extraordinary;interpoſition , of Heav - "I 
nor into the capricious l humour of a blind 

| fatality, but; into plain phyſical, caul; 8. 
the, influence, 1 the. Bobs The 


given by nature to. . 
waters above, will make ne. F 


ſions on the ſpirits of animals or birds, fo 
as to Sive them a new turn. A change or 
contrariety of. impreſſ ions, will, unavoid- 
ably, produce Ay contrariety of motions, 
will produce nem images, new paſſions, 
new affections, in a word, a new. diſpoſi- 
tion of mind, .F rom theſe. various and in- 
com- 


; the weather? ad obſerva- 


3 
Py 
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Ws Rb men. hive-derived the origin 
of this ſcience; and of navigation together a 
with it frem Noah's raven, pigeon and 
ark; But without going ſo far back; 
we may eaſily ſind out the true beginning 
of Auguries and Auſpices, in the plain ſubs | 
jet now. before us. Some men of une. 
cominon ſagacity, it is impoſſible to ſay | 
who, or where, ſaw reaſon to conclude 


from many ſenſible obſervations, that cer- 


tain: birds by their motions and accents; 


pregnoſtirated winds and rain, whils other f 


forerold in another manner, ſunney _ | 


im gbiſeriativns Wong be rey feges born 
5 eee 4nd miſſed => ” 


ederwithy iy fond: l e 
vide theſt' ominous birds into tw o claſſes, 
eee On the unt meaning 


ThE 
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actions or idleneſs of ſuch filly birds; on 


their ſilence, ſinging, chirping, chattering 


and croaking, on their feeding: or abſti- 


nence, on their flying to the right hand or 
left, was founded an art: Which from a 


100 ard ſimple beginning grew to an im. 


menſe height, and gained a . eee de- 
ä Ser of 1 in a JR world. ring 


1 OY am aldrpabiie to been d any Wee 
our ſacred volumes, from which it can be 
naturally enough inferred, that the Bgyp- 
tiaus or Phnicians, the Iſraelites or Ano- 
rites) theiChaldzans, or any other: Eaſtern 
nation, however ſuperſtitiouſſy inclined all 

ö theſe were, did practiſe this kind of divi- 
| nation. ey! an 95 pay the books 


| head ns gs en 


trails of a beaſt, thats: ls eee 


picium of the Latius; af conſulting 
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rods ur wands, the Rabiomanteia' of the 


Greeks, we 1 read in Ezekiel and Hoſea. 
But concerning augurs and auſpices we 


have nothing, I think, in the Old Teſ- 


tament. From this conſideration one 


will be ready to conclude, that the true 
canon of the Old Teſtament was com- 


pleated before this art was known to the 


oriental nations, or at leaſt to tlie Fews:- E 
If ſo, this fooliſh ſcience. was: probably in- 


vented by the Scythians-of the north, or 


rather by the Celtic nations of the weſt, 


and by them communicated to the'Tuſtars, 
the great patrons and i improvers of it, or 


perhaps firſt to the Greeks. Be this how it 
will, it is certain that the Gauls and Ger- 


mans were remarkably addicted to it; and 
from either of theſe, or both, it made its 


e into * Nera n of Britain. 


I. 


- Ah ignorance. was the der * that 
abe which the judicious part of man- 
kind paid to augurs and their ridiculous 
craft; z 1t will be —Y ſuſpected, that 


* 


atk | the 


— — —— —ZLů— — anon nn, none 


we HISTORY or 

the Highlanders muſt have had extraordi- 
nary regard for theſe of that ꝓrofeſſion. 1 
confeſs, this ſuſpieion is far from being all 
founded. Within leſs tban a century 
back there were ſome 'impoſtars in that 
country, ſhamelaumough to boaft af their 
| {kill in undlerſtanding the language of 
birds, like Apollanius 'Tyaneus; nor can it 
| be denied, that there were found in that 
part of this kingdom men fooliſh enqugh 
. ee — 12 8 70 _— . 


| of anfpiced binds; rauens were ee 
the moſt prophetical. Accordingly, in the 
language of that. diſtrict, Do bave the Fore- 
Sight of a raven, 15 to this day a proverbial 
expreſſion, denoting .a preternatural ſaga- 
eity in predidtin 8 fortuitous events. But 
the ſame. ſuperſtitions conceit prevailed 
among the more learned nations of Greece 
and Fah. Ravens were facred there to 
Apollo, the great patron of augurs, and 
were ealled the Ge anions- _ ated 
of hat Cod. N 
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Ia former times, it was the univerſal be- 
lief of the vulgar in the Western Mes, that 
ominous birds, of one kind or other, but 
generally of the more auſpicious ſort, 
hovered about every great family, ſome 
time before any confiderable penſon there 
was to die. Theſe birds were .accounted 
the genii of thoſe who were to leave this 
world, or meſſengers ſent from the other 
world, with timely intimatians of their ap- 
proaching end. How ſoon the perſon had 


expired, the ominous bird immediately dis- 


appeared; or if the fowl was deftroyel by 
ſome markſman, or by any meren en 
the devoted man n n 


| Theſe harbingersof death were „ 
crows, ravens, kites, fea-maws, doves or 
ſparrows, and ſometimes ſtrange birds 
ſen only on ſuch melancholy :occaſiens, 

If thaſe feathered prophets were of a 
whntifh colour, here was a proof equal to a 
revelation ſent from above, that the de- 
parting perſon was 'to:be-infallibly tranſ- 


os | | lated 5 


Ir 


HISTORY: by 


lated.1 Patel hoard otherwiſe; the: dire- 


ful omen was thought to foredoom him, 


without mercy, to the _— oft .datk- 
neſs wall — mw. ne 


4 — 
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FPooliſh r re veries 1275 this: kind are the 


| don of all countries. Some writers 
tell us, that a great number of : crows flut- 
tered about Ciceros head, on the very day 
he was murdered: by the ungrateful Pop;- 


bus Lens, as if to warn him of his ap- 


proaching fate; and that one of them, af- 


ter having made its way into his chamber, 
pulled away his very bed eloathes, from a 


folicitude for his ſafety; and according to 
the author of the Æneid, the ſolitary owl 
foretold the tragical end of the unhappy 


Dido. Suetonius, who took it into his 


head to relate all the imaginary prodi- 
gies that preceded the deaths of "his 
twelve Cæſars, in a very dull narrative, ne- 
ver miſſes an opportunity ſo favourable of 
doing juſtice to the prophetical character 
of ** one bird or other. It is ſurpriſing 


- that 
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| that Tacitus, a perſon. of the Kepeſh un- 


derſtanding, and no great friend to reli- 
gion, ſhould have given into the ſame 
folly. But men of that complexion are 


upon occaſions abundantly ſuperſtitious, 
and eee atheils have fomatinnes en | 


4 a 
; i 
k 


| " alin to a conceit that prevailed. 
; 3 time ago in the Highlandi, the 


5 birds, which were truſted with the ho- 


nourable employment of prognoſticating 


the death of great men, placed them- 
: ſelves near. their houſes, - and ſometimes 
| took the liberty to ſtand on the threſn- 
hold, or to lie in a window. But the 


meſſengers of the feathered kind, which 
3 were made to ſtoop down to the low em- 
ployment of ſerving thoſe of the poorer 


ſort 1 in the ſame way, were obliged to keep | 
at a reaſonable diſtance from houſes, to 


roam about from place to place, and to 


utter their predictions in the night time 


noſtly haunted | 
the 


gnly.. Fhoſe ignoble genii 
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the roads leading to the churchyard, and 
there ſcreamed | loudly. If their inhar- 
monious voices were heard in the firſt | 


: part of the night, the perſons to whom 


theſe goblins belonged were undoubtedly 
near the gates of death: If otherwiſe, 


they had a chance ef ſurviving theſe pre- 


| monitions, for ſome years: Meantime, 
there were ſome, who upon hearing the 
ſhrieks of the inauſpicious birds, knew 
immediately the individuals to whom they 


belon - 56 


I r ſometimes that two of theſe 


unlucky monitors, meeting in a place which 
5 cloſe to the burying ground, fought 
- a moſt deſperate battle: It was thought, 


that the fray muſt have been occaſioned b 
a point of honour, each of them being. 
| ambitious to have the precedency, or the 
ill-natured ſatisfaction of bringing his man 
hes his grave before any other. This was 
the general opinion. But ſome who would 


be ** more ſhrewd than their neigh- 


bours, 


nd Þ wand. Ot. - muck 
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bours, maintained ſiffly, and with the ſame 
appearance of reaſon, that each of theſe. 
birds ſtudied to' ward off the ien 
blow, from the perſon in whom he was 
N + EM 


We are told ks Clcers 6, that all kin 95 
nations and tribes made uſe of auſpices. 
The ſame great Author adds, that the 
Pifidians, Cicilians, and Phrygians ex- 
celled in that kind of divination. Any 
one who looks into Livy will find a clear 

demonſtration of that blind reſpe& and 
| paſlive obedience with which the wiſeſt 
nation in the univerſe honoured thoſe po- 
litical impoſtors, who went under the 
name of augurs. Greece received their 
dictates like oracular reſponſes, with an 
implicit ſubmiſſion. It is true, ſome of 
the moſt ſenſible men had a ſupreme con- 


tempt for this ſtrange ſyſtem of ſtate | 4 


tricks and popular folly : Some condemned 
it tacitly 3 : Some ridiculed it . and 


* De Divinat, Ib.! ii. 


N 2 1 called 


+: 4 HISTORY. ” 8 
Called the profeſſors of it cheats and 
impoſtors. Fabius Maximus among the 
Romans, though hiraſelf an augur, had 
the honeft fortitude to ſay, much like 
Hector in the Hiad, that the beſt of all au- 
guries was the intereſt of the common- 
wealth, and that every thing done in con- 
tradiction to that great law was done 
825 againſt the auſpices. But ſtill the bulk of 
erery nation had the profoundeſt venera- 
tion for all the impertinencies, griinace : and 


1 ee of this mock eee; 


It i 1s univerlally agreed, * the peer? 
7 ancient inhabitants of Britain muſt have 


derived inen origin either from the Gaul 


or Germans. The former were incom- 
25 parable proficients i in. the ſcience 'of au- 


. gury, if we believe Juſtin &; i and that the 


latter were exceſſively addicted to it, we 
learn from Tat acitus 1. That the Poſer | 


"XIE 2 


do. 


% 


* Juſtin. lib: XXIV, cap. bs. 
| + De mor, Germ. cap. g. 


| . o 
— — 8 


} 


£ 


Lo 


3 
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infection of ſo univerſal a diſeaſe of the 
mind, it is impoſſible to believe; and that ' = 
thoſe who lived in the remoteſt parts of I} 
Britain, in a ſituation peculiarly unfa- — i 
vourable to the liberal arts and ſciences, |} 
ſhould, ſome time after the reſt of their 

count ymen had been cured of this men- 1 

tal imbecillity, retain ſome little 1 remains 


A 18 far from being matter of wonder. 
4 tt Fa pd bs 


* 


But wg 15 * faid concerning 
| theſe idle notions: I ſhall only obſerve 
fatther, that they; are no longer believed! in _ 
the Highlands and iſles. N | 
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12 H 45 65 kigted! above, * the men o of 
Hirta are divided into fowling parties, 
each of which conſiſts generally of four per- 


ſons diſtinguiſhed by their agility and ſkill, 

Each party muſt have at leaſt one rope 
about thirty fathoms long: This rope is 
made out of a ſtrong, raw cow hide, ſalted 


for that very purpoſe, and cut circularly ĩnto 
three thongs all of equal length; theſe thongs 
being cloſely twiſted together, form a three 


fold cord, able to ſuſtain a great weight, 
and durable enough to laſt for about two 
generations: To prevent the injuries it 
would otherwiſe| receive from the ſharp 
edges of the rocks, againſt which they 
muſt frequently ſtrike, the cord is lined 


with * dreſſed 3 in much the ſame 


This 
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- This rope is a piece of furniture indiſ- 
penſably neceſſary, and. the moſt valuable 
implement a man of ſubſtance can be poſ- 
ſeſſed of in St. Kilda. In the teſtament of 
a father, it makes the very firſt article in 
favour of his eldeſt ſon: Should it happen 


to fall to a daughter's ſhare, in default of 


male heirs, it is reckoned equal in value. 


to the two beſt cows in the ile. U 8 


- By the help of ſuch ropes, the people yy 
B of the greateſt proweſs and experience; 
here, traverſe and examine rocks prodi- 


giouſly,] hi gh. Linked together i in couples, 
each having either end of the cord faſtened 
about his waſte; they go frequently thro'. 


the moſt dreadful precipices: When one of 
the two deſcends, his colleague plants him- 


ſelf on a ſtrong ſhelf, and takes care to 


have ſuch ſure footing there, that if his fel- 


low adventurer makes a falſe ſtep, and tum= | 


bles "= he may be able to fave him *. 


- of 7 Kilda's Fs in the ſummer after I left the 


N44 f inland 


U! | 
* The following anecdote: of the preſent. Reward by 
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- Undoubtedly: theſe. are ſtupendous ad- 
ventures, and equal to any thing in the 


feats of chivalry: I was preſent at an 


operation of this kind. My curioſity led 


me to ſee ſo uncommon a trial of ſkill: be. 


fore it was half over, I was greatly ſhock- 


ed and moſt heartily ſick of it. Two 


noted heroes were drawn out from among 
all the ableſt men of the com mmunity: One 


of them fixed himſelf on a craggy ſhelf: His 


Ccnipanion went down ſixty fathoms below 
Fim; and after having darted himſelf away 
from the face of a moſt alarming precipice, 


hanging over the ocean, he began to play 
lis gambols: He ſung merrily, and laugh-. 


Ed very heattily, The crew were inexpreſ. 


©  fiblythappy, bat for my part, I was all the 
while in ſuck diſtreſs of mind, that 1 could 


. B lid le 


. id, will give the 1 a ſpecimen of the 429 
; "they undergo, 


{ww 3 £ 


and at 'the ſame time of the uncommon. 


ſtteiigth of the i. Kildians: This man obſervihg' His 


colleague. loſe, his hold, tumbling down from above! 
placed himſelf ſo firmly, upon the ſhelf where he 


food, that he ſuſtained the weight of his. friend, after 


fa Fog 1 the whole kengih of the rope, | 
Pet not 


38 generally. about nine or ten fathoms long; 


This they uſe in places more acceflible; . I 


' where. the game is of a more ignoble kind, 
and ſo much the more © cafily* meltered 


They Have gins made of the ſame tate. 5 


Hals (which are faſtened to the end of 4 
ſtalte deeply fi 
theſe gins they catch à great num er © 

wild fowl. They have other gins made 


eve of horſe hair, which they tie totBs 
end ef their Blhing rods, and extended to- 
the fowl" in the _ cliffs, who ſome- 


BHS | : a times 


gr. N DD Ai” 16% 
not for * life run over half the feens 
with my eyes. The fowler after having | 
performed ſeveral. antick tricks; and given 
us all the entertainment his art could 
returned in t „ and full of 
5 his on merit, ase A b ſtring” of 
* fowls round his e and 2 "tdahet of 
25 88 in ws boſom. 16115 ang ot 2 
i 7 | Fa pts e 8 
The Py Killian, beſides thee Mete coſti7 
E and valuable rope already deſcribed, have 
anotlicr kind, made of horſe hair, which 


ed in the ground. With : 
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times itt thee heads. | Aba them; | 
and by that means give the fowlers « an op 
Ts of Oy . up. Are 
5 0 5 
| Daring hs RT ſeaſon the women 
| of Hirta, like the maids of antient Sparta, 
are much employed in fowlin g The prin- . 
cipal game that falls to their ſhare, is the 
ſmall ſprightly bird called the Puffin. This 
. fowl hatches under ground, and is eaſily 
traced out by means of the hole through 
which it makes its way; the hole it digs 


with its beak. The wife or daughter of a 


1 5 for the whole family, at leaſt for on 


5 family makes a ſhort excurſion from home 
in a morning, attended by a dog, and 
catches what may be a ſufficient proviſion 
e day; 


RW every family ul the. iſland i 18 furniſhed with Fs 


one or more of thoſe extraordinary dogs. 
. are a mixture of the tarrier, ſpaniel, 
and thoſe that take the water: Of their 
oyyn accord they ally out early enough and 
ſoon return, bringing, five or fix ic at 
a r 
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Sitting on the ſide of a hill with ſome. 
of the people, I ſaw one of theſe little 
dogs ſtealing away from us: The men 
told me he would ſoon return with a 
: conſiderable booty, accordingly he came 

back in half an hour and laid down his 
prey at his maſter's feet; being taught by» 
experience and ſome friendly ſtroakings, 
that his owner had a juſt ſenſe of the obli- 
gation, he went off the ſecond, time, and 
| Wa MY the ſame ſuccels: -. $70 3c om 
- Theſe 400005 have a e bend. 
and are ſo trained, that they neither deſtroy” 
the fowls themſelves, nor part with them 
till they meet the people of the family to 
which they belong, in ſpite of ee ee 
n or e a e e Bs 0 | 


#7 


- All tha wks of the Aland. wbetherg S167 
| e of fowls or fiſh, are divided with 
ſingular exactneſs, according to the pro- 
portion of land each man poſſeſſes. At 
. the end of three years, the people exchange 

1 n 


. 25 7 nx STORY or 
* their divifions-of theſe rocks," and tlie di. 
pPüutes, if any ariſe upon this head, are ters . 
minated by the decifion of lots: Thie leaft 
eneroachment upon a rock that belongs 


to another, is an injury ſcarce leſs atrocious 
than to ſteal a cow, and is puniſhed with- 


ms ls 5 | 
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dity and alertneſs of: the SH Kildiant on 
| ſome occaſions. To land in Btack-in- Armin; | 
Stack-Birach, and Lij, the rocks which lie 
beyond the principal iſtand, is a moſt deſ- 


45 perate undertaking.” When the weather is 


flair and the ſea ſmooth; they man their 


boat with eight of their ableſt hands: The 


8 © ſteward's deputy is. their ſea captain and 


| land officer; he has an indefeaſible richt 


to manage the helm and iſſue out orders: 
Theſe: honours or high Privileges expoſe 
him to greater dangers; he is the firſt Per- 
ſon to land, and the laſt. to quit the field! 


e of the place, this heroic! 
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is 1 laid \ by all a ces, 
hip upper cloaths and his ſhoes, he faſtens 
a ſtrong. rope around his waſte, the other 
end of it being in the boat; and as ſoon 
as the wave riſes to a proper height, he 
ſprings out toward the rock with all the 
agility he is maſter of, and imploys the 
Whole power of his hands and feet, ſome- 
times of his teeth and nails, to ſettle him- 
ſelf there; if he falls back into the ſea, the 
affront gives him infinitely more pain than 
the ſevere drenching; his fellows haul 
him in, and he. repeats the experiment: : 
If he ſucceeds in the attempt, which is 
generally the caſe, he fixes himſelf in a ſe- 
cure place, makes the rope faſt and gives 


his companions an opportunity of coming 


aſhore. Four of the crew, being left in 
f the boat where they muſt remain at their yo 


| Ban till the commander and his s paity * _ 


as hs f port is over, - hips go bod | 
| thei boat 1 in the lame manner: The Gin- 
BY bach 


* 0 6 
” 5 
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Da places himſelf in his old ſtation, ind 5 
after having lent his aid to the three men, 
he ties an end of the halter to a part of the 
cliff, and flides down upon it, if the ſea is 
| favourable; if otherwiſe, he orders the 
people at the oars to row off to a- proper 
diſtance, and jumps undauntedly into the 
water, theſe take him up immediately, and 
receive ſo brave a leader with loud claps of 
| applauſe. This is the conſtant and only 
method of . on the rocks e 
e, 


o * * * 1 * 
* 5 , | 
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3 ; 1 was ; fooliſh b to engage in an 
5 | adventure of this kind at Stack. in- Armin, "08 + 
but dare not recommend the ſame opera- 5 : 
tion to any friend; however ſtrong his cu- 
5 riofity may be. I was towed up againſt 
the face of a rock forty feet high : The 
© enterprize was ſufficiently bold; but ſurely 
is no more than childiſh play, if compared 
to the manly feats of thoſe woo attempt 
4 . | 
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This 
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This rock is about forty feet high, ſome- 


thing ſmooth on the top, which is formed 5 
much like a circle, the diameter about 


twelve feet: The angle formed by the face 


of the rock, and the moſt acceſſible part 
of the circumference of that circle is al- 


moſt a ſort of right one; and yet ſuch 5 8 . 


the luſt of praiſe and profit together, that . 
they ſcale this tremendous precipice every 
year for the ſake of eggs and wild fowl: 
This hardy exploit is far from being the 
effect of neceſſity: But thoſe pleaſures and 
advantages which are dearly bought, or 
purſued amidft 1 imminent dangers, are taſt- 
ed and my with greater reliſh, pes 


| Here it is to be obſerved, that were k 1s 
no more than a ſingle egg found in any 
neſt at Hirta; except in the neſts of the 


ſea-gulls who have always three. Every 


bird, it is true, lays a ſecond, ſhould it be 
robbed of the firſt, and perhaps a third 
if deprived of that, the Tulmer only e- 
_—_ But in ſpite of this barrenneſs, 
there 


HISTORY r 


i — are no leſs than twenty four 


dozen of eggs annually taken upon. the 


little narrow top of Stack-Birach:; à cir- 


ceumſtance from which one may conclude 
that a vaſt number of fowls crowd to- 


gether and neſtle within the aneh e ff a 


| Yer ſmall ſpace. 55 


1 "ae been 4 obſerved that they 


; i haye but one boat in Sr. Killa, and on it 


their happineſs. greatly depends: If ſome 


fatal accident ſhould deprive them of it, 
1 they are inexpreſſibly miſerable, and no leſs 


dejected, than a great and once flouriſhing 


ſtate would be after the devaſtations of an 


unſucceſsful war, or the e N made _ 


"0 * more confurging e 


- This dane 3 were in this — 


_ tous ſituation, after 1 left them, in the 


Fear 1759. On the fixth' of October that 


Pear, nineteen of their men put to ſea, 
bound for the ifland of Boreray; ten of 


n landed there; the remaining nine in- 
„ e | tended 


Sr. TRILDZXA 1753 
tended to go back to Hirta: For three ſuc- 


ceſſive days the wind blew ſo furiouſſy that 


there was no nee obs — * 


* 
where. 910 1 biin ine 


1 1 
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92 They elem daten all as time 
under the lee fide of one of the high rocks 


of St. Kilda, being half ſtarved with cold 
and hunger. On the fourth day of their 
diſtreſs they made for the bay, though” 
without any proſpect of ſafety; they ſteer- 


ed for the ſandy-beach on which we land- 
ed; here three of the men were waſhed 


AWAY. and the remaining fix were driven 
bj the force of a wave on the beach, the 


ee broke to e 8 494 . 
$9921 31} Nail! © 811 


4 


Id The 8 men left at Dori: were 


„oon made ſenſible of the common cala- 
mity, and their own. miſery; their wives 


3 and ſurviving companions, made. repeated 


als in the main iſland. F inding there 


© 


4 + violence 


was no other timely reſource, after the firſt | 


# 


194 HISTORY: or 
violence of their anguiſh/ began to abate; 
they bethought themſelves of ſecuring 
ſome wild fowl: for proviſions; they lived 
on theſe and the fleſh of the ſheep that 
* graze there all the year over. Before they 
quitted this priſon, the ſkins of theſe ſheep, 


and of the larger fowls' tacked together 
with feathers, were all the clothing that 


ſome of them Wore: What a groteſque 
figure they made in this e eee n 
one wy "_ we ein enz 
It was phovideniat ttt w Was the 
place of their exile. | The Stullers houſe er 
curious grotto, of which an accbunt has 
been given already, afforded them a very 
comfortable habitation. Here they ſlept 
ſecurely all night, and Ioitered away the 
- whole winter ſeaſon. They had taker 
neceſſary precaution to dry ſome tu 
the beſt way they could, and enough of 


; " that to laſt fill the ſpring moch be pretty 
: ; far advanced,” | 


* 
. 
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on A return of the wild foul: in the 
month of March, after having relieved 


their own neceſſities, , they laid up in 


their ſtore-houſe a cargo of theſe, ſuffi- 
cient to load the Rewards eight-oared 
boat. Their friends at home, willing to 
give them the ſatisfaction of knowing that 
heir ſhare, of the arable ground was nq; 
neglected, turned up ten different ſma 
ſpots of ground on the northern face of 


the hill which ſtood, over againſt them. 


In fine, the ten priſone remained in this 


ſituation without ſuſtaining any great laſs, 


other than that of being much gut of 


humor, till bee in the e of June 
15 ek be . 9 1 11 14 18 f 211 
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of . the. ane of 1 Harte. 27 beir ch a ie 


72 , perſons, dreſi, language, genius ; 
Manners and cuſtoms. , 


£5% i 


T is a fact indiſputably true, that ie 
inhabitants of St. Kilds were much 


E more numerous heretofore, than they are 


at preſent. Whether” this viſible 3 5 
is to be reſolved ' wholly into phyſical 
cauſes, or whether” it ought to be imputed 
to political ones in part, 1 ſhall not deter: 

mine, I ſhall only venture to affirm, that 
the iſland, if under proper regulations, 
might eaſily ſupport three hundred ſouls. 
Martin, who viſited it about the end of the 

_ laſt century, found an hundred and eighty 

perſons there. | 


S The number is now dwindled dowñ to 
eighty- eight: an extraordinary change this 
. 5 | in 
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in leſs than two generations: It is true in- 

deed, that a contagious diſtemper ſwept 

away the greateſt part of this people 2d 
four and thirty years ago. 


The diſtemper which in ſo great a mea- 


ſure depopulated 57. Kilda, was the ſmall 
pox : One of the people there, upon com- 
ing to Harris, was ſeized with it, and 


died there: Unluckily, one of his friends 


carried his cloaths away next year, and 
theſe, it is thought, communicated the! in- 
: fection at . 8 


very PR of that little community el. 
caped the plague of that year; of twenty- 
one families, four grown perſons only re- 


mained, and theſe had the burden f 


twenty-ſix orph ans to ſupport : That theſe 


four lived, was owing to what the very | 


men who were ſaved muſt have at ſt 
called a 2 rg misfortune, 
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| Before the diſtemper was propagated, 
three men and eight boys were ſent 
into one of their iſlands, with a deſign of 
catching Solan-Geeſe for the benefit of 
the whole community: An univerſal con- 
fuſion and mortality enſuing at home, 
they continued there from the middle of 
Anguſt, till about the middle of May in 
the following year. The boat in which 
"theſe men had been wafted over into that 
iſland was brought back to Hirta, be. 
fore the diſtemper became epidemical. Had 
they been at home with the reſt, it is more 
than probable, that their fate had been the 
fame with a of their friends, 


Before this memorable year, the mall 
pox had never viſited St. Killa: The con- 
ſequence muſt have been, that every genuine 

Hirta man was an abſolute ſtranger to the 

proper method of managing it; all medi- 
cines, and thoſe who adminiſter them, lay 
quite our of their ways : and i it is very: pro- 

| | 1 bable, 


bable, that the groſs aliments always uſed | 


in that place, perhaps beyond the common 


rules of. temperance, and, together with 


that diſadyantage, the habitual uncleanne(s 
of the natives, to which may be added the 
feculent air pent up within their dirty ho- 
vels, had a particular quality to inflame 
that cruel diſeaſe into a more than ordir 
mory degree of virulence. 


This terrible diſten EX has never fince 


| viſited Sf. Kilda, 


The 85 Kills . are n Cubs 
jet to an extraordinary kind of ſickneſs : 


On the fourth, fifth or fixth night after 


their birth, many of them give up ſucking ; 


on the ſeventh, their gums are ſo clenched 

together, that it is impoſſible to get any 
thing down their throats: Soon after this 
ſymptom. appears, they are ſeized with con- 


vulſive fits, and after ſtruggling againſt ex- 
" WHINE torments, till their little ſtrength is 


04 1 8 
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exhauſted, die generally on the eighth day; 
J Have ſeen two of them expire after ſuch 
agonies. It is ſurpriſing that Martin, who 
was himſelf bred to phyſic, and a perſon 
of unbounded curioſity, - ſhould have paſt 
over in ſilence a circumſtance ſo very ſtrik- 
ing, ſuppoſing that this very uncommon 


diſtemper had got ac ſong at ares in 
his time, | * e 


Anocher very remarkable diſeaſe that at- 
tacks this place occaſionally, is a very ſe- 
vere cold, ſometimes attended with ſpitting 

of viſcous bloody matter, every time the 
Harris people come among them, or rn. | 
wo mow _ ag _ 155 
2518 Chey ved N kn voices (eve | 
et Mr. Martin) and good lungs; to this 
Ty the Solan=Gooſe egg ſupped raw doth 
r not a little contribute; they are ſeldom 
£ troubled with a cough, except at the 
, BY ſteward's n which 1 is no leſs rare 


3 p 
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123 than firmly believed LS the inhabitants 
e of che aha lands. es, 

FF * Thoſe of Se. Kilda, upon the whole, 

gave me the following account: That 

* they always contracted a cough upon the 


ce ſteward's landing; and it proves a greaf = 


* deal more troubleſome to them in the 
ce night time, they then diſtilling a great 


ce deal of phlegm. This indiſpoſition 


ce continues for ſome ten, twelve or four- 
et teen days; the moſt ſovereign remedy 


e againſt this diſeaſe, is their great and be- 


* loved catholicon, the gibain, id eſt) the 


ce fat of their fowls, with which they ſtuff 


« the ſtomach of the Solan-Gooſe, in fa- 
« ſhion of a pudding ; this they put in 
“ the infuſion of oat-meal, which in their 
6. language they call brochan; but it is 
* not ſo effectual now as at the beginning, 
. «becauſe of the frequent uſe of it. I told 
« themplainly, that T'thought all this no- 


* tion of infection was but a mere fancy; 
| fend. that at leaſt it could not always 
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% hold; at which they ſeemed offend- 


ed, ſaying, That never any before 
« the miniſter and myſelf was heard 
* to doubt of the truth of it, which is 
* plainly demonſtrated upon the landing 

* of every boat; adding further, that every 
« deſign was for ſome end, but here there 
* was no room for any, where nothing 
* could be propoſed. But, for confirma- 
tion of the whole, they appealed to the 
« caſe of infants at the breaſt, who were 


likeways very ſubject to this cough, but 


could not be capable of affecting it; and 
therefore, in their opinion, they were in- 
« fefted by ſuch as lodge in their houſes. 
% There were ſcarce young or old in the 
* iſland whom I did not examine parti- 


* cularly upon the head, and all agreed in i 


the confirmation of it. They add rn. 
ther, that when any foreigr 
4 brought thither, then the cough i is of 
longer duration than otherwiſe, They 
* remark, that if the fever has been among 
; 4 thoſe of the t retinue, though 
5 6e before 
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« before their arriyal there, ſome of the in- 
e habitants are infected with it. If any 
« of the inhabitants of St. Kilda chance to 
4 live, though but a ſhort ſpace, in the 
« iſlands of Harris, Sky, or any of the ad- 
« jacent iſlands, they become meagre, and. 


“ contract ſuch a cough, that the gibain 


e muſt be had, or elſe they muſt return to 
« their native ſoil. This gibain is more 


* ſovereign for removing of coughs, being 


c 


* 


uſed by any other iſlanders than thoſe 


© of St. Kilda, becauſe they love to have 
it frequently in their meat as well as 


de drink; by which too frequent uſe of it 

* it loſes its virtue. It is very remarkable, 
« that after this infected cough was over, 
« we ſtrangers, and the inhabitants of 
« St. Kilda, making up the number of 


about two hundred and fifty, though we 


had frequently aſſembled upon the oc- 


* caſion of divine ſervice, yet neither 


* young nor old among us all did ſo much 
as cough once more.” This is the ac- 
count which Mr. Martin gave of this in- 


fection 
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yy fection! in the year 1697: The fame ac- 


count has been often confirmed to me by 


many in my pariſh, whoſe veracity I had 
no occaſion to call in queſtion; and who 
viſited the iſland almoſt annually ſince that 


period, and never knew the inhabitants to 


have once eſcaped this contagion. The 
honourable and reverend ſociety, and ſome 


ingenious gentlemen, who joined me in 
my ' ſuſpicion : as to the truth of this fact, re- 
commended to me to enquire into it very 
particularly : And I. can aſſure them and 
the public, that every man in &. Kilda, 
and every man in Harris that ever viſited 


St. Kilda, are unanimous in affirming it to 


be 1 true. Though my teſtimony may ſerve 


to cor roborate a fact, which I once 


could not believe I cannot deny it with- 
out committing a treſpaſs againſt truth. 
| When I landed, all the inhabitants, except 
two women in child: bed, enjoyed perfect 
health, and continued to do ſo for two 
days. I began to conclude, with pleaſure, 


that my viſit would do them no injury. 
. | | 


But 


ns 2 fun 
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But I concealed my ſuſpicions, that 1 


might not tempt them to impoſe upon me, 
in order to prevent me from 7 detecting. a 


trick, which was perhaps originally con- 
trived for ſome political ends, (to juſtify, - 


for inſtance, their averſion to ſtrangers, who / - 


often come to oppreſs them) and continued 
for ages afterwards, from a pride which often 

makes mankind reluctant to confeſs, that 
they were either, 1gnorantly or deſignedly 
miſtaken. - This far-fetched: ſuſpicion) had 
no foundation. The St. K:ldians axe fond 
of ſtrangers, and it 1s: improbable; that a 
trick of this kind, ſuppoſing. we could al- 
ſign ſufficient cauſe for contriying it, 


could be carried on by the whole com- 


munity fo; very arttully, as, to, prevent a 
diſcovery for ſo ,many,,years:,,, But my 
doubts and: ſulpicions were ſoon removed. . 

| On the third day after Llanded, ſome of the 
inhabitants diſcovered evident ſymptoms of 


a violent cold; ſuch as hoarſeneſs, coughing, | 


diſcharging. of Pklegm, &c. and in eight 
e eg all infected with, this un- 


common 
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common diſeaſe, attended in ſome with 
ſevere head · achs and feveriſn diſorders: 80 
that without rejecting the moſt convincing 
bf all evidences, the evidence of my ſenſes, 
I was not able to ſuſpect that their com- 
plaints at that time, were either feigned or 
imaginary. Before I went to the ifland, [ 
was willing to imagine, upon brei- 
tion that this ſtrange diſtemper gets in 
among that people on ſuch occaſions, that 
thoſe only who aſſiſted in dragging the 
boat to land, and muſt have wrought 
themſelves into a great heat, ſo as to have 
rendered themſelves very ſuſceptable of ſuch 
a diſorder, were the only perſons affected ; 
but upon a ftrift examination, I found 
*that the whole body of the people, they 
who ſtayed at home, as well as they who 
laboured hard in affiſting the rangers 
were ſeized with it. e 15 8 


ther ener 1 540 2 EAR 
- tained, that the violent agitation into which 
the people of this iſland had thrown them- 
__ 


- 
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ſelves, frequently by over- acting their part 
in drawing up the Hurris boats to land, 
muſt Have made them obnoxious to this 
ſevere cold, which might afterwards infect 
thoſe' who ſtayed at home, was ſufficiently | 
confuted by a very plain argument. Some 
of his Majeſty 8 troops had occaſion to land 
at Hiro, in the year 1746, and though 
dhe natives gave them no manner of aſſiſt- 
ance, nor were of conſequence over-heated, 
by a violent exertion of their frength, nor 
hurt bj dy the ſalt water; at the ſame time it 
is certain, at Tealt the natives and ſome of 
the fieward's ſervants, who were then mn 
Sr. Kind, told me that the cold above de- 
Lerlbed attacked" them with” Uncommon 
Fury; and the S“. KiMians, as 1 Aran have 
occaſion to obferve below, willout any 
prejudice 1 to their health, aeg greater 
"hardſhips and fatigues almoſt every day, 
than on occaſions of this kind. R gentle- 
man of ſkill, who favoured me with his 
opinion, calls this cold an annual epidemic, 
Which will return periodically, whether 


ſtrangers 
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ſtrangers viſit the iſland or not. It is true- 
indeed, that the ſteward is obliged . 

viſit this iſland ſometime between the end 

. 00 April and the beginning of September, 

as it is quite inacceſſable in any other ſea- 

ſon. of the year; but he ſometimes. lands 

here i in May, ſometimes i in June, Faly and 
ON. Auguſt; and 1 is it not very ſtrange, that 


eier 


annual | epidemic ſhould, return in May, if 
the ſteward lands i in that. month, but not | 
till the month. of Au, 20% if tl e ſteward de- 
lays his viſit { ſo. long? And i is it not equally 
range. that it ſhould return t three or four 


times in the ſummer ſeaſon, if the tex war 
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ſhould land.! fo oft, and only once, if, «they 
have no more viſits kahm bim? The pre- 
ſent ſteward' 's brother, Who is a clergyman 
of our church, and a man of learnin "and = | 
veracity, told me, that be. law the inhabi- | 
tants of Se. Kilda. ſeized with this. ca 
three different times, upen the landing gf 7 | 
his father's hoat as n ek the ſpace of 
MGM! weeks. ne 3105. ent vifgo. it int 
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Thad a carions-nough anzedote, cons 
cerning Mrs. M. Beo, a.native:of S, and 


widow of the late miniſter af St. Kilda, con- 
firmed to me by herſelf and. others: For 
three years after ſhe went to the iſland ſne 


eſcaped the general infection but: after- 
wards being as it were, in forme meaſures: 
becbme à native of the place, fie was ſeized” 
with ene en * "_ in n 
5 iſland. 21H, 13 Bs DO 


** i 9 1 4 of 4 4 1. 
2 421711 9 2 48˙10 New : * | 14.303 * 5 JV 728 "8 


The ſmell of ike PUP ee e 3 land: 
breath, is very offenſive to a ſtranger; he 1 is 


uneaſy when a St. Killian is near him, 


and for two or three days he breaths a 


_ thick-loathfome air. A man would haue 
no. difficulty in believing, that the ſtranger 
ſhould be affected with ſome uncommon 


diſorder on his landing; hut that the quan- 
tity of freſn air 
or the ſmell of his. eloaths, or breath, ſhould: 
affect the natives, is very improbable and 
indeed quite-unadcountable;:althdugh'they 
Will 3 'othat. your * ſomg 

avg | P time 


hich he carxles about him- 
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time 15 as offenſive to them, as their's: can 
be to you; and that they fimd a difficulty 
in breathing a _ ſharp: air nn en 
nean n 841 ue $601 0s 2941 
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b 1 [conſt Tanks hang a e dy _= 
_ reality.of tu&diftemper; but. the account 
which Mr. Martin gaw of it in 1697; the: 
repeated aſſurances giuen me by men of 
underſtanding, and undiſputed veracity: 
above all, ocular demonſtration, convinced 
me that mjxqubts were fourited; There | 
are rhany'apptarances iniature whigh are; 
unaccountable to us, and of which we muſt 
ever remain ignorant: and a fact which. 
cannot be necounted or. mayrhaſupp ted 
by evidences whichwilforte:copudtith.. | 
6090200210! di, baſpsiis ad bluodt \ 
The mabeladult perſons! i in this ãſland 
are remaikably healthy and leſs: ſubject 
| MOI Ns 10 lar 2 $47 10 
TH ode domi VIV. 21 Iz oils Hol 
* It has been already told that the inhia· 
bitants of St. KG/da' ar now] detreaſad 
9 1 down 
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Vr. rde | A 
down to eigktyveight ſouls: Of theſe thirty- 
cight are! males, and fifty are females. 
Th great inequality of the ſex may be 
very rationally explained, without adopt- 
ing the doctrine taught by writers of voy- 


ages and travels, who will have it, though 
m direct opoſition to the eſtabliſhed order 


of Providence every where elſe, that na- 
ture, by ſending more women than men 
into the world; in ſome countries, muſt 


In all maritime or warlikg nations, males 
are, it is plain, more ſubject to untimely 
deaths than the females; and among the 
. Kilt; though neither a fighting or 
eommercial people, the caſe is the fame, 
arid the reaſon obvious. 
men are [deſtroyed by rocks; and in all 
bebte the males are more ready to run 
W from out of che reach of tyrants, 
xecauie more obnoxious to the reſentment 
of _ and better rr to eee, for them- 
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have meant to introduce polygamy there. 
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Arbe adult males now at Hires; ace 
no more than twenty two. Theſe: vate. . 
tout hardy fellows, and though generally 
ſpeaking ſhort of ſtature, extremely thiek 
and brawny, but rather clumſily made than 
nicely Proportioned; they are remarkably 
ſtrong. carry huge burdens, and will tug 
at the oar for many hours, with an almoſt 
undiminiſhed vigour: © In their nocdturnat 
expedi itions they undergo great hardſhips; 
and make very; light of the fatigue and 
. theſe, 16 artune is pro- 
3 } of esd nem ctisicf ee; 1 Sie 
S837 -2ctorme bag zesse ait ns es 
The women here are moſtly handſome, 
aer complexion freſh and lively, as 
their features are regular and fine: The : 
females: in the-aflands moſt:ontiguous-ta 
Hirta, ate in theſe reſpects greatly inferior 
to them; there are ſome of them. who if 
Properly dreſſed, and genteely educated, 
would, in my opinion, be reckoned extrar 
ordinary beauties in the gay worle. 
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Fi The cloathing of this people is quite 
coarſe, and made for warmth; all the cos 


lours known among them, till of late, were 
black, white, grey, and brown, the natu- 
ral colours o 
their only artificial one. There is a plant, 
in much the greateſt parts of the weſtern 
illes, which the inhabitants call Rue: I am 
a ſtranger to its true Engliſh name; it may 
be the ſame, for aught I know, with the 
| Ruta of the Romans; and a Latin proverb, * 
which! imports, that @ perſor or thing It con- 


ned within a narrow coinpaſi, ſeems to "fa- 


vour that notion. This plant riſes in the 
ſummer time about a ſpan length above 


the ground, having a ſmall hard ſteffi 
which carries a yellow odoriferous flower: | 


It loves a ſandy ground. and ſpreads its 
long, tough arid numerous roots very far : 
Theſe roots if pounded and boiled, pro- 


duce 4 durable red colour, which grows 
brighter every day: The S. Kildians are 


eee with the art of dying with 


* In rutæ folium conjeci. 


53 this 


heir ſheep, and yellow was 
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2 HISTORY: or 
this ante dene n Pr: | 


TY _ e eee ee e 
them is a mere triſte, and extremely 
coarſe: One holiday ſhirt will ſatiefy the 
ambition of the moſt elegant or foppiffi 
_ perſon. in Sr. Kilda, what they wear next 


» — 4 » 


5 be v wearrg * underſtand 1 buſi 
neſs very ill. Every man is the taylor and 


ſhoe-maker of his own family: All the 


leather of this iſland, and thoſe neareſt to 
it, is tanned with the tormentil root, and 
done to great perfection . 3 


| The 5. — 1 ſpeak a very 'corrupt 
dialect of the Cali, adulterated with a 


* The Se. Kildians lay the leather, when ſufficiently 
prepared for that purpole, in the warm infuſion of this 
hark for two nights, and afterwards keep it in the hol 
low. of a rock, which is under water at every full 
ſea, with ſome of this root ene e about it, until it 
is Ry tanned; | 


— 


little 
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ttle mixture of the Nervegian tongue : 
They have many words and cant phraſes, 
quite unintelligible to their neighbours: 


Their manner of pronouncing 1s attend- 


ed with a very remarkable peculiarity: | 


_ Every-man; woman and child has an un- 
corrigible liſping: Not one of them are 
able to give their proper ſounds to the 


liquid letters. This incapatity univerſal 
here and no where elſe, I ſuppoſe, may 


have been origmally owing, perhaps, to a 


vicious affectation of imitating the manner 
in which ſome great man among them, 


either a ſteward or venerable ecclefiaſtic, 
did pronounce. To reſolve this defect or 


impropriety into the conſtruction of their 
organs, the nature of their food, or the 
temper of the climate, three ſuppoſitions 


that have been made, will hardly ſtand the 
teſt of reaſon. We are told ſomewhere, 
that the courtiers about Alexander the Great, 
ſtudied much to wry their necks, in imi- 
tation of their maſter; and we know that 
ſome: — affect to liſp, out of a fond 
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8 conceit that there is a ur | ſweetneſs, : 
or harmonious foftneſs) i ) in ſounds | pro- 
nounced.. ＋́/ ß in oi 


+ * 2 * 3 i + 4 4 af F z * WAS 20 
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Dees tone on 10 TORO T9011 
| is The pow er of muſic. is felt 12 55 where: 
That divine art has charms EnOugh:t0-GoR- 
| dians: are enthuſiaſtically, Gd, we it, 8 
an the vocal or inſtrumental, way; The 
very loweſt: tinklings of the inet. throws 
dancing tc to a bad. 2 588 —— to my fatif- 
faction: Even the old women in the iſle 
| a their part in the great aſſemblies, and 
| the moſt agile dancers are here, as well as 
93 where elle, very great favourites. F 


They delight A: in _—_—_— _ their | 
voices are abundantly tuneful. The Aug | 
men, while cutting down their bar ley in a 
field, or grinding their grain on their hand 
| mills i in the houſe, are almoſt , conſtantly 
employed. in that way; and the men, if 
Pulling at the oar, exert all the ſtrength of 

their 


_- Y * 4 & 
. * J 


„KIL DA: a7 
their 3 in animating the party, by chant» 
ing away ſome ſpirited ſongs adapted to 
the buſineſs in hand. The ſeamen of 
Athens e the n cuſtom. 
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11 will " 3 chat a very ſmall vt 
tion of the poetical ſpirit, if any, has fallen 
to'the ſhare of illiterate men, doomed to 
live in a cold, foggy and barbarous climate, 
into which the arts and ſciences have never 
travelled. The air of Hirta is undoubtedly 
groſs, and it is certain that Apollo and the nine 
ſiſters have never been invoked there; but I 
will venture to affirm, that one may eaſily 
diſcover ſtrong ſparks of fire, and ſome noble 
fl. ghts of fancy, in their otherwiſe homely 

compoſitions. Every region, however cloudy 
or diſtant from the ſun, is capable of pro- 
ducing-a great and original genius. The 
fogs of Bæotia, and the mountains of N 

| Thrace, have given birth to illuſtrious 
poets, while the ſcorching plains of Afrit 
have not furniſhed the world with any cu- 
an of that kind: It will be eaſier to 
}, | 9 


65 118 HS TOR Y or 


trace out tile Muſes in Lapland and Lela 


chan to find either their n d er "works 
under the line. | 700 7 l 1887 


The ſubjects. handled 1 the hands of 


St. Killa, in their odes, ate the beauty and — 
accompliſhments of their favourites among 


the fair ſex, the heroic actions of their 


friends, their dexterity in climbing rocks, | 


their ſuperior {kill in fiſhing, their extra- 
ordinary vigour, ſkill and conſtaney while 
at the oar, beſides the common topics” of 
perſonal en and een merit. 


Vi "© 


./ Could it luppen hate one af a great poe- 


fical genius ſhould for ſome time live in this 


truely romantic place; a place that always 


preſents grand objects and ſtrange landſkips, 


a boundleſs ocean, immenſe precipices, hills 
Unſung, whoſe ſummits are loſt intheelouds, 
a: prodigious variety of birds, and theſe 


beyond the reach of numbers, ſometimes 
a:confuſed heap of monſtrous ſea animals, 
| As all times a molt curious race of in- 


telli 1gent | 


UTE nr one I WW WM 


fountains, equal perhaps to thoſe of Heli» 


con and Ga/talis ; it-is; my opinion that he 


might - _ ys to ap with Ale 
purſue a 74 1e 555 C29 9 20 Cs 
VION nancmptd ye in prot ar rhyme 


All the S. Kildiam, eee 


ſmatterers, are perfectly illiterate. The 
firſt perſon who introduced the uſe of let- 


ters among them, was one Buchan, who 
officiated in the ſtation of a oatechiſt here 


during the reign of Queen Anne. The 


ſame man was afterwards, at the deſire 
of the Society for : propagating Chriſtiar 
Knowledge, ordained a miniſter by the 
Preſbytery of weg and en into Uus | 


ile in x that n. 


By t the dent dobtzibettons of ane 
piouſly diſpoſed perſons in that city, Bu- 


chan had been enabled, before his ordina- 
88 to train up ſome Hirta boys at his 
ſchool: 


sr. KIL DA. ang 


telligent beings, to: ſay nothing of noble 
cataracts, purling ſtreams, and chryſtal 
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220 HISTORY-or 
ſchool: The progreſs made by theſe was, 
I am afraid, conſiderably greater than any 
thing that has been done there during the 
is, the people have an averſion, not eaſily 
to be conquered, for all foreign languages; 


and the reaſon is plain; they have no kind 


of intercourſe with thoſe who ſpeak or un- 
derſtand theſe tongues: The conſequence 
is, that religious conſiderations only can 
prevall with them, to ſubject their children 
to the expenſive drudgery of learning the 
Engliſh; and we all know that conſidera- 
tions of that kind, operate too ſlowly, in 
all places, when oppoſed by temporal ad- 
A N and the ”_ of — _ 


The dandetv 3 in Wend are unfaſhion- 
able enough to poſſeſs the virtue of hoſpi- 
tality in an eminent degree: In ſuch re- 
mote places, the wiſe leſſans of a parſimo- 
nious exactneſs have not hitherto been 
taught with any great ſucceſs: To oblige 
the en to relieve the poor, to enter- 

„Bol tain 


ST. K I l D A. fi 221. 
tain the ſtranger and. weary traveller, nay 
to leave their doors open to every one, 
were heretofore the reigning maxims there. 
The St. Killians retain much of this pri- 
mitive ſpirit; they are remarkably. gene- 
rous and open hearted To me they paid 
more than a juſt deference, in this and 
every other reſpect; and to the crew they 
made many more preſents of eggs and wild 
fowh, than either their taſte or mn 
8 ded. SOLOS VAIGOOTIL þ Wy 1 
off vis 5% vol befigmetriiiih Yuma 10 UL 
-:Inatbeir; own way op; 3 25 
Bilan and mannerly; the women never 
approached us witliout low curtſies; and 
the men never addreſſed the firangers, bar 5 
in terms of the moſt: eue . e 
Hattit 8 % enn 371 etre 1. 
— early, and: thei bmi 
are generally innocent: Impurities faſhion- 
able elſewhere, if committed here at any 
time, Bishever nem with 5 
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No one smong them makes ä jelt of 
. vice; to debauch, or be debauched, is 
e nat called the way of the werld v. 
Here high portioned wives never rule their 
huſbands: Here a cruel ſtep· mother never 
perſecutes her guiltleſs Rep-ſon for the 
ſake of pelf: Here the nuptial tic is always 
_ _ G bett ce 
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1A ha dblive; by besiegte 
moving the inconveniencies of -'a fingle 
life, or pure diſintereſted love, are the 
ruling paſſions in the advances they make 
to matrimony. Shauld a young fellow: be 
 palleſſet f af pade rale, cred, and fol- 
ing rope: be: marries tout any fear or 
ſolicitude, will maintain himſelf, his wife, 
and children, live contentedly on a ſmall 
Plot:of ground, and: payrchig rents _ 
ee eg and featherrs. 

8 36 01965 s: Erne 1h ee 91 
— not RR om here: 
But the Sr. Kikd#2r5” could be fecbi aciled 
2807237 *' Tacit, de mor. Gan. 235347 
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without any difficuley to ſpirituous liq lors. 
They have à moſt violent paſſton fer to- 
bacco; a hranch of lunuey, of Which the 
total Want of chat commodity ean only” 
cure them: They Buy an. antuab ſtore f 
this favourite plant frem the Reward; 
which; in ſpite of a very Miotig/appetite? 
they muſt take cars t marrage With the 
exacteſt œconomy, as it i641peMble to 
procure a ne ſupply, till the market of 
another year returns with him. For this 
univerſally bewitching article, and for ſome 
other goods indiſpenſibly neceſſary, ſalt, 
iron, and timber particularly, they barter 
away their cows, ſheep, grain and fea- 


Their riches conſiſt in theſe commodi- 
ties: They have frequently heard of gold, 
without thirſting for it: they have not 
touched coin of any kind, I believe, before 
this age: they are now perhaps poſſeſſed 
of a ſcore of ſhillings and ſome braſs pence, 
or thanwill Pay = the debt of their whole 

ſtate, i 


2 HIS T ORT. or | 
ſtate. Tacitus was at a loſs to determine, 
whether the Gods who denied ſilver and 
gold to the Germans, were propitious to 
them or angry: Had he been at Hirta, 1 
am apt to believe, his ſcepticiſm with re- 
gard to that point, would have been ſoon 
cured. The people there have ſearce Any; 
wants, and —— ſearce any defirgs: 

miar king 
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es SIA P. XIII. 1 
os the . of. Religion at St. Kitts? «bf 


* Banks ferent þ eri . ns 

Ne che Nie Park, of chi La 16405 
endeavoufed to Mew, chat Chriſtianity 
e introduced into this. iſle by ſome orie 
'of thoſe primitive teachers, who in this 
"county and in Feltnd, wete called” Kili- 
1 or the ſer vants of God. lf one con. 


* that be of convertin 1g, by which 


W life at the fame ts "noting 1 
"Wore probable.” e e e 


OT RL. 07% ti S Ning ein nen OF 


i is in petite te ddr by who 
che "Uittle 100 fabrics, dedicated” to Chrift, 
L 2 " Cotumiba, Hd" Bfudan, in the language 
ö of that place called temples, were erected: 
; * we haue reaſon to believe, that they 
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75 occaſionally viſit Se. Kilda. That not one 
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were built before genuine Popery came to 
its full mai in this Kian ag 


"Afier the axieliaftics of the a com- 
munion, . had extended. their. Power:, 
uſurpations to the remote parts of Scotland, 
it is probable that ſome few of them did 


of that order bad his conſtant reſidenke 


5 khere bor ſome time before the reformation 


Was carried. into, the north-weſt iſlands, ag- 


2 Pears from a paſſage In. Buchanan, on whoſe 
tteſtimony, in a matter of this kind, any one 
may ſafely depend: cc The inhabitants 9 of 


Hirta, ſays he, are totally unacquainted-y with 
all arts, and more eſpecially. with reli 


: 415 proꝶ prietgr of the. illand, a fter r. the 


ummer ſolſtice ſends thither his procurg 


tor, and in his company a prieſt, who is to 


baptize, the children born in the precelin 8 


Pear: But in the abſence. ,of ': A prieſt, on 
that 8 every one n his o.n 


ee A 


14 E 1 Jos 
15 2 18 . $4 2 Baut ws 1 32513 10 


„ oF 8 1 * * »Þ 4% , 
* * 
4 4 
£ . 8 ; ; 
0 * 


* . 2 
* 


„re 5 115 $i 222 
"th this ſtate, matters continued for about 
an Hundred years. longer: T 
wanted teachers regularly ord afned all that 
time, That forme deſi igning ayaricious men 


£4. 5 


exerciſed the more eaſy parts of the ſacer- 
dotal function i in that interval, one at leal iſt 
bf. that character, appears from a merry 
ſtory, which the. ludicrous defifion at 3 2 


e has tranſmitted ta potty... 5 - 
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8555 This See was is called e 0 ol. 1 7 5 
ald, the father of that Colonel | Alexander 
M Donald, ho was ſent, into Seotland by 
the Marquis of Aurrim, at the, head of a a 
bay & il ul ſoldiers, 1 in the 771 5 of ae 
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This gentleman dag made. | imfelf ob- 


2441 


noxious to the laws fled'to K. 5 22 1 


An n impoſtor: there chimin 8 a righ: 


tithes or fome rel igious perquit ites, . 1 
| of the Pope. 0 to 1 the tax, and 
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72 chat he 1 was abſolutely unqualified 


or the prieſtly office, Their great obje ec- 


tion was, that this ghoſtly father was not 


able f to 0 repeat the Pater-No Mer. The pre e- 
tended teacher had a faction to ſupport his 
cauſe, at length the two contending parties, 
after 1 many hot altercations, ſubmitted the 
matter in diſpute to the more learned ſtrau⸗ 
ger. Mr. M. Donald, either attached to the 
new doctor of divinity, or willing to divert 
himſelf and others with a witty conceit, de- 
clared tc to the Whole alſembly, with a very | ſe⸗ | 
rious air, that In the whole 80 ourſe of his life 

and reading, he Bad not Ren 4 lere men 


FRE 


; being g unadyuainted with the Lords, prayer, 
The party: in the g f n were either ſa- 


tisfied or filenced, and the "intruder began 
5 ad to] Tevy 3 3 O u 
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About ty years after 'the reign « of this 
almoſt harmle $ ulurper, 2 perſon « of much 
greater abilities, and, Ly of more dangerous 


ES views, 
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views, ſcorning to be. confined- within 
the- mediocrity of eaſy enough circum- 
ſtances, formed the bold deſign of raiſing 
a little ſpiritual empire here. This man, 
though perfectly illiterate, had penetration 
enough to ſee, that an implicite belief of 
every thing taught by an ambitious eccle- 
ſiaſtic, is an excellent foundation for the 
great ſuperſtructure of a blind ſubmiſſion 
on the one part, and an abſolute power in 
every thing on the other. The name of 
this impoſtor was Rogeric, who for the 
vaſtneſs of his ambition or the large 
ſize of his body, was by his country 
men dignified with the 8 e of _ 
an 


lee in his a of the 3 | 
iſlands, has given us a ſhort hiſtory of this 
ſtrange man. To ſave my reader the trou- 
ble of having recourſe to a book now rarely 
found, and to give at the ſame time a con- 
ten ſtate of the progreſs of religion or 


3 ſoper- > 
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ſiuperſtit ion at e. Ella, through different 
all take" the liberty to give a 
; lern review, 888 this ſame eee 
mans s ie and. een Ac $f 
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25 The impoſtor was a Wache . Hirta, 
and though born in this land of darkneſs 
and ſimplicity, had a vaſt ſhare of ſagacity 
and cunning. Ambition was his leading 
principle, and Luſt his ſecondary paſſion, 
Avarice was another ſtrong e in 
| the 8 8 0. his mind. 

Ele he 8 Gepa to n 
chat his countrymen were an ignorant, 
ſilly, injudicious rabble, and withal very 
deſirous of having a ſpiritual father among 
them. Conſcious of his own ſuperior abi- 
lities; and ready to embrace an opportu- 
nity ſo favourable to his extravagant no- 
tions of greatneſs, he laid the deſign of en- 
| Caving the whole community to which he 
8 1 and of rendering himſelf the 

| Lord 
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Lord of their conſciences, freedom, and 
fortunes. To carry this great ſcheme into 


execution, he had too much ſenſe not 


to ſee; that it was neceſſary for him to. 


aſſume the character of an Ambaſſador | 


from Heaven. The legiſlators of antient 
times, Zorvaſter and Zamolxis, Pythagoras, 


I * aleucus, Minos, Nhadamantbus, Romulus, 


Numa, Thor and Modin, ſupported their 


claims to power, and eſtabliſhed their 
laws by the help of thoſe divine revela- 


tions to which they pretended. * All theſe 


men made religion the great engine of their 
policy: : They ſaw clearly that government 


muſt ſoon be unhinged, ina country where 


downright irreligion prevails. Without a 


conſtant train of miracles, or the general 


: belief of a providence and a future ſtate of 


retribution, it 15 impoſſible that great ſo- 


cieties can flouriſh or ſtand for any long 
time, and this is a demonſtration, that re- 
ligion though much abuſed, and very often 
perverted, muſt have come originally from 
the father of mankind, the founder of ſocie- 
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ties, the author of oi der, of. government, 


and every thing. that i is conducive. to the 


happineſs: of. individuals, or collectiye bodies 
of men. If any c one ſhould . teach a CON: 
trary doctrine, we ſhould wiſh him no 
heavier puniſhment than to live for a lon g 


courſe of years in a ſociety of Atheiſts, or or 


men who are under 1 no obligation to 5 


tice the virtues of Social life. . 


The 1 8 of Ss. Kilda, was an ab; 


Jute ſtrang ger to all the legiſlators of antient 
nations. But his own unconfined and ſelf 
taught genius ſuggeſted to him, that he 


could not poſſibly rule the kingdom of 


Hirta, a great kingdom in his eye, with- 
out the forgery of a divine commiſſion. 
4 Full of his grand project, and poſſeſſi ng 
an imagination fertile in expedients, he 
affected for ſome time to be much out of 
conceit with the world, and to be fond 


pf retirement, ſpiritual exerciſes, and a 


' contemplative life. After he had thus pre- 
5 Pared n himſelf for the part be had ta act, 


6 1 55 he 
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he at laſt eta on the ſtage. At firſt 
he whiſpered in corners, and with a ſeem- 
ing reluctancy, that he had ſeen John the 
Baptiſt face to face, and had heard his 
heard with attention and a pious awe, 
he took the liberty to make the ſame de- 
clarations in public, with an undaunted 
impudence, and in a very ſolemn man- 

OY 
| | This was not 1 kor his — ; 
a therefore he took care to give them 
repeated aſſurances afterwards. Aſſurances 
ſupported by ſtrong aſſeverations, and con- 


firmed by the ſtrictneſs of a very auſters _ 


life, that this great ſaint or demigod, who 
had, the keys of the kingdom of Heaven, 
Earth and Hell in his right hand, con- 
verſed familiarly with him his choſen ſer- 
vant every other day: Nay, that he gave 


him an unlimitted authority to do what 


he pleaſed in Sr. Killa, while acting agree- 
ably to his directions, and that all thoſe 
Fo i who 
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who ſnould preſume to diſpute againſt his 
miſſion, counteract his laws, or violate his 
ſacred perſon, would incur eternal dam- 
nation in a future world, and be overtaken 
* ſorke _— en in __ IG 


-Haviig eſtabliſhed bir e in ſome 
degree, by the ſtrength of impudence and 
the help of ſome holy tricks, he began at 
laſt to harangue in public: : His lectures 
flowing eaſily from the copious ſource of a 
ſtrong natural eloquence, were heard with 
the devoteſt attention, and believed impli- 
citly- With the aſſiſtance of auricular 
Confeſſion, an artiele of faith and practice 
highly important to every ſpiritual tyrant, 
he was ſoon in the ſecret of every domeſtic 
tranſaction in the iſland, an advantage 
png rendered him oy” formidable. 


n women were ſoon 1 to be at 
mis devetien! : If any one of them, whoſe 
| underſtanding or conſcience” he had not 
10 able to debauch, WO rejefted his 


ad- 
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nd he immediately menen a 
criminal proſecution againſt her in name of 


his maſter. The Baptiſt had it ſeems told 


him, that this rebellious woman had com- 
mitted ſome flagitious action. To convince 


the public of her guilt, he laid his com- 
mands on her, in the moſt abſolute man- 
ner, to walk over a beach made up of looſe 


round ſtones. If a ſingle ſtone was re- 


moved out of its place, or rattled againſt 


another, the accuſed perſon was declared 
guilty by his Inquiſitor, and delivered over 
to his own ſecular arm. The puniſhment 
inflicted on the unhappy criminal, was a 
_ complication of infamy, pain, and danger, 


ſhe was to ſtand naked under a high cata- 
ract, and a mighty torrent of water, which 
had been dammed up for ſome time, for 

that very purpoſe, was upon a fignal 5 


given, let looſe por her * en vio- 
en ; | 


D 


mg 
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fi To walk over a long beach of ſtones, 
| looſe, round, and not large, without mov- 


a6: 'H 18 1 0 KY . 


ing one df them, would have been mani. 3 
feſtly"a"greater miracle than with Queen 
"abs to tread nine glowing plow-ſhares 
unhurt, or to go with the Hirpini of lay 


through a burning heap of timber. Varro 
obſerves, that theſe Hirpini had a medici- 


nal preparation which ſaved their feet 5 
from the Power of the flames and live 
coals; and it is more than probable, that 


Queen Emma uſed preſervatives of the ſame 


natute at her ordeal trial, if that part of 


her hiſtory be true: But the unhappy wo- 


man of 8. Kills had not the > ſmalleſt | 


ene oe: pang: FE t- 


„„ + + 


The Parte of Hirta; were Rapid ond) 


like many great nations, to ſwallow down 


every thing that was offered to them, how« 


der abſurd, by a teacher ſent them from 
God. The holy villain declared to them, 


that the Baptiſi had conſecrated for his 


own ule a ſpot of ground, which his choſen 


ſervant called John's Hilo. If any beaſt 
: was ee _— to touch that hal- 
3 lowed 


- 
Sowa a 8 


Fo SR 
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lowed ground, though very All fenced, it 
was immediately killed, and by mach the 
greateſt part of the victim belonged to the 


0 Prieſt, who had converſed * very frequently 


with the gaint on that little-hill; One of 


_ me preſent inhabitants told me; that his 
father after havin; 8 unfortunately diſobliged 


the impoſtor, Whofe ſovereign Will Was 


the only law of the land, thought it pru- 
dent to give him a ſheep by way « of peace- 


offering, begging at the fame time! that he 
would interceed for him with the Bapliſt. 


The oblation was ſent into the prophet's 
| houſe, but was rejected with ſcorn, indig- 


Hation and ſtrong menaces, becauſe of a 


blem. A cat had unluckily run away 
with « one of its "kidneys, and the finner-in 


order to obtain a plenary remiſſion} gave a 


new victim of the fame TORE next 2 112 


1251 


In this way did an impure, avaricious, 


inſdleht man, continue to debauch | toe 
obſcquious part of the women, 


Puniſn thoſe who. were virtuous—and 


to 
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238 HISTORY or | 
to lord it over the men in their con- 
| ſciences, rights and liberties for fix whole 

years: I have already remarked, that pri- 

vate confeſſion was his great engine of 
policy and one may add uncleanneſs; All 
that were initiated i into his myſteries, Were 
taught, like the votaries of the 


4 : Ceres, to conceal every A uns the 


4 pain of Hell re. 


The deluded 2 had ſuch a brafornd 
20 3 for this little Z Mabomet, that the 
ſecret would have never tranſpired without 
an accident. Some of the ſteward's ſervants 
found this mighty Demagogue and his i in- 
fatuated diſeiples, aſſembled together under 
_  {ilence of night. The Steward was at great 


|. pains to find out the meaning of this -BQG- 


turnal conventicle. The 00 impoſiyes 
was at laſt diſcovered. | | 
MI, Mr, ae Gampel, the miniſter of 5. 

Mr. Martin, the frequently qu oted author 
of the deſcription, an the ſteward, had no 
ſm all 


9 
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mall diffculty in perſuading Roderio to 
leave St. Kilda. He had been frequently 
told, that the proprietor of the inland had 
a ſtrong, curioſity to ſee him, and Vas de- 


termin gd. to promote him to places OX f hon 
our. and profit. His vanity was! flattered, 


as the gentlemen apprehended, that the &. 
Kildzgns might aſſemble tumultuouſly about 
them; and the falſe prophet had been 
aſſured, that the fame of his ſanctity, elo- 
quence, and extraordinary illumination, had 
ſpread far and near: But he was too ſharp 
Aighted,not to. fee: ef ne NSbagr yigw 

70 vii 581 fi! If 4420 Tio) 
. Alter a long firnguſe he gaye.hisconſent 
At laſt, was, aw. to Dunvegan, caſtle, 
1 confeſſed all his crimes, and made a pub- 
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Lk xecantation. before the preſbytry of Shy, 
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eich The. unhappy man went N N 4 


courſe of pennance in that iſland, travelling 
about from N to , pariſh Ike a con- 
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HISTORY or 
denined-n malefactor, and declaring every 

where before the ſeveral congregations, that 

he had acted the part of a conſummate vil 

lain, with all the outward marks of an in- 

cternal contrition: All this A in 18 

reign'of King Willi.” pi 


6 F n ** 7 IN A Fi - 1 2 * 
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7 The dender of this Poder is to this 
day deteſted at Sr. Nlla, and his name 
-Joaded' with imprecations.- His poſterity 
are now no more than two women, and 
theſe greatly abhorred“ One of then D 
very ſcandalous and w. icked perſon, was 
the laſt pretender here to the faculty of 
being ſecond ighted::®'This'unworthy wo- 
man inherits her gfandkabker. 8 cunhing, ain 
"bitiori, avarice and-leWineſs, in a very high | 
degree; Ttock an Oppo tünity of 'conver- 
fing with her, and enquiring concerning 
her ſecond ſight, ſhe with her wonted in- 
"ſincerity diſclaimed all pretenſions- to this 
gift, though” formerly =—_ _— 10 5 
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Im the year 1704 Buck 21, the ſame that 


has been mentioned if ie ormer chapter, 


was ſent into this iſland to inſtruct the : 
poor people, who had been too long abuſed, 
and afterwards too much neglected. , This 


man, after a very warm recommendation 
by the general aſſembly of our national 
church, was greatly encouraged by that 


excellent gentleman, who poſſeſſed the - 


eſtate of his family at that time, Roderic 
McLeod of M. Leod. 


After F had been 3 the 


Society, who before their public fund had 


riſen to any conſiderable ſum, had contri- 


buted for him out of their own private 
purſes, ſettled a ſalary upon him in the 
year 1710. This miſſionary was diligent 
enough, and poſſeſſed? a much greater 
' ſhare of zeal than his two inimediate ſuc- 


ceſſors. The preſet incumbent, the fourth 


proteſtant miniſter of Sr. Kilda, is a man 


of ſenſe, virtue and piety: But the preca- 
rious ſtate of bis health, diſables him from 


* doing 
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i | Fr 
| doing all the ſervice he would intling and 


: | Pain employed by a ſucceſſion of miniſters, 


HI ber or 


abloluly arge for that baden. e e 


m dbe year eg, Mr Actander Ard 


* 


à gentleman, who, to ſay nothing of thofe 


qualities which rendered him a cofſider- 


able perſon in his own profeſſion, being 4 
eouncellor at law, poſſeſſed in an eminent 
degree a virtue higlily praiſe-worthy, 
0 though far from being a faſhionable one, 
5 the love of mankind in their moſt impor- 
tant concerns, mortified an annual ſum of 


300 merks Scots, for the benefit of all 
thoſe who ſhould iti ſucceeding ages pub- 


iſh the tidings of ſalvation at Hira. This 
ſam, together with another mortification 
bf 400 merks Scots, deſtined by that gen- 
tleman for pious uſes, is under the ma- 
nagement of the Society for propagating 
Chriſtian Knowledge. $45: bf 


. will fully be died, titer WY the 


whom 


«847 K DA 043 - 
uhoin the world may probably rarik in the 
loweſt clals of public teachers, that the $2.- 
 Kildians can have the exacteſt notions of 
the Chriſtian inſtitution; I muſt confeſ 
that their apprehenſions of the divine na- 
ture and perfections, are in ſome inſtances - 
groſs enough, though infivitely leſs ſo, 
man thoſe of many antient and 1 

odert Cr ee e 20 16487 
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The belief of u deſtiny]: of kn ee | 
able reliſtleſs ny is one 1 the; en 


| ſane” 8 after Ke oi theſe 
- terms, I have aſked ſome .of the _ people 
"there, whether i it was in their power to do 
Wot and evil. The anſwer m ade by thoſe 
who were ' unacquainted with the ſyſtema- 
tical doctrines of divinity, Was, that the 
queſtion was a very childiſh one; as every 


721 * R 2 : man 


CE: * 
— oF 
£ R 


nn _ 
5 n 8 7 
i 
* » 
1 be l 
4 l 
+ iy 
* * IN 
4 * . 
1 
* 5 
; * TIE 
— * 
; = N 
7 » 4 
. 2x9 
k * 
2 : 
4 : 
> 
by 
* p 
. . | fir 
2 ? 
T7. 1 
. 1 
1 14 
1 
— 5 7 q 
| 15 1 
11 
; be 6 
1 TT 
'A v g i 
_ RY 
6 { 
r I 
ow * 4 1 
— 18 
1 42 
1 
1 25 
: T1 
* s if 
_— 
A 194 
7 UTE 
J 
.. 1 1 
ALS 
4 3f « b 
e 1 Pa 5 
4 + & 
1 * 
ane 
«av 
o - . F * 
# . 
2 4 *15, 
a 9 747 
11 o F 
2 3.8 
1 
„ 2 
. AE 7 
: o - 
4 * 4 
_ FH 
7 1 
= i. 3 
Rs 30 
1 * 
: i 5 2: 
i . 
1 
1 4 
ul 1 1 13 
1 ity 
EI 
\ 7 
3”. - 
$38 '% 
5: J 1 
. | 1 
20 1 7 + 
4+ +; 4; 
5 n 
. J 
4M 3 1 
f \. ; 
4 "10 
= 
* 4 
4 : . | 1 
7k 7 
6887 
17 1 
18 
«138 A * 
* bd 4 4 
LES N 84 
ee 
f AY 
FRESH 
vw F 
„ - [ >, 1 
—_— ; +/+, 
Whit. q 
ATR 
viſt 
f 1 
” 34k BJ 
4146.7 8 
: 110 7.4.41 
, 8,57 
e 
J en, 
ien 
0 
A | 41 
t 
ThE : 
; * 2 48 } HAY 
a2 Nee. 
g W411 
| HYRTIEE 
: ; 7 
bh ET 
> 15 4p 
744} 
ae 
— ; 
7 1 
2 hd: 1 A; 
3 $177 FE 
HATS 
. 55x 
__ HS, 
— "+ be Fl 
” . 16155 1485 
* ro LE 
; mY \ 
- © ' 
39 4 
"007+ [2 
2 an 
, " 4 ; 
3 Na 
i 
2 7 3 . p 
{G8 
4 
401 284 
_ ER 
1 : 
{188 
5 
1. 
$098 
1 318 
1 7 
” N 
3 
47 q 
i 19 
1 
Re 
a 
1 
1 * Mo 1 1 
— 
þ 
N 
j 
: 


PP y e F 
— n renn I ens.” wa — — 


# 


1 


24 7 HISTORY. or 


man alive muſt be conſcious, that he bim- 
ſelf is a free agent: But how a principle 
of free agency, and abſolute fate, abſolute 
predeſtination, abſolute preſeience, and 2 
particular providence, extending to the hu- 
man will, may be reconciled, is a metaphy- 
ſical queſtion, on which no one has ever 
yet beſtowed any ſerious reflections among 
the laity of Hirta: And here, for ought J 
can ſee, theſe poor illiterate men act more 
Wiſely, and perhaps more philoſophicallyß 
and religiouſly,, than they, Who en va 
ay of icon nods! 10-2512; 

f er * d 
| 10 thought more elevate, will, reaſon lien 
Of Providence, fore-knowledge,.. will and fare, N 


* 
A 


s Fixt fate, free-will, fore-knowledge Slnte..; 


And find no, jcnd, in in wandring 1 mages es loſt. 

- The 8. Killen are e devouth 3. 1 attend 
divine worſhip very regularly, and ſtrictly 
obſerve the Lord's s day. Their morals are, 
and muſt be purer, than thoſe of great 4 


* Parad. Loſt, book ll. . Ws & o. 
| opulent 
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opulent FR however much Rd. 
Some of them are rather free of vices than 
poſſeſſed of virtues: diſſimulation, or a low 
ſort of cunning, and a trick of lying, are 
their predominant faults: The temptation 
to _ little mean vices is only ee 


05 I e info that every FIR 
man pays a certain heavy tax, in propor- 
tion to the ſtock of various kinds he poſ- 
ſeſſes; z his intereſt inclines him daily to 
diſſemble in this article, and a practice 
of =_ ſoon becomes e. and habi- 


20 tos able writer is oben in 1 
| political ſtem, that virtue flouriſhes beſt 
in Republicks, or what is much the ſame, 
in a land of liberty: But of all the vices 
that grow up under deſpotiſm, lies and 
s hypocriſy are perhaps the moſt prevalent. - 
ome will always produce an abject mean · 
neſs of ſoul, the never- failing ſourca of in 
8 — | e 
R3 1 
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+ Ifithivoblervation bejoſt, the inhabitants z 
Sr Lire 6ught"to have a large ſhare of 
_ theſe" unmany vices. - Undoubtedly they 
were. kept in a ſlaviſh dependance. The 
doetrine of paſſive '6bedience, they under- 
ſtand better than thoſe who are ſo fond of 
it in theory, and at the ex pence of others; 
tiotigh'to the divine right, upon which the 
ee mien * the onen, of e tap 


'% 
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1 


ppreſs them; both his father and he have 


relieved them from many grievous taxes; 


put ſhould their ſucceſſors incline to renew 
hem, tlie people can have no redreſs, chey 5 
en habe he accefs to courts" of Juſtice, 
Fb be wn habe it in their power ta 
öppteſs them, are their ſupreme and only 


judges; and though it be true enough, 
that their governors are neither better nor 
Worſe fan higher potentates; it is equally 
. that Een n uuthority Will in 
5 | Leline 
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5 Whether 8t. Kilda Ws *. proper r fo N A 


\ROM the METEOR 1 above of 
the vaſt multitudes of fea fowls that 
| ſeek their food on this coaſt, we may very 
juſtly conclude, that there muſt be inex- 
hauſtible ſtores of fiſh there, Let us for 
. moment confine our attention to the : 
- conſumption made by a ſingle ſpecies of 

fowls. The Solan-Gooſe is almoſt inſati- 
ably voracious; he flies with great force 
and velocity, toils all day, with very little 
intermiſſion, and digeſts his fogd in a very 
ſhort time; he diſdains to eat any thing 


vVorſe than herring or mackerel, unleſs it 


be in a very hungry place, which he takes 


1 Fare to avoid or abandon. We ſhall take 


it for granted, that there is an hundred 
thouſand s of that kind around the ir 
oft 


- 
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of Hirta, and this calculation is by far too 


moderate, as no leſs than twenty thouſand 
of this kind are deſtroyed every year, in- 
cluding the young ones. We ſhall ſuppoſe, 
at the ſame time, that the Solan-Geeſe ſo- 

journ in theſe ſeas for about ſeven months 
of the year, that each of them deſtroys five 


5 herrings in a day, a ſubſiſtance infinitely 


poor for ſo greedy a creature, unleis it were 


more than half ſupported at the expence 1 
of other fiſnes. Here we have one hundred 


thouſand millions of the fineſt fiſh in the 


world devoured annually by a Aer _ 


; en the mh Kilda ſea fowls. 


1 1 in hs: next radon it bs: nba : 
i mat much the greateſt part of the _ 


(tribes have much the ſame appetite for 


herring, and purſue it from place to place, : 3 


in the ſeveral migrations it makes from one 
ſea to another, the conſumption muſt be 


prodigiouſly great. Taking theſe into the 


© gecoynt, and allowing them the ſame quan- 


i 


THAN: 
LORE 
199 1 


" gp RIS O KY. or : 
| Foal, and of the ſame kind, by rea- 


ſon of their vaſt ſuperiority in point of 
numbers, theugh their ſtomachs are con- 
iderably weaker; we ſee there are no leſs. 
than two hundred | thouſand millions f 

herrings ſwallowed up. every year by the 
birtis of a very ſmall <iftrict | of rocks, 
which e eee eee geen 


1 


* 


d al * i of ahi 2 account 
be ſuſtained, articles Which qeem to be no 
leſs juſt:than plain, and ſhould our curio- 
ſity lead us into a ne calculation, allowing 
between ſix and ſeven hundred to every 
borrel. and enough in all :reaſon; it is 
_ evident, chat more than: three hundred and = 
thirty thouſand barrels are annually. car- 
ried away by ſuch creatures of little uſe to 
i af-ih.ir wol indo — — of 

8 -.. God's 


| dere hang de 
right to to it. * 


* 


er Would have a vw. 


portunity of difplaying his parts, and of 
amuſing himfelf with the theory of a 
ſcheme, which in his imagination will 
ſoon or late do his country a very eſſential 


4 3 
* 4 


ce; though perhaps never to be carried 
into execution. In the ſeas about Sr. K/da, 


and the other weſtern iſlands, a perſon of 
ſuch a fertile genius, and publick-ſpirited | 


turn of mind, will readily diſcover mines 
of ſllver and gold, Ticher, in his | far 1 
L ec of FO and Brafil. 


- 


* ealtitibt; for my e by inſeaſ we, 


"it there are no more than a few perſons, ; i 


of a a deep and correct underſtanding, who 
have a right to offer their advice to the 
publick, however Teady the ſhalloweſt pro- 
jectors are to do ſo; and every one knows, 
that a fiſhery ſcheme encouraged by the 


Britiſd parliament, in another latitude, 
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goes on but heavily. I ſhall therefore fay. 
no more than what is indiſputably true, 


that the weſtern iſlands are moſt- advan- 
tageouſly . ſituated. for a trade of this 


kind; and that the ſeas, with which they 
are ſurrounded, teem with immenſe. BH: 
Seien and eee varieties of fiſn. 


a How bn this mo 988 of 0 


may deſerve the ſerious attention of a com- 


mercial people; whether theſe intruſted 
with the adminiſtration of affairs ſhould, 
in peaceable times, regard an object in, ap- 


pearance ſo very intereſting, theſe only 


who have juſt and extenſive views of trade, 
have a right to determine. In the mean 
While it cannot be thought an unpardon- 


able preſumption in a man to affirm, that 
the firſt Monarch of Great Britain never 


: gave ſuch a clear demonſtration of his ſkil! 


in Hing · Craft, as in his attempt to pro- 
ſecute this important buſineſs; and to in- 
troduce the ſpirit of induſtry in thoſe re- 


wote parts, which nature has pointed out, 


9 
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as the places peculiarly deſtined _e 15 le 
this 3 of commerce. fed 


x Had —— eee * hou vigd⸗ 
i mn purſued, the profits ariſing from it, 
profits never to be exhauſted, and very ſel- 
dom precarious, muſt have very probably 
given Scotland, had it continued a ſeparate | 
kingdom, ſome conſiderable weight in the 
pojitial | balance of ernte. 1 ob 


LY a & & "re ” A 


N 0 one es of. the "ot N nor 
perhaps of the new, has been ſo richly fur- 
niſhed with theſe treaſures, which may be 
fiſhed. up out. of the ſea, as this. country. 
Our more induſtrious neighbours and ri- 
vais, have long ago diſcovered the im- 
menſe value of this extr aordinar 77 bleſſing, 
and have wiſely r it to their own 


mee ; 


«4 4 11 
83 - I4,3 
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'To als gn the — ET ee 1 

to hindred the execution of this great and 

falutary ſcheme, which King James had 
. . = 


$54 HISTORY: os 
the hongur of forming, is no pul; ef m 
province. I ſhalt only obſerve, that ew 
cares engroſſed this Monarch's attention, 
after his acceſſionto the throne of England; ; 
and that his deſign had been in 'a great 
meaſure fruſtrated, before he left his na- 
tive country, by the wicked intrigues of 
ſome powerful ſelf-intereſted men. But after 
all, the experiment made by that King in 
the Zewrs, though feebly proſecuted by the 
Sovereign, cunningly traverſed by a great 
- highland family, and frequently interrupts . 


ed by the natives, has produced very good 


effects. There is hardly any large tract 
of land equal i in point of ſterility to that 
part of the Lewis, where this fiſhery * was 
no more than half eſtabliſhed: But ſuch 
are the profits arifing from this braneh of 
buſineſs, and ſo great the benefits ariſing 
from a ſpirit of induſtry; a ſpirit raiſed 
here by a colony of fr ugal and unweariedly 
active men ſent from Effe; that the people 
of Stornoway, a very {mall village in that 
Kltrict, have, in ſpite of manifold diſad- 
| 3 vantages, 


155 
vantages, found out the ſecret of com- 
manding more trading veſſels, and conſe- 
quently more money, than all their neigh» 
bours put together. The farmers here pay 
their rents by a very little attention to the 
fiſhing, after the buſineſs of the ſpring is 
over, and before the buſineſs of the harveſt 
comes on. The preſent proprietor ſeems 
to be in the humour of encouraging: failors 
and others to ſettle” here, and of forming 
ſchemes, which will probably carry this 
branch of buſineſs to ſome perfection. The 
latter attempts made in the [fiſhing trade, 
abdut the weſtern iſlands, though ſupported | 
by encouragements not inconſiderable, have 
| been but faintly, and perhaps improperly 
purſued, and for that ane: 1 have 
men become ———— 18 htte 
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8 Ihe ie to id the 5 of ehis 
illand can have acceſs with their angling 
rods, are only two, and theſe abundantly 
frightful to any other race of mortals. On 


each of them are ten ſitting places, ſo they 
6 | call 


256 "HISTORY. „ 
call the craigy declivities, where they plant 


themſelves while at the fiſhing; and on 
every one of theſe, two men make a ſhift 


to ſtand or ſit. There they catch a variety 


of excellent fiſhes, cod, ling, mackerel, tur- 


bot, pollocks, perches, lithes, and ſome 


other kinds. The currents around the 


iſland are very ſtrong, and I have already 
obſerved, that there is no harbour about 
the coaſt, unleſs one give that name to the 


bay, ſo that if fiſhermen ſhould be ſoon or 


late employed here, their buſſes ſhould be 
able to ſtand the ſea in all weathers, 1 
mean from the latter end of March, till 
about the beginning of September. There 
can be no impropriety in making another 
remark here. In ſome of the other weſtern 


iſlands are many bays and harbours, equal 


perhaps to any in Europe. The buſſes, as 
ſoon as reduced to the neceſſity of quitting 


 - the ſeas around Hirta, might eaſily ſecure 


4 


themſelves in theſe, and lie there, if un- 
| ſucceſsful, till the herring ſhould caſt up 
in ſome other place upon the weſtern coaſt : 


Tor 
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Nor is there any great cauſe to ect 
that they will, after making ſuch expenſive 
trials, meet with diſappointment more fre- 
quently than ſhips otherwiſe employed in 
more precarious branches of trade. Some 
of the more northern Ezbudes will almoſt 
infallibly furniſh vaſt ſhoals of herring 
every year; and at this very time, while 1 
write this, any perſon may purchaſe in 
the iſland of Sy, as many of that kind as 
will be enough for filling up a barrel, for 
leſs than one ſhilling. Nor is this almoſt 
incredible ' plenty of them unprecedented: 
The ain bas n. 2 the dang: laſt 
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5 CHAP. XIV. 1 
of the fi z hben, 40 Hint, 11 rows 


LG n D the moſt badet tw 
O thinking perſon in S7. Kilda be aſked, 
How his little country was 3 for 10 
Arſt* time, it would be impoſſible for h 
to! 4. 66g a more irrational Abcbunt of ry 
matter, than ſome of the wiſeſt and moſt 
Muſtrious nations of antiquity, have given 
of their own origin. It was an dld opinion, 
almoſt univerſally received among the vul- 
gar, and patronized by ſome very ſhrewd 
Philoſophers, that in the beginning of the 
world, men were, by ſome ſtrange prolific 
virtue, produced out of the ground like 
plants: For this reaſon the ancients gene- 
rally called themſelves the ſons of the earth. 
The Athenians, though beyond compariſon 
the moſt learned people of all Greece, _ 
44A = = Nuke 


8. RK L'D Ai "gx 
the great improvers of arts and ſciences, 
had the weakneſs to aſſume the name f 

| Autochthones, a name in their conceit Hof- 
-ourable, though in truth ignominious and 
abſurd; a name which ſigniſies, that their 

| anceſtois” ſpring after” de manner de 

muſhrooms; out of poets IE ſoil Whit ch 5 
f „ e nyc Sogn Viacom, 


or k.. 1 1 * e £15 8 fi. 232 x. EAT I 
©. "Ceſar Gems ito {Han Village! that thoſe 


who inhabitet the interior parts of Bi- 
tain, had no original connection witli any 

1 nation upon the Ct of Rurope, 
and muſt have conſequently been produced 
there. Were it poſſible toradopt a notion 

ſo inconſiſtent with the principles of found 
philoſophy, no leſs than-with the diftates | 
of true religion, the . Kildions, have 
perhaps thel beſt right. of A¹ PEI in 
the untverſe, to an original ſo-'ronifiiitic, 
Bas What nan in his ferifes, veonld think: of 
leaving Africa, Alu, ot nah, alid after 

& — himſelf 3 ter- 
To | | 8 * 2 rible 6 
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PRO 


*,-rible. unknown ſea, take it into his head - 


4 to ſettle in Germany, a region where the 
ee makes ſo diſmal an appearance, 

chere the climate is unfavourable, where 

ec ee the arts of agriculture will not ſuffici- 

c ently reward: or indemnify the huſband- 

1 man's toil, and where every thing muſt 

wg be diſagreeable to the eye, unleſs it hap- 

pen to be one's own country.“ This is 

-the- great Moy ona Winks: which: Tacitus 
attempts to prove the firft 
of Germany were a0 or e proper 

growth of that ſame land. Let the author's 

words undergo a ſmall alteration, and the 
_ fame argument will conclude, with ſome 
greater appearance of reaſon; that the firſt 
races of the St. Kilda people muſt have been 
Autocbthones, Aborigines, Indigenæ, or the 
ft natural growth of Hirta. If one chuſes to 

deny, that God made of one-blood, all the na- 
* #ions. of men to inhabit the face uf the earth, 
2c vill be natural enough for him to adopt 
A wy" es. e know, 122 norribe 
ldi: £ 0 


Sr. K 1LD A. un agg 
of" men have become more egregio if 


fooliſh, than thoſe who a them- 
een eee 1 1 
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| But to diſmiſs this bas ci of. L 
poets, philoſophers, hiſtorians, and whole 
nations, to me it ſeems probable, that 
Hirtd was at firſt peopled by pyrates, 
exiles, or malefactors who fled from juſtice, 

such men would have very naturally aſſo—-— 
ciated together, and formed a reſolution of 
retreating to a place of ſafety, where the 
reſentment and vengeance of the moſt 
powerful enemies could hardly approach 
them: — And that the people ſettled here 
of old, were under apprehenſions of being | 
purſued or invaded, appears from the vaſt 
pains they took t to oy an KIN a» | 
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if we can ts K das vanity; 
which induced ſome of the greateſt and 
molt Tg” nations in the world, to 
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_ carry, un their reſpective Petligrees to tie 
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Trojans of King Priam's race; or to thoſe 
of that name, who left their country un- 
der the conduct of Aneas and Antenor 


one can have no difficulty. in pardonitig | 
the Se. Kildians, for drawing, wei origin 
from an tee,, 1. 50.02. 0007 


5 4 
* bs "Ie 4 4 28 


WW Ireland, had the * 1 to en 


among our progenitors, for the mother of 
arts and ſciences, and likewiſe for the land 
of ſanctity and military glory; but what- 
ever pretenſions antient Hibernia may have 
juſtly had to one or more of :theſe charac- 
ters, it is hardly. credible, that one of her 
heroes would haye ſettled himſelf at Hirra, 
though the name of the old fort there, 
Hun- fi Bbolg, intimates clearly enough, 
that either the founder, or thoſe who gave 
it that title, muſt Yo. had a profound 

pect fer the . 8 £4. i 


* * 


FY f by” 6 
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: bg = poſterity of thoſe — he 
true natives of St. Kilda, are diſtinguiſhed | 


by 


: ST. KILDA. 263. 
by the ſir- names of Mas Ile Minirre, and 
Mac Ile Rhigbhich. The former ſeem to 
have come originally. from the Lewis, 
where that name continues to prevail, and 
the latter from Such Ui. The Mac Ile 
Rhiabhichs value themſelves not a little 
upon their connection with the Captain of f 
Clan Ranald, to whom South Lift belongs. 
But from the Galic dialect ſpoken at Hirta, 
from the method of preparing the ground, 
and manufacturing cloaths there, it may 
with ſome probability be concluded, that 
the bulk of the people came at firſt 
from the nor thern extremity of the Long 


Ile. 


3 antiquaries are generally agreed, : 


that ſir- names were introduced into South 
Britain by the Normans, and into Scotland 


\by King David the Saint, or his F ather. 
Before that period we had clans without 
all doubt, that is to ſay, conſiderable 
bahes of men, ſtron gly. connected with 
8 4 - one 


? as HI 8 TOR Y or | 
one another, and almoſt unalterably at 
tached to one common head: But that 


we had hereditary ſir-· names, conveyed from 
the father to the ſon, and from one gene- 


ration to another, it is Wann more than 
al: to prove. 


The Athenians had their Phile or trlbes; 
the Romans their Gentes or clans; and be- 


fore either of theſe nations exiſted, the 


Iſraelites were divided into twelve very 


great ones. It is unneceſſary to ſhow, that 
the names of theſe partieular tribes, to which 


men belonged among theſe three mighty 
nations, were generally added to their pro- 
per ones. But that names correſponding 
with the former, names peculiar to certain 
tribes, clans or families, were before the 
twelfth century hereditarily affixed to the 
proper names of perſons, is a point too 
hard to be eſtabliſhed by any genealogiſt: 
The two Sz. Killa clans already mentioned 

muſt probably be of a modern date, for I 
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am apt to ſuſpect, that Hirta was more 
than once depopulated ſince its firſt plan- 
tation, and conſequently more than once 
repeopled. The property or juriſdiction. 
of that little iſle muſt have belonged, ſoon. 
after it began to be inhabited, to ſome 
great man in U, Harris or the Leuis; 
and og ſhould have neglet- 
ed his vaſſals, or people there, for a courſe 


of years, and if the only boat of the iſle 


ſhou!d have been deſtroyed by. time, or 


ſome unlucky accident, it ſeems evident, 
that the inhabitants may have periſhed to- 
tally, or have been reduced to a very ſmaly 


number. Their inſtruments of agriculture 
would have been worn out, their fiſhing 


hooks loſt, the little iſles and rocks, which 


furniſh the greateſt part of the wild fowl 
and eggs, would have been inacceſſible, 
and every other reſource, excepting that of 


their cattle, muſt have failed. From this 


ſuppoſition, which ſeems to be abundantly 
Rn as the nd, chieftains were 


fre- 


— HIS T OIRT or 
_ frequently at open war with one another | 
for many years, and as the Sr, Kilda boat, 
18 peculiarly ſubject to caſualties, I would 
infer, that the Mac Ille Mbairres and Mac 
Ilie Riabbacbs were not ſettled i in Hirta'till 


9 ſir- names became faſhionable, or common 


among the vulgar in the iſles, a change 
© whith took place there not above four 
hundred years ago. Before that period, 
the names under which theſe of the higheſt 
ranks and fortunes there went were com- 
monly patronimical ones, or appellations 
derived from the ſize or form of their 
| bodies, the colour of their hair or clothes, 
ſome bodily imperf or deformity, 
ſome mental or perſonal accompliſhment, 
te name of the place where they were 
born, educated, or held a great ſway, their 
profeſſion, trade, manner of living, or ſome 
ſuch e r en mark of . 


1 


cri I. 


Should any one — ny that al 


: Goin zealc gical enquiry into the origin 
w ” and 
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of the 8 — people, is at Once unim- 
portant and full of uneertainty, 1 ſhnak 


very freely allow the juſtneſ of the re- 


mark, reſerving to myſelf, at the ſame 
time, the liberty of thinking, that this 
ſhort difcalſion is equally authentic, and 
to'a' Scotſman equally intereſting, with the 
| hiſtory of Peruvian Incas, that of the ſeve- 
ral Dynafties of Egypt, of the old Emperors 
of China, of the fit Kings of Aſhria, and 
of the ſmall kingdoms of Greece, Sichen. 
Argos, n Athens and others. 


2 mall not dere to determine, at 
what time the Norvegians began to infeſt 
the weſtern coaſts of North-Britain: We 
learn from an old hiſtorical record, called 
the Chronicle of Man, publiſhed by Camb- 
den; that Godred Crovan, an adventurer 
from Tceland, who had attended Harold 
Harfager, King of ! Norway, in his expedi- . 
tion into England immediately before the 
Norman _ made himſelf maſter of 
Man 
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26s HISTORY or 
Man and the Ebudes, and that he and his 
poſterity reigned over that little kingdom, 
during the n of two hundred and N 4 
on © | tt gm 


1 It appears fe the ſane; Chronicle! hue 8 
Somerled, Thane of Argile, forced away a 
| conſiderable part of that little kingdom, 


| the half probably, from the grandſon of | 


Godred, which he and his ſucceſſors en- 
joyed with little eren for e | 
ages. 105 


After i the Third. had pur- 
chaſed the kingdom of Man and the 1/es, 


| from the Norvegians, or had reduced it by 


the power of his arms, it would ſeem, 
that all the iſles which lie to the north of 
Cantyre, fell to the ſhare of Somerled's po- 
fſterity, or were left in their hands, to be 
held of our Scottiſh Monarchs. In the 
number of theſe aiſles, St. 8 was com- os 
3 VN 


od APE 
It is, T believe, no eaſy matter to trace 
out the name, nor of courſe the hiſtory 
of Hirta, with any degree of „ 
beyond the fourteenth century. 


Inn a charter granted within that a N 

by John, Lord of the Nes, to his fon Re- 
ginald, and confirmed by King Robert the 
Second, St. Killa, under the name of 


Hirt, was made over, together with many 
other places, to the ſaid Reginald: How, 
at the end of two or three generations, the 


property of this iſle was transferred from 
the ſucceſſors of Reginald, the predeceſſor N 
of Clan Ranald, to the family of Slat, 


now re preſented by Sir James Mac Bonala, 
An how, in proceſs of time, it fell into 


the hands of the Clan that now poſſeffes 
it, is an uſeleſs inquiry; and were the 


queſtion of greater im portance, ft contra- 


dictory are the accounts given, and ſo 


lender the hiſtorical evidences on every 
11008 that any judicious perſon. will ehuſe 
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290 HISTORY or 

to. leave. that matter undetermined. A A 
this time the proprietor is Norman i 
| Leod of Mac Lead; and his anceſtors have 


J poſſeſſed i it for at leaſt two rare. 99 = 
_ | | 


Thee . propr 8 . arte 


of Hirte, and every thing pertaining to 
. it, to a Cadet of his own family, with the 


yearly rent of. about eleven pounds Ster- 
ng; and the predeceſſors of the ſame 

8 5 have enjoyed much the ſame right, 
org e. 80 . * 


. | T1: a 47 "* 
5 - 


% W 51 „ , 
FLUSK, This i 4s, Lis perſia 954 the e 
Jo Who, before this or his on rent can be 
2 . made effectual, muſt be. at the annual ex- 
pence of fitting out a large Highland boat 
_ to bring his grain, feathers, and any other 
pPerquiſites that fall to his ſhare, or or any 
esmmodities abe buys from -the people, | 
to Haris, here hei generally reſides. It 


GT | | - muſt 
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mbſt be confeſſed; that the voyages made 
by him thither, enn with ſome 
danger. LED TIED FFF 
In former times the principal perſons of 
this little Commonwealth, came yearly in 
their own boat to Dunvegan, the Proprie- 
tor's principal ſeat, and brought the ſmall 
taxes they had to pay. There they were 
re-baptiſed, ſo tradition informs us, or 
the baptiſm which had been formerly ad- 
miniſtred to them at St. Kilda, by Mid- 
wives, or old men, was in ſome man- 
ner confirmed, though perhaps uncanoni- 


I am told that the great grandfather” 
of the preſent Mac Leod, was ſponſor for 
an old man and his ſon, an adult per- 
ſon, at the ſame time; and upon the 
ſame occaſion, the marriages of ſeveral 
couples 


were declared kat. 5 
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pleaſes, reign deſpotically over it; and 
will any man anſwer for a ſucceſſion. of, 


abſolute, government. Humanity and re 


p Hgjon are the, only. laws to, controul him, 
From, his ſeptence, the helpleſs, people 
neither; dafe nor. f n appeal to any other, 


| judge; 3 ſuch zig the ſituation. of their lands, 
they cannot havę recoprſe; nor is it 1 


their power, were they men of ſpirit or | 


letters, to tranſit their complaints to the 


14014. 


proprietor withgut the ſteward's: privity: 2 


He may confine them within the iſle dur- 
ng, bite. Fate Hcl. perlen if es in- 


0 


46 5 — hb reſtrained by by his own. i 


der or underflanding., 1,1, 41.» 


{1 > 


1 under the preceding articles, it. is 
evident, that the ſteward may, if he 
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It will be thought, that the miniſter" 5 
preſence, advice, and re monſtrances, may 
have conſiderable weight. - Indeed this cir- 
cumſtance ought to be a favourable one, 
and may be ſo too in ſome fmalt degree. 


1. But as the miniffer is! ' itmſelf in ſome 


degree 4 prifoner, as © his © Hving here 
With a1 comfort, and his enjoying the 
very neceſfaries of his ſufiſtarice, depend 
ſo much on the fteward's frieniſtrip, it 
may be convemiert for Him to look on 
with a prudent taciturnity, if he infeiids 
to continue long in the place. T add fur- 
ther, that any one who'unidertakes to ex- 
erciſe the facred function in this remote 
and uncomfortable kttle diöceſe, may be 
very tedfonably thought 4 me of os 
great hei)! or influeties, | 1 2 Ho 


FAR We Wins 14 IF bb oats act 1 
£ 8 1 1 Y 0 
313% If 7. > {7% | 111 ö 


ut amidlt a tlc Une. gf ci. 


5 chmſtances, the Sr. Kildiahs have their n 


peculiar advantages. Born philoſoptiers,” 
they have ſenſe ene to confine their 
1 afs 


re k 1L D A. | 275 

bition within the bounds preſeribed by 
nature. Tf te admire nathing, be the great 
virtue and art to make men happy, and 
ta keep them ſo, felicity may be: un 
ene them or no he. ee ei 


Side ver agid ad ſtately watts a6 ”_ | 
3 together with the fantaſtie 
luxury of dreſs, and: the table, they neither 
have nor deſire. To riſe in fleets and 
armies amidſt infinite toils and dangers j - 
To earn poſts or penſions, after having 
wriggled themſelves into the favour af the 
Great, at the expence of honour and con- 
| ſcience: To create overgrown eſtates, after 
having practiſed all the vile arts of ava- 
rice, frauds, extortion, and ſervility, ara 
paſſions and wiſhes,” which Providence hag | 
kindly concealed from them. The humble 
bleſſings of bread and wild fowl, of peace- 
ful cottages and little flocks, of angling 
rods and hunting ropes, are all the mie 
ae and profits they aſpire aſter. 

1 2 | if 


Af at a diGaricn Fra the Hats of ew” 
25 are abſolute ſtrangers to the law's delay. 
If ignorant and unphiloſophical, they are 


Ubertines neither in belief or p practice; nor 


with learned if peculations ſtrike at the 
foundation of virtue, nor produce any 


breach of the nn ne or pt 
+ ths $605 „ ISHII G 1 


thay. Pa Pa N mxiltence HP 
docs of a ſupreme being, the im- 
mortality of human ſouls, the obligation 


of morality, and the neceſſity of 'piety, | 


righteouſneſs and temperance. They are 


moſt luckily illiterate enough, not to have 
heard the unhappy names of thoſe. great 


reformers of a deluded. world, and im- 
provers of the human underſtanding, wha 


openly aſſault theſe eſſential articles, or en 


deapur to undermine them, .. 


The ene aan re e oblige a rea- 


f ſonable being, under the pain of eternal 


in- 


nt his ſword i 
friend or wütete, 10 1 words, the 
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| Fafamy, 2 throw ee his own life, er to 


laws-of honour are too exalted to lie with- 
in the low ſphere of their knowledge. The 
exceſſes of intemperance, the mad quarrels 


and extravagant frolicks of drunkenneſs, 


the ſhameful uſe of places dedicated to the 


ſervice of lewdneſs and folly, of diſgrace : 
; and miſery, ws Never yet knew or felt. 


In fine, if all things are fairly weighed; 
in the balance of unprejudiced reaſon, the 
St. Kilians poſſeſs as great a ſhare of true 


ſubſtantial happineſs, as any equal num- 
ber of men elſewhere. | | : 


2 +2» 1 ** 


of thoſe who may pes to read this 
account, ſome may think that I have been 

much too prolix in handling a very trivial 
ſubject; but J hope any part of the human 
ſpecies, will not be thought too trivial to 
deſerve our attention. Our fellow ſubjects 
| | and 
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